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CANDIDATES NIGHT

The OFWA spring meeting will be held on May 5, 7-9pm, on Zoom.  We will hear from the two first ward can-
didates for City Council, Cynthia Harrison and Angeline Smith.  The incumbent CM Jeff Hayner is not running 
for reelection.  We thank Jeff for his work on behalf of the neighborhood and the OFWA.  We hope that we can 
return safely to in-person meetings in the fall.

INITIATING THE COMMUNITY COMMONS -- IT’S ALL ABOUT 
CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT
By JEFF CROCKETT
In 2019 I retired after 45 years as a special educator.  For the first 37 years, I served as a teacher, consultant, and 
assistive technology specialist for the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools.  During that time, I frequently drove 
by Kellogg Park and marveled at its fountain, which is a magnet for numerous public gatherings. In October 2021, 

Plymouth dedicated its new $1.2 million fountain donated 
by the Wilcox Foundation. Please take the time to look at 
this video and then ask yourself these questions. Why can’t 
we have a commons and park like this in Ann Arbor?  Why 
can’t we find the resources to have a fountain?    https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVy-U6qJw1I&t=1468s

In 2018, the citizens of Ann Arbor passed Proposition A, which 
specified that “The City-owned public land bounded by Fifth 
Ave., William, Division, and Liberty Streets be retained in 
public ownership, in perpetuity, and developed as an urban 
central park and civic center commons to be known as 
“Center of the City”.  The Council of the Commons appointed 
by City Council has posted a Request for Information to solicit 
expert advice and help develop a vision.  In the meantime, 
a group called The Ann Arbor Community Commons 

continued on next page

GROWING COMMUNITY EVENT NOVEMBER 7, 2021
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JEFF CROCKETT Continued

Initiating Committee of which I am a member planned 
and executed a series of events in 2021, including 
the development of a community garden, events on 
Earth Day and Peace Week, a Fan, Art and Nutrition 
gathering and a Growing Community celebration.  All 
these activities were carried out with no cost to the city 
and represented over 600 volunteer hours.   In this age 
of political divisiveness, developing the Center of the 
City Commons provides a great opportunity for all Ann 
Arbor citizens, especially those who do not participate 
on social media, to engage in public activities.

An annual report (see https://bit.ly/3I1kVvR) was 
submitted by The Initiating Committee to The Council 
of the Commons.  If you are interested in joining the 
effort to give back to Ann Arbor and creating a space 
for civic engagement, recreation, entertainment, and 
education, please complete the volunteer form at 
https://annarborcommunitycommons.org/volunteer-
today/  

Garden plans for 2022 include a variety of pollinator 
plants to attract endangered Monarch butterflies and 

bees and an application for several of the gardens to 
become Monarch Butterfly Waystations. Joet Reoma will 
also be providing composting workshops to encourage 
composting at home rather than putting organic 
material in the city receptacles.  Finally, numerous 
events are being considered for the Commons including 
an Earth Day Celebration on April 22 and musical events 
when the weather gets warmer.  It’s going to be an 
exciting year for the Commons.

ANN ARBOR’S FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN CHURCH 
504 HIGH ST.
By SUSAN WINEBERG

continued on next page

Perched high on a bluff overlooking the Huron River sits 
a nondescript small brick Greek Revival house that once 
housed the very first African-American church in Ann 
Arbor. Built between 1854 and 1857, it was simply called 
the Union church and is indicated as such on old maps. 

On December 25, 1857, the Michigan Argus reported that 
the church “. . .has been completed by the Colored 
People of the city and is to be dedicated Sunday 
by Rev. J.M. Gregory. S.H. Estabrook will officiate.” 
Although its simple gable front is now masked by a 
20th-century porch, it still serves as a fine example of 
the Vernacular Greek Revival used for non-residential 
buildings.  At the time, the street was Fuller Rd. It was 
changed in the mid-20th century.

In 1871, this congregation split into two groups:  The 
Methodists (Bethel AME=African Methodist Episcopal) 
and the Baptists (Second Baptist). In the 1868 and 
1872 City Directories it is listed as “Colored” church but 
by the late 1870s it was only the Baptists. The 1881 
History of Washtenaw County refers to a “flourishing 
African Baptist church with a house of worship in the 
Fourth Ward.”  It may have been flourishing but it 

THE COMMUNITY GARDEN

504 HIGH STREET
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FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN CHURCH Continued

often didn’t have a regular pastor!

The Baptists continued to use this building until 1881, the 
year they moved into their new church at the southwest 
corner of Fifth Ave. and Beakes (521 N. Fifth Ave). In the 
1890s, Bethel built its own church not very far away, at 
632 N. Fourth Ave. This neighborhood became the de 
facto ‘ghetto’ of Ann Arbor and by the 1920s, Blacks 
were not allowed to live in other parts of the city. Both 
churches have now moved elsewhere, and their older 
buildings have been repurposed.

This small church became a residence in 1884 after it was 

sold to Michael Kearns, a traveling salesman. When his 
widow Mary sold the property in 1907, it was still referred 
to in the deed as “the church lot.”  An addition on the 
east side was probably built in 1910. A larger wing was 
added on the Elizabeth St. side and became a daycare 
center in the 1970s.

This house is always featured on the African American 
Culture and Historical Museum of Washtenaw County’s 
(AACHM) “Journey to Freedom: Underground Railroad 
Bus Tours” which are their most popular event. We are 
proud to have this tiny piece of African-American history 
in our historic district.

POLLINATOR-FRIENDLY YARDS FOR THE OLD FOURTH WARD
By CHRISTINE CROCKETT

Ann Arbor residents have become increasingly alarmed 
by the significant reduction in pollinators.  One hears 
and reads endless comments on how few bees, 
butterflies, ladybugs, and other insects appear now in 
gardens.  With the decrease of these important animals, 
the environment is becoming seriously compromised.  
To thrive, they need pollinator-friendly plants to 
nourish them with their pollen and nectar.  Awareness 
of environmentally friendly plants to provide a habitat 
for pollinators has led many people to question and 
even reject such practices as planting turf lawns, using 
pesticides and other toxic chemicals, while actively 
seeking plant species that would enable bugs to thrive.

In the Old Fourth Ward, landscaping is usually well 
established.  For many of us, becoming more pollinator-
friendly doesn’t require redoing the whole garden.  While 
perennials often provide the mainstay of a pollinator-
friendly space, annuals can also attract and nurture both 
bees and butterflies.  A partial list here includes flowers 
available at nurseries and the Farmers’ Market which 
many already use for infill every year: Cosmos, Zinnias, 
Geraniums, Alyssum, Black Eyed Susan, Sunflowers, 
Salvia, Petunias, Lantana, Pansies, Cornflower, and 
Calendula.

While environmentalists are urging everyone to use more 
native species, and even replace turf lawns with prairies, 
many gardeners prefer at least some decorative flowers 
which are not native yet will thrive in local growing 
conditions.  Most buildings in the OFW sit on modestly 
sized lots which are not conducive to prairie conversion. 
Michigan State University provides an extensive list of 
all sorts of annuals, perennials, and shrubs to guide 
Michigan gardeners in selecting species that will do well 
throughout most of the state.  https://www.canr.msu.
edu/news/better-habitat-for-bees

With all the shade trees in the OFW, gardeners are faced 
with another consideration in welcoming pollinators–
insufficient sunlight.  While bees and butterflies prefer 
to buzz around in the sun, there are several pollinator-
friendly plants suitable for shady areas.  Some shade-tolerant 
plants for bees are Jacob’s ladder, Bleeding heart, Bee balm, 
Coral bells, Hosta, Columbine, Hellebores, Penstemon, Viola, 
Bellflowers, Trollius, Trillium, Fuchsia, Torenia, Clethra, Itea, PEONIES

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/better-habitat-for-bees
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/better-habitat-for-bees
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INTERVIEW WITH FIRST WARD 
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE 
LISA DISCH By JEFF CROCKETT

continued on next page

POLLINATOR-FRIENDLY YARDS Continued

Mint, Lamium, Cranesbill, and Ligularia.  

Butterflies and moths also pollinate plants.  Butterflies 
like red, orange, pink, or yellow flowers. Moths like 
flowers with flat tops.  Some of the flowers they 
prefer are Astilbe, Balloon flower, Yarrow, Lemon balm, 
Honeysuckle, Hydrangea, Jasmine, Verbena, Buddleia, 
Fothergilla, and Ligularia.  Many of these flowering 
plants already exist throughout the neighborhood.

The OFW is abundant with established lilac shrubs which 
provide both nectar and pollen for bees.  Indeed, the 
lilacs’ reproductive success depends on a healthy bee 
population.  The same is true for roses and clematis.  

Peonies, which can live for a hundred years or more, 
provide pollen for bees and wasps during their short 
blooming season.  

One of the most important factors in maintaining 
a pollinator-friendly garden is to avoid using toxic 
pesticides, especially Neonicotinoids. Pesticides found 
in lawn and garden products have a devastating effect 
on honeybees and wild pollinators.  They also get 
flushed into the watershed where they continue to 
damage the environment.  It is always preferable to use 
environmentally friendly pest control.  The Xerces Society 
gives excellent guidance on their website.  
https://www. xerces.org

After polling the OFWA Board for the issues about which 
they are most interested, I submitted these questions to 
Lisa Disch, our new City Council representative.  These 
are her responses.  

I. What are your top three Ann Arbor issues and your
proposed means for resolving them?

I want to see an ever more equitable, diverse, and 
environmentally sustainable Ann Arbor. 

As a member of the Planning Commission, I would 
like to change our land use ordinances and planning 
processes to encourage the expansion of housing supply 
through market providers, an important prong of the 
City’s strategy to provide a diverse supply of housing 
at affordable prices.  I also have advocated for transit 
Corridor zoning, changes to the site plan review process, 
and changes to minimum parking requirements.

I will be out knocking doors this summer in support of 
the sustainability millage which will do for A2ZER0 what 
the housing millage has done for the City’s affordable 
housing initiative. As a member of the Environmental 
Commission, I am working to advance commercial and 
multi-family composting and recycling, and for the 
development of Ann Arbor’s ”circular economy,” which 
calls for recycling possessions no longer used through 
thrift shops, neighborhood exchanges, and stores like 

LISA PITCHING IN AT THE COMMUNITY GARDEN

“Bring Your Own Container” on E. Liberty, where you 
can refill those big containers you got at Costco with 
cleaning liquids, shampoo, and more. You save money 
and reduce plastic waste at the same time. I have worked 
successfully with solid waste area staff to win a place for 
Ann Arbor in the Department of Energy, Great Lakes and 
Energy’s (EGLE) “NextCycle” program. The goal of our 
project is to shine a spotlight on all the options that exist 
for people living in Washtenaw County to get what they 
need without buying new stuff.  For more 
information, see https://www.nextcyclemichigan.com/ 

In Ward One specifically, I helped neighbors 
along Leslie Park to get traffic signs installed to slow 
down 

http://www.xerces.org 
http://www.xerces.org 
https://www.nextcyclemichigan.com/.  
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INTERVIEW WITH FIRST WARD COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE LISA DISCH Continued

the traffic that drives through their Homeowner’s 
Association (HOA) to the pickleball court. I also 
helped neighbors on Wall Street resolve a long-
standing problem with vehicle and bus idling under 
their windows. In addition, I have worked closely with 
staff and made a site visit to The One development 
to support neighbors’ concerns about noise and 
flooding.  I am looking forward to the final results 
of the Lowertown traffic study and supporting 
improvements to the intersection at Broadway as well 
as a stop sign, light, or roundabout at the Pontiac/
Dhu Varrren intersection. As a member of the Liquor 
Commission, I would support granting a new liquor 
license to a terrific Café-Bar project that would locate 
in the old barbershop on Broadway. 

II. As you know, we highly value historic districts as a
means to protect irreplaceable architecture and preserve 
our heritage. Where do you stand on this issue?

I value the historic district. I am interested to see the 
context that our new African-American History Museum 
can bring to that historic district so that we can think of 
its social history aspect as well as its buildings, which 
are certainly worth preserving. I don’t see Ann Arbor’s 
historic districts as an impediment to the efforts to 
expand and diversify our housing options. I think it is 
possible to keep a proper balance between the two.

III. We support the A2Zero initiative to use recyclables, 
compost, and reduce waste.  What can the city do to
get the word out to U of M, the landlords, and their
tenants about A2Zero?

I don’t think it’s so much an issue of getting the word 
out as it is expanding services to provide multi-occupant 
homes with the services that they need in order to 
compost and recycle properly. I understand from solid 
waste staff that we are getting a lot of requests from 
multiple occupancy student housing around the city, 
and it exceeds what we can accommodate with existing 
trucks, drivers, and routes. It is my hope that the 
sustainability millage will pass because there is a line 
item to fund an expansion of precisely those services.

IV. East Kingsley has been a failing street for about
five years.  What can the city do to accelerate the
repair and/or repaving of failed streets such as East
Kingsley?

I understand from staff that Kingsley is currently in the 
Capital Improvements Plan for 2024. This project also 
includes water main replacement, so it is likely that 
the availability of  water funds will dictate the project 
schedule. Scheduling of these projects is complicated, 
particularly when road repair involves deeper 
infrastructure replacement. I will continue to monitor 
this project and to ask if water funds are available earlier 
to realize it.

V. A number of us have helped to create a community
garden as one step in the activation of the Commons
and have participated in initiating events. As a
member of the Council of the Commons, what vision
do you have for the activation of the Commons?

I love what you’ve done with the garden. I think it 
would be great to have music there regularly during the 
summer. I hope that we can move quickly to a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) so that it is possible to think about 
what kinds of near-term amenities could be provided 
that don’t get in the way of the longer-term initiative.

VI. We are pleased that affordable housing is being
planned for the northwest corner of Fourth and
Catherine along with a new condo development at
Detroit/Fifth St.   What can be done to address the
concerns of the Kerrytown area businesses about a
possible loss of parking and disruption that could last
18 months to two years?

This is a real concern. Local businesses are just barely 
beginning to recover from the pandemic and a project of 
this scale piles on yet another set of challenges. I would 
be happy to explore with staff what remedies might be 
within the City’s power to provide.

VII. Many mature trees in the OFW, so necessary to
mitigate carbon emissions to meet the goals of A2
Zero, are dying.   The landlords who own more than
95% of the properties show little interest in planting
and caring for trees. Which city committee and/or
official would be best able to address this concern?

This is a good one for the environmental commission. 
Chris Graham has been very active in working to promote 
the protection of natural features. Maybe he would be 
interested in exploring the expansion of natural features 
as well, as that seems to be what you are suggesting here. 
In addition, the Office of Sustainability and Innovation 

continued on next page
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Owners of historic properties who need antique lighting 
in their homes need to know Teri Jefferson, artist and 
owner of Jefferson Art Lighting, LLC, and our friend for 
over 40 years.  We first met Teri and his brother, David, 
at antique shows.  Teri is on a very short list of master 
antique and vintage lighting craftsmen left in the United 
States.  According to Teri, his work “encompasses the 
restoration and retrofitting of museum quality lighting 
fixtures, replication of historic and period lighting fixtures 
from archived photographs and period trade catalogs, 
reproduction of antique lamp parts, and the creation of 
hand-forged metal objects, decorative metal castings, 
and hand-blown glass shades.”  His business developed 
from humble beginnings in an unheated, dilapidated W. 
Liberty St. garage without water or facilities. Partnering 
with his brother, David, a master ceramicist, their first collection of Lily 
lamps, inspired by the famous Louis Comfort Tiffany, sold out within 45 
minutes at the A2 Arbor Art Fair.  Encouraged by their early success, they 
opened the Lily Shoppe on E. Liberty St. while learning the intricacies of 
the lighting industry and selling restored lighting fixtures and their own 
artistic creations. Discovered by architects, they created custom, decorative 
lighting fixtures for malls and restaurants based on conceptual drawings.  

Teri’s attention to detail is the result of his extensive knowledge of history 
along with his ability to reproduce historically appropriate parts.  After working 
in several temporary facilities, he moved his shop, antique lighting inventory, 
and equipment to a rented, commercial location on N. Main Street before 
relocating to his farm property southwest of Ann Arbor.  Over the years, Teri 
was commissioned to undertake a long list of prominent restoration projects, 
notably the Michigan, Ohio, Georgia, and Idaho State Capitol buildings.  In 
addition to restoring many famous historic sites, Teri was invited by the 
curator of the White House to survey the existing early electric lighting 
fixtures in situ and the former gas-burning fixtures in storage. See Teri’s 

ANTIQUE WALL FIXTURES AND SCONCES

MEET TERI JEFFERSON, OWNER OF JEFFERSON ART LIGHTING
By JEFF AND CHRISTINE CROCKETT

had a very successful tree planting initiative. It might 
be worth speaking with Dr. Stults about doing special 
outreach to landlords.

VIII. We understand that you are extremely busy
with Council and committee meetings and would
like to thank you for your service to the Ann Arbor
community.    What is the best way people can
contact you and learn more about your positions on
issues?

Contact me at my Council email, ldisch@a2gov.org. I 
make every effort to answer promptly the messages 
that I receive from constituents expressing a specific 
constituent concern.  You can sign up for the newsletter 
through my website, by scrolling to the bottom of this 
page: https://www.votedisch.com/get-involved. Or I 
will be happy to sign you up if you send me an email 
at my Council address. Whichever way you get on the 
list, it is critical to add lisadisch44@gmail.com to your 
contacts or the newsletter is likely to go to your social, 
promotions, or spam folder.

CHRIS AND TERI POSE UNDER  
SPECTACULAR ANTIQUE LIGHTS

continued on next page
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THE CROCKETTS -- OUR STORY
BY JEFF AND CHRISTINE CROCKETT

Focus on the Stories of our Homes
In recent issues we have had interesting accounts from some of our Old Fourth Ward neighbors about their 
houses and their experiences living here.  In this issue, we feature a few more of the homes that make us all 
happy to be part of this exciting neighborhood.  These are our stories . . . 

Chris and I recently celebrated our 50th Wedding Anniversary. As we look back, we believe that our mutual interest 
in historic preservation has been one secret to the strength and longevity of our marriage.  In the spring of 1980, we 
were looking to buy a house and wanted to move downtown to an old house. I remember very clearly the day realtor 
Sally Kelly called and asked us to look at a house on E. Kingsley.  It was a sale from the estate of Mary O’Hara, who 
had recently passed.  Chris and I immediately drove over to take a look. Peering into the windows on the driveway 
side, we saw the tiled fireplace and the oak woodwork. That was all it took. Shortly thereafter, we placed a bid, the 
only bid, and on June 27, 1980, we bought the house. Our previous house on Brown Street had been built around 1900, 
so we had some prior experience with an older house.  But the interior of that house had been gutted and the woodwork 
had been removed.  With this house, we were committed to preserving all its historic features, including the woodwork, 

continued on next page

AFTERDURINGBEFORE

impressive, completed projects: https://bit.ly/3p9j2GF.  
Teri credits his success to his attention to detail, discipline, 
and skills acquired while earning two history degrees, in 
addition to his work experience as an insurance agent, 
military officer, corporate executive, and artist.   However, 
behind each project are significant challenges that 
Teri had to overcome including the acquisition of parts, 
the shortage of reliable and expert subcontractors, 
equipment breakdowns, unrealistic deadlines, last-
minute specification changes, and more.  Covid has also 
impacted Teri’s business with problems caused by supply 
chain issues and the challenging economy.

Fortunately, historic preservation remains strong in Ann 
Arbor with its fourteen historic districts, and the value 

of historic properties has skyrocketed along with the 
rest of the Ann Arbor real estate market, providing an 
economic incentive to repair and restore antique lighting.  
In addition, the Michigan Historic Tax Credits are being 
restored this year, which means that the cost of repair 
and restoration of existing antique lighting will be 
reduced by 25%, subject to a review of appropriateness 
by the State Historic Preservation Office. 

Teri can be contacted to discuss your project or to 
see his inventory at 734-717-9627 or by email at  
terijefferson@provide.net.   Teri’s workshop is located to 
the west of town at 10640 W. Ellsworth Rd, Ann Arbor 
48103. 

https://bit.ly/3p9j2GF
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THE CROCKETTS -- OUR STORY Continued

and, over time, restoring both the interior and exterior.

Our house was built in 1891 by the Schumacher family.  
They owned Schumacher Hardware which occupied three 
storefronts on Main Street where the Pratt Block Mall is 
now located just south of Liberty.  Shortly after Sarah 
Schumacher’s death in 1910, the house was sold in 1911 
to Robert and Althea Shankland.   When Althea moved 
out in 1952 due to declining health, the house was sold 
to Mary O’Hara, a bookkeeper who worked at the Union 
and helped at St. Thomas Church and St. Patrick Church.  
At the time, the house had four bedrooms with one 
bathroom upstairs and a half bath in a closet downstairs.  
Mary rented the four upstairs bedrooms to nuns who 
were students at U of M.

Over the years, we have had three major projects.  From 
1981-1984, we focused on the interior, including removing 
wallpaper and gold shag carpeting, adding oak flooring 
to cover the pine subflooring, updating the wiring and 
plumbing, refinishing the existing oak door trim and 
stairway, creating a master bedroom, adding a bathroom, 
and updating the existing bathroom.  In the late 1990s, 
we renovated the kitchen. Then in 2002, we renovated 
the exterior by replacing the roof, removing the asbestos 
siding, replacing missing shingles and clapboard, repairing 
and reinforcing the front porch, and painting the house 
with historically appropriate colors.  We also completely 

redesigned our landscaping and added an antique iron 
fence from France to the front, and backyard fencing from 
Ohio.  For this work, we received the Governor’s Award for 
Historic Preservation in 2003.  

All of this would not have been possible without 
restoration and maintenance professionals. Architect 
Mark Rueter from Ann Arbor oversaw our exterior 
renovation while Al Gardelescu of Renewal, Inc. did the 
construction work.  Robert Schweitzer of Ypsilanti helped 
us choose exterior paint colors that have been copied all 
around town. The landscaping was done by Joe Borg, a 
colleague of Jeff’s in Plymouth-Canton Schools.  We also 
worked closely with the Historic District Coordinator at 
the time, Heather Edwards, and now Jill Thacher.  

This summer we will become the longest owners of 506 
E. Kingsley, 42 years and counting.  We expect to stay
here as long as we are able.  Restoring and maintaining
our property has been immensely satisfying for several
reasons.  First, it is our opportunity to give back to Ann
Arbor.  Secondly, this journey has introduced us to a
community of restorers of historic properties who have
become our close friends.   Thirdly, we have learned so
much about the history of Ann Arbor through research
and meeting descendants of the three previous owners.
We feel privileged to be part of the Old Fourth Ward
experience.

LIFE AT 602 E. ANN STREET --  
THE GERHARD P. JOSENHANS HOUSE
By PAUL DUNLAP

My wife, daughter, and I moved into the Gerhard P. Josenhans house, 
as its 3rd owners (Josenhans, Polakowski, Pascual/Dunlap), in summer, 
2010. We had been looking to move close to the UM campus, where 
we worked since moving to Ann Arbor in 2001, and the location of the 
Josenhans house looked to be perfect for us. The quality of construction, 
the preservation of the old style of the house, and its solidness all 
appealed strongly to us. The 3rd floor, an open loft, especially appealed 
to our daughter, who claimed it as her own and loved the independence 
and spaciousness of her domain during her elementary school and high 
school years.

Before moving to Ann Arbor, we had lived in Roland Park in Baltimore in 
a house built in 1893, so we were familiar with the likely challenges we 

continued on next page
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THE GERHARD P. JOSENHANS HOUSE Continued

faced in taking on an older house. Fortunately, however, 
renovations and upgrades made by the previous 
owners have kept our restorative work to a minimum. 
Nonetheless, a few features of the house have needed 
repair or updating. For example, we had the floor of the 
front porch, which had developed some wood rot in the 
northeast corner, rebuilt. Also, installation of a radon-
abatement system in the basement, a typical stone 
foundation Michigan basement, was necessary to make 
the basement safe for daily use.

The house was built in 1886 for the Josenhans family, 
and its quality of construction has made it a pleasure 
to live in. Upon entering the parlor and living and 
dining areas, one gains a sense of quiet calm and 
peacefulness. The solid construction and the retention 
of original flooring, woodwork, and hardware give the 
house a European feeling. That feeling is consistent 
with Gerhard Josenhans’ origins; an Ann Arbor native, 
he was the child of immigrants who arrived here from 
Germany in 1855. Decorative artwork, dated 1953, so 
apparently by someone in the Josenhans family, possibly 
a granddaughter or great-granddaughter of Gerhard, 
remains on some of the second-floor door panels. The 
Polakowski family took ownership in 1973 and made 
several updates to the house.

The fenced backyard provides an oasis of greenery for 
parties, barbeques, and just relaxing in the shade on hot 
summer days. Having a fenced backyard, uncommon 
in the downtown/Old Fourth Ward area, to relax in and 
entertain in has been great for us and our small dog. The 
separate one-car garage in the backyard, a little small 
now for our larger modern cars, serves well for storage.
When we were UM faculty members, the proximity to 
campus made our commute to work simple; a short 
walk would take us to our offices and laboratories in 
the Kraus Building on central campus, and we could 
return home for lunch or dinner as needed, without the 
complications or costs of driving or using university 
parking. Even during the coldest, snowiest weather, the 
walk to work was thankfully short. The easy access to 
shops, restaurants, movie theaters, and pharmacies 
in the State Street/Liberty Street area makes life very 
pleasant, as does being able to walk downtown to Main 
Street shops and restaurants, to Kerrytown for the many 
shops and markets there, to the train station for trips to 
Chicago, to the Huron River and parks beyond the train 
station, and to Nichols Arboretum, a 20-minute walk or 
a very short drive, for the peony garden and walks in 
the woods and along the Huron River. Also, the various 
units of the extensive UM medical campus can be easily 
reached on foot in 15 to 20 minutes. The central location 
of the house is a real pleasure. We can, for example, go 
out in the evening for dinner, drinks, and a movie without 
needing to drive.

We look forward to many more years living in, and 
serving as stewards for, the Gerhard P. Josenhans house.

HAND PAINTED DOORS
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303 N. DIVISION STREET, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN
By KIM & STEVE HUDOLIN

After meeting at Mary Markley dorm at U of M, we lived 
in Northville for many years before moving back to Ann 
Arbor in 2017.    

The home we purchased at 303 N. Division Street was built 
by Andrew DeForest about 1845.  Mr. DeForest arrived 
in Ann Arbor in 1836 at the age of 17 from Montgomery 
County, NY, when Ann Arbor was said to have consisted 
of 11 homes.  Mr. DeForest then worked for 10-15 years 
as a contractor and builder.  Although the main entrance 
now faces Division Street, originally, the house may have 
had a large portico with pillars facing Catherine Street.  
Mr. DeForest also built the home on Ann Street occupied 
by Susan Wineberg, who generously shared with us her 
research on our home. 

By the 1850s, Mr. DeForest was operating the People’s 
Store, offering china, crockery, glassware, silver plated 
goods, table cutlery, groceries etc.  While researching 
the house online, Kim was thrilled to find a sample-sized 
ironstone soup tureen at an antique shop in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, that says it was “imported by A. DeForest, Ann 
Arbor.”  It is now displayed on the fireplace mantel in the 
living room.  The 1870 U.S. census described Mr. DeForest 
as a druggist, and his wife, Angeline, as keeping home.  
Angeline and several other family members are buried 
at Forest Hill Cemetery, and in 1888 Andrew DeForest 
retired to Pasadena, California, where he died in 1901.  Mr. 
DeForest’s obituary said that he was the first merchant 
to bring fruit cans to Ann Arbor.

Henry and Jane Brown purchased the home in 1888.  Mr. 
Brown was a druggist on S. Main Street.  From the 1930’s 
to the 1970’s, the home was occupied by the Horner family.  

Sue Horner operated an antique store and a tearoom called 
the Colonial Inn in the home.  A 1936 advertisement offered 
“A Hint of the Past,” with delicious food and a refined friendly 
atmosphere.  We were happy to find detailed drawings of 
the house from the 1930’s era Historic American Buildings 
Survey in the Library of Congress.

By the early 1980s, the home had become a student 
rental home, and was included in the Greenhills 
School Auxiliary-sponsored historic homes tour.  Dr. 
D. R. Shackleton Bailey and Kristine Zvirbulis returned
the property to a single-family home in 1988.  Valerie
Polakow and Simon Baseley also lived in the home,
gently remodeling it after a 2010 fire in the tearoom
at the rear of the house, including the restoration of a
swinging door discovered behind drywall between the
tearoom and the kitchen.
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THE STORY OF LARS BJORN AND ME AT 712 E. ANN STREET
By SUSAN WINEBERG

continued on next page

303 N. DIVISION STREET, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN Continued

How we bought our house is a true Old Fourth Ward story. 
We weren’t looking to buy a house in 1987. I lived in a huge 
apartment at 311 E. Ann with a rent of $150/month (insane) 
and Lars lived in a cheap apartment in Lower Burns Park. 
We were married in 1984 but kept our separate apartments 
because they were cheap and because neither of us could 
fit all our stuff in the other’s apartment.

One day at the Farmer’s Market we ran into Reeva Cranor, 
a retired nurse who lived in the Wells-Babcock house at 
Division and Ann. She told us that Naomi James was 
selling her house (712 E. Ann). Lars and I looked at each 
other and said, “Let’s call our parents.”  We had been 

friends with Naomi when she was on the Old Fourth 
Ward Study Committee, and we’d been in her beautiful 
house (full of antiques—real ones!) many times. In fact, 
she’d entertained Lars’ parents from Sweden when they 
were here for our wedding. But Naomi’s dementia was 
getting worse and her daughters decided she had to sell. 
Because they were not using a realtor, we approached 
one of the daughters (Anne James Brieholz who died 
last year). We got a tour, liked the price, and began 
looking for a mortgage. But first, we had to get Naomi 
to sign some papers. She lived at Hillside Terrace and 
was supposed to meet us there, but we saw her getting 
into a shared taxi and chased her down! She had totally 
forgotten our meeting. 

We eventually got the house but only Lars moved in. 
Because his lease was ending, we had very little time to fix 
it up but we did manage to paint some of the downstairs. 
We rented out both upstairs bedrooms and bought some 
furniture at Treasure Mart to complement Lars’ Swedish 
furniture from his father’s store. I hated giving up my 
apartment but that year my landlord had a stroke, and 
an evil man took over and jacked my rent up to $800. 
That was more than I made at my job!  My parents had to 
provide some support once again (both sets of parents had 
helped us out with the down payment, which shows how 
little a full professor with tenure made at the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn). 

Following our purchase of the home, we added a one-
car garage at the rear of the property, while preserving 
the bur oak tree in the center of the driveway that likely 
predates the house.  Rob Judy’s company repainted the 
exterior of the house in 2019.  While painting the shutters 
their original green color, Mr. Judy’s team discovered 
that reversing the shutters and installing them on new 
hinges would once again make them functional.

We are continuing to research the history of our home 
and would appreciate any additional information that 
members of the community may have, especially old 
interior pictures. 
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712 E. ANN STREET Continued

When one of our tenants moved out in 1988, I moved in during the coldest February ever. 
Eventually we stopped renting the other bedroom as well, and by 1990 we had built a 
wonderful deck on the second floor over our kitchen. We did more interior work, totally 
renovating a bathroom and taking off wallpaper in the upstairs bedrooms. But we kept the 
fancy wallpaper Naomi had put in the hallway and the downstairs bedroom. Her daughters 
loved it when they came to visit. Our deck has been used for numerous grilling parties and 
of course my 75-odd house plants who love being outside. We also continued our brunch 
tradition on the first Saturday of every month and our annual Hanukkah party as well because 
this house is great for entertaining.

We did several renovation projects using the historic tax credits but the biggest project we 
did was stabilizing the four pillars in the front before the tax credits existed! The pillars were 
being painted when the painter discovered they were detached from the pediment and were 

moving! Local architect Marc Rueter helped us design a sleeve to go into the hollow pillars which would sit on a foundation 
of concrete blocks. This was a great solution to a scary problem that revealed serious structural issues. 

Our house was built for Moses Gunn in 1850-51. He was one of the founders of the UM Medical School and had come to Ann 
Arbor from Geneva, New York in 1848. He married a local girl who authored a book about him after he died in Chicago in 1887. 

After a brief time here, they moved to Detroit, and he commuted by train to teach his classes and do his clinical work. A 
large oil portrait of him hangs today in the UM Hospital, recognizing his importance in attracting top talent to the University.

The house then was purchased by Mr. Richard Hooper who operated a brewery at the foot of State St, where the Gandy 
Dancer parking area is today. Hooper sold it to William H. Payne, professor of the Science and Art of Teaching. Payne’s papers 
are at the Bentley Library, and they provided us with the earliest known photo of the house when it was rented by the well-
known librarian Nellie Loving around 1910.

In 1898, the house was purchased by Arthur Brown who moved it from the corner of State and Ann.  It was purportedly 
a twin of the Felch house next door (now covered with stucco and expanded greatly)]. No doubt the problems with our 
pillars were the result of a poor job of moving it. It then became a rental until Naomi James and her husband bought it in 

1945. Since we began our story here in 1987, we only have a few years to go to beat 
Naomi’s record for years lived here!

We’ve loved every minute of our living here. We can walk to restaurants, movie 
theaters, the UM Campus, Power Center, Hill Auditorium, and the Graduate 
Library. We can walk to Main Street. We can walk to Kerrytown. And we practice 
and live the joys of historic preservation.
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MY PLACE – 338 EAST KINGSLEY STREET
By ELLEANOR CROWN

continued on next page

“Brringg, brringg” insisted the phone.  It was early 
Saturday morning.  My partner Jim was out of town.  I 
answered sleepily.

“I’m picking you up at 10:00,” our agent and old friend 
Ed Surovell told me in no uncertain terms, “We’re going 
to Farmers’ Market and then to see a house, and you’re 
going to make an offer,”  

It was 1975.  Jim and I had been looking for a house 
priced at the bottom of the housing market which was 
around $30,000.  We had made a couple of unsuccessful 
offers on places with big problems.  I was not optimistic.  

I owe my old buddy, the late art historian John B. 
Cameron, for my appreciation of old houses.  During and 
after my year teaching at Oakland University, he hauled 
me all over Michigan, pointing out historic properties 
in places like Manchester and Romeo, describing the 
architectural features, and explaining their history.  So, 
when I walked into the living room and saw a marble 
fireplace, I was hooked.  John would tell me later that it 
was a kit that came in four pieces, right and left sides, a 
corbel to cover the seam between the two, and a mantle.  
New York apartments are full of them, he said.

John Davidson (1805-1881), a builder who was responsible 
for many public structures in Ann Arbor including the first 
county jail, owned the entire block and took advantage 
of the oaks cut down to make way for the street to 
construct a home for his family.  Evidence suggests the 
house, originally located on the corner lot, was built in 
1835.  It was moved one lot west in the first decade of 

the 20th century.  William Corson, a state conservation 
officer who served in the Michigan Volunteer Infantry in 
the Spanish Civil War, and his family moved in before 1920.  
He owned Corson’s Cozy Corner Saloon at the northwest 
corner of Main and Ann and was responsible for adding 
the front and back porches.  When his daughter Mildred 
married William Brownson, he moved in and they raised 
their family here.  I have met and corresponded with 
their daughter Marcy who lives in New York City.  She 
has very fond memories of growing up in the house and 
in the neighborhood.  

Jim and I moved in that fall.  The fireplace was a joy.  Some 
of the other things were not.  The kitchen cabinets were a 
hodge-podge of wonky styles, probably salvaged items 
installed at different times.  The kitchen was carpeted 
wall-to-wall in olive green with orange polka dots.  The 
tiny room that would become my study was covered in 
expensive red flock on red paper with red woodwork and 
a wall lamp with a red shade.  The previous owners had 
furnished it with a red couch and a red Oriental-style 
rug.  I tried to live with all that scarlet, but soon gave up, 
stripped it down, and painted it in neutral tones.  

Before much time passed, Jim was gone, and the house 
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MY PLACE – 338 EAST KINGSLEY STREET Continued

was mine.  Over the years, I have painted every wall at 
least once.  In recent years, I have aged out of DIY projects 
that involve tall ladders and long paint poles and most 
of it has been done by a pro.  After serious water damage 
caused by a bad roof job done by a highly recommended 
company, the bathroom had to be taken down to the 
studs.  For several weeks in a very cold January, nothing 
in that room worked except the bathtub drain and the 
toilet.  I sponge bathed in the tub with buckets of water 
from the kitchen and washed my hair in the kitchen sink.  
When he gave me permission to take a real bath, the 
contractor presented me with a bag of bath salts and 
a bottle of wine.  That first soak was a joy indeed!   I 
lived with the kitchen cabinets, only refreshed by several 
paint jobs, until a little over a decade ago when they 
were replaced along with other updates and, for the first 
time in my life, I have a dishwasher!  

The walls and floor of the tiny back porch were in pretty 
sad shape, so it got a redo at the same time that the 
electrical was upgraded in 2009.  In the walls, we found 
a manicure set, a few marbles, the building permit for 
the porch (dated 1923), a fishing rod handle, a lovely 
little fishing lure, and the foreleg of a deer!  I expected 
a few whisky bottles to show up to account for what 
must have been a hunting season joke.  When the deck 

of the wraparound porch had to be rebuilt, a half dozen 
old bottles turned up including one for Dr. King’s New 
Discovery for Coughs and Colds that contained a toxic 
blend of chloroform, morphine, and pine tar!

A couple of years ago, while I sat on the porch reading, 
three young adults with a child in a stroller stopped on 
the sidewalk and one of the men began pointing things 
out to the other two.  I stood up and said hello.  The 
man said he was showing his friends the house in which 
he had once lived, and he asked if I knew from whom I 
had bought it.  “Sure,” I said and gave him the names.  
“Those are my parents!” he announced.  Right now, I sit 
in the room that held his playthings where I met him 
when he was six.  It has now become my study and he 
has become a sociologist.  

My house lacks some of the upgrades many people 
consider necessary.  I contend that a home within walking 
distance of my pre-retirement job at the University 
of Michigan and all my favorite places for shopping, 
entertainment, and many friends is worth far more than 
modern conveniences.  And, when that day comes when 
driving is no longer advisable, the decision to give up the 
car will be far easier than it would be out somewhere in 
the suburbs. 

OLD BOTTLES

BUILDING PERMIT, DEER LEG, AND LURE
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514 LAWRENCE STREET
BY DAN AND MARIANNE CLAUW

“You’re going to live here?”  Those words greeted us when we 
visited 514 Lawrence St. after completing the purchase of the house 
in April 2011.  We pulled into the rutted, muddy driveway and found 
several of the rooming house tenants on the concrete stoop of the 
house, smoking cigarettes.  It was perhaps a common thought of 
friends and family. Other than Dan’s father, who kept repeating 
“It’s a lot of work.” as he walked about, most people kept their 
counsel.  Admittedly, there was very little historical charm in the 
house which had been a rental for decades.  However, it was just 
the type of house we wanted.  It was on a large lot, on a quiet tree-
lined street, and only 1.5 blocks from the bustle of Kerrytown and 
the Farmers Market.  In the other direction, we were three short 
blocks from the North Quad corner of Central Campus, and the 
many shops and restaurants of the State Street commercial district.  

Seven months later, when the tenant leases expired, demolition 
and exploration began.  We had used those months to develop an 
architectural plan which returned the house to a similar configuration 
of its early days.  Instead of seven bedrooms crammed willy-
nilly through the upper and lower levels, we returned it to three 
bedrooms.  When the sheetrock walls were removed from the 1960’s 
era kitchen, we discovered the framing of the original windows and 
converted the kitchen, boxy dining room, and a bedroom which had 
been shoehorned into the corner of the kitchen, into a larger, open 
plan kitchen and dining space.   We found the upper hallway railing 
over the stairs had been preserved when a wall was built over it.  
Original hardwood floors were discovered when decrepit carpeting 
was pulled out of the upstairs rooms.  

The basement was a treasure trove of hints as to the various 
stages of the house.  Different types of stone, brick, and concrete 
foundations showed the progression.  With those puzzle pieces 
and historical “birds-eye” maps of Ann Arbor, we concluded the house had three major stages.  It started as a one-
story cottage in the 1850s.  A lean-to style addition was added to the back around the late 1800s, and a major 
addition sideways and upward was made in the 1930s.  That construction timeframe was confirmed by the 1930s-era 
magazines used as insulation in the walls. When we explored the attic, we discovered charred roof beams from a fire.  
Rather than remove them, the homeowners of the 1930s built a new, larger roof over the top of them, thus allowing 
the sideway expansion.  The original, small front door had been moved to the side of the house.  

We moved into our new/old house at the end of December 2013.  We had added an all-season sunroom to the back of 
the house, and a new garage.  The gravel backyard was restored to a city garden.  The indoor finishes and furnishings 
were respectful of the house’s eras, while offering a comfortable living space.  Old windows were refurbished, and 
new windows in the old style replaced the 1960s era picture windows.  Most important, the use of environmentally 
sensitive construction techniques, outstanding insulation, and a geothermal heating and cooling system results in 
the achievement of LEED Gold certification.  We were pleased to receive a Historical Rehabilitation Award from the 
Ann Arbor Historic District Commission in 2015.  This was gratifying because it allowed us to thank the Commission 
staff and volunteers who had provided invaluable guidance and support throughout the design and construction 
process.

continued on next page
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People often observe that OFW residents can “walk 
everywhere”.  It is such a joy to step off your porch and 
walk in a few minutes to grocery stores, restaurants, 
markets, pharmacies, retail shops, theaters, and much 
of the University of Michigan campus.  Going north, 
one reaches the river in a few minutes.  The pending 
development of the old DTE industrial site into a mixed-
use site with plenty of community green space along the 
river will make those walks even more delightful.   

We like to think that the hundreds of former residents 
of 514 Lawrence would approve of our changes.  Every 
once in a while, alumni will stop by, sometimes with 
their own children, to see the house where they lived as 
students.  The adult’s eyes will widen at the changes, 
while the children wonder what’s the big deal.   It’s just a 
nice house to them.  Yes, it is.  It truly is.  

513 LAWRENCE STREET Continued

The last two years have challenged us to adjust to an 
uninvited and unexpected situation.  We have been 
forced to halt all in-person events, no spring party, no 
gathering for meetings at St. Andrews Church.  Two 

years ago, most of us had never heard of Zoom and 
now it seems a part of everyday life.  But we have 
managed to carry on and to feel more united as a 
neighborhood as we have been able to lend a hand to 
each other through the good times and the frustrating 
ones.  We have continued our efforts to keep our 
neighborhood the warm, friendly, safe, vibrant space 
we all value so much.
The Old Fourth Ward Association is grateful to everyone 
who has attended virtual meetings, continued to 
support the association financially, contributed to this 
newsletter, participated in city government and civic 
activities, and enjoyed the benefits of life in the OFW.  
This newsletter is one way we communicate our ideas 
and work together on behalf of the neighborhood.  
We welcome submissions from anyone who has 
items of interest to share and we are happy to hear 
suggestions from you about topics you would like to 
see included on these pages.  
Elleanor Crown, Newsletter Editor

LIFE IN THE OLD FOURTH WARD:   
LOOKING BACK – LOOKING FORWARD

2018 OFW SPRING PARTY  
-- LET’S HOPE FOR ANOTHER IN 2023!
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Available at local bookstores and on Amazon

robust local economy

216 N. FOURTH AVE. ANN ARBOR • Ph. (734) 994 - 9174 • PEOPLESFOOD.COOP

You help create a

when you shop at the co-op.

NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI

• Downtown Full Service Grocery Store
• Fresh Local Produce Year Around
• Variety of Wines & Craft Beer
• Hot & Cold Food Bar & Cafe

STORE HOURS
Monday - Saturday Sunday
8am - 10pm 9am - 10pm

Kennedy Care is a home health agency that was humbly founded in Ann 
Arbor and 16 years later now serves families across the state of Michigan. 

800.796.CARE www.kennedycare.com
150 S Fifth Avenue Suite 205 Ann Arbor, MI 48104

We provide home based services to individuals with an array of needs - 
from those needing short term rehabilitation to 24 hour care due to a 

catastrophic injury. 

Please contact us today if you have any questions about who we are 
and how we can serve you.

100 N State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

734.663.4189
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The OFWA extends thanks to the following sustaining 
 members for their generosity:
 

Cameron Holdings • Hobbs & Black • Maven Development • Steve 
& Chelsea Kaplan • Morningside Group • Janet Kreger • Julie 
Ritter & WAP John • Richard Rowe • Norm & Ilene Tyler • Susan 
Wineberg & Lars Bjorn • Elleanor Crown • Jeff & Christine Crockett

Old Fourth Ward Historic District



19

2022 Old Fourth Association Membership Dues
Individuals ($10) Family ($20)  Business ($50) Donor level ($100)

Date: _____________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City plus Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount sent: _______________________________

PLEASE SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION ALONG WITH THIS FORM 

TO:

OFWA / c/o Lars Bjorn

712 East Ann Street

Ann Arbor MI 48104

If you have not yet paid your 2022 membership dues, please do so soon.  
 Your support is important to us and makes it possible for us to publish 

this newsletter and host the annual spring party.

Membership Categories:
Individual – $10 

Family – $20 

Corporate – $50 

Sustaining – $100 

Other – Any amount chosen

Memberships may be paid via check and mailed to the attention of the Treasurer, OFWA (Lars Bjorn  

/ Treasurer, OFWA, 712 East Ann St., Ann Arbor MI  48104); paid in person (via check or credit card) at the 

community meetings or donate directly, https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association.

http://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association


CONTACT INFORMATION

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Christine Crockett, President
 christinecrockett8@gmail.com 
Ray Detter, Vice-President
 rdetter@umich.edu 
Lars Bjorn, Treasurer
 lbjorn@umich.edu 
Jeff Crockett, Communications Officer
 jeffcrockett8@gmail.com 
Ilene Tyler, Publicity Director
 ilene.tyler@gmail.com 
Susan Wineberg, Historic Preservation Officer
 swines@umich.edu 
Elleanor Crown, Membership Officer, Newsletter Editor  
     ecrown@umich.edu

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION BOARD

Steve Kaplan asherdanielkaplan@gmail.com 
David Kennedy david@kennedycare.com
Julie Ritter ritter.julie@gmail.com

CITY OF ANN ARBOR
Go to  https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contac-
tus.aspx

A2 FIX IT!
Reporting a problem just got easier than ever with 
A2 Fix It, a website (see link below) now available to 
document, report and resolve all sorts of problems, 
e.g. trash pickup, violations of community 
standards, burned out lights, potholes, vegetation 
over growth, etc.  Use the link below to enter a 
report from your computer. 

http://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-a-
Problem.aspx

1st Ward Council Reps:
Lisa Disch  ldisch@a2gov.org
Jeff Hayner  jhayner@a2gov.org

Ann Arbor GIS Maps and Resources:
https://www.a2gov.org/services/GIS/Pages/
default.aspx

Visit and Like our Facebook page at  
https://www.facebook.com/OFWAA2

Old Fourth Ward Association
506 E. Kingsley St.
Ann Arbor MI 48104
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