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“For such a long time now, we have missed seeing you.  We hope that you are doing well in this difficult time 
and that you share with us the optimism that, before long, we will be able to assemble safely.  In the mean-
time, please join us for our spring meeting which will be held on May 6, 2021 at 7:00 pm on Zoom.  You will 
receive an announcement of the topic and participants and a Zoom link shortly before the meeting.”

THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
120 S. State St.

By SUSAN WINEBERG
A Methodist Church has been on this block of S. State St. since the 1860s 
but the current church is not included within the boundaries of the Old 
Fourth Ward because it was not fifty years old at the time the historic 
district was established in 1983. It was also inadvertently left out of my 
book, Historic Ann Arbor: An Architectural Guide for reasons unknown 
to me. This was also the case with several other write-ups and we hope 
to correct it in the next printing. 

The Methodist church traces its beginnings to the Wesleyan Revival in 
England in the 1730s, when John Wesley had an epiphany of trusting in 
Christ and that “He had taken away my sins and saved me from the law of 
sin and death.” He preached this gospel throughout England and it spread 
around the world and was brought to America by the colonists through 
missionaries appointed by John Wesley himself. They proclaimed the 
“good news of God’s love for all as revealed in Jesus Christ.”  Although 
opposed by the Anglican Church in England, Methodism was constituted 
as a separate entity in Baltimore in 1784. In 1843 there was a breakaway 
group who called themselves the Methodist Church of America which was 
started by antislavery Methodists. There was then a split, with Northern 
groups calling themselves The Methodist Episcopal Church. Three Black 
churches also came out of the antislavery movement, including the AME 

continued on next page
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THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Continued

(African Methodist Episcopal) Church. Some divisions, 
including this one, came together in 1968 to form the 
United Methodist Church. Ironically, John Wesley himself 
lived and died an Anglican!

In Michigan, the first sermon preached by a Methodist 
was in Detroit by a Canadian, who in 1804 preached 
mostly to the Catholics there. This led to the forming of 
the first Methodist society in 1810 and the first chapel was 
built in what is now Dearborn in 1818. Michigan was then 
a territory. The opening of the Erie Canal in 1825 brought 
so many from upstate New York that the Ann Arbor 
Circuit, created in 1830, had to be divided in 1831 between 
Tecumseh and Ypsilanti. 

This new circuit had 35 itinerant preachers who ’rode the 
circuit’ on horseback to preach in various villages. When 
Michigan became the 26th state in 1837, the railroads 
brought more settlers and the population doubled and 
then redoubled. The growth of the Methodist Church 
matched the 250% increase in the population of the state 
and Methodism had clearly established a firm place in the 
culture.

Ann Arbor’s first Methodist circuit rider was John 
Baughman who appeared in 1825, one year after Ann 
Arbor was founded. There were five log cabins and no 
Methodists! But by 1827, a Methodist Society had been 
organized. In 1837 several momentous things occurred 
besides Michigan becoming a state: The University of 
Michigan was offered 40 acres by local businessmen and 
the Methodists built their first church at the SW corner 
of Ann and Fifth (now the site of the Fire Department.) 
The church had 111 members. By 1865, the church had 
grown to 381 members and needed a new building. A 

site was chosen on S. State St., across from the city’s 
High School and a block from the University. A red-brick, 
Gothic Revival Church with a tall spire was begun at the 
NW corner of Washington and State in 1866 when the 
cornerstone was laid. In 1867 the last service was held 
at the old church. (It was sold to the Unitarians and after 
that was known as the Unity Block.) The new church was 
built by a congregant, W.H. Mallory, a contractor who with 
his partners Wines and Douglas produced the plans for 
the building. Professionals from Detroit, Webster, NY, and 
Ypsilanti were hired as masons, pipe fitters and marble 
carvers.

The First Methodist Church, known then as the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, thrived in this location and many 
members were UM faculty. It didn’t hurt that the president 
of the University, Erastus O. Haven, was the President of 
the Board of Trustees of the church! The High School even 
held its graduation exercises in the church in 1867.

 In 1906, a spectacular fire in the steeple, caused by 
lightning, produced a frightening event when it fell onto 
State Street. By the 1930s the membership was 2,125 and 
the need for a new church was again evident. Serious 
problems with the old church were also apparent. Sills 
were rotted, posts holding up the gallery were badly out of 
plumb and the pressure of the roof was forcing the walls 
to bow outward. A building committee hired the local 
architectural firm of Fry and Kasurin to look into fixing 
the old church. The cost was so high that they were hired 
to build a new church. Some of Ann Arbor’s wealthiest 
men, Harry B. Earhart and Arnold Goss, worked hard to 
get a contribution from Sebastian Kresge of the Kresge 
Foundation. Earhart contributed $100,000.00, a third of 
the cost. Kresge gave a third, and the church gave a third. 

CURRENT CHURCH IN 1939 
PHOTO BY ECK STANGER FOR THE ANN ARBOR NEWS

MCMILLAN HALL Y.M.C.A.

continued on next page
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It was decided to build a T-shaped Gothic style structure 
without a spire and faced with Indiana limestone.

Groundbreaking for a new church just to the north at 
the SW corner of Huron and State occurred in 1938. This 
required the demolition of Sackett Hall and McMillan Hall, 
a house and a red-brick building that had been used as 
the Presbyterian Campus Ministry and the YMCA before 
being sold to the Methodist Church. In addition to Fry 
and Kasurin, other architects involved included Smith, 
Hinchman, and Grylls of Detroit and the Board of Church 
Architecture of New York. The new building was dedicated 
in October of 1940 and the Wesley Wing opened in 1942. 
The interior contains stained glass by the Detroit Stained 
Glass Works, and wood carvings by noted woodcarver 
Alois Lang who also did carvings for Bethlehem Evangelical 
Church. An early post card of this church has it labeled as 
First Methodist Church. In 1968, it became the First United 
Methodist Church.

In 1954, Ann Arbor architecture firm Colvin, Robinson, 
and Associates, designed a new wing for Education. In 
1983, local architect David Byrd was hired to design a 
round chapel. Mr. Byrd died during construction and the 
work was completed by another local architect David 
Evans, who was a church member and co-founder of the 
historic preservation firm Quinn Evans Architects. In 1981, 
a Memorial Garden was added along the Washington 
St. side of the church. In 2000, a new entry in the rear 
was designed in the Gothic style for drop-offs from cars. 
It received a Rehabilitation Award from the Historic 
District Commission in 2003 for its sensitive design which 
complemented the stone church. In 1988, members of the 
church became more interested in its history and an area 
was set aside to display artifacts and papers from the 
old church.  A substantial interior renovation and a small 
addition were done in 2001 and other interior projects 
occurred until 2006. 

In 1959, a story involving the church captured world 
attention. Two policemen discovered that a Chinese 
student had been hiding in the attic for four years, too 
ashamed, because of poor grades, to face his family 
at home. He was re-instated in school, graduated and 
returned to Singapore. This saga was documented in LIFE 
magazine. 

The First United Methodist Church and the Wesley 
Foundation continue to occupy and wonderfully maintain 
their home of over 75 years. Their continued downtown 
presence adds to a sense of community and the link 
between town and gown. In 2016, the Ann Arbor Historic 

District Commission recognized the church with a 
Preservation award, given “in recognition of superior 
maintenance of a significant property to preserve its 
essential, historical, cultural or architectural value for a 
period of 10 years or more.”

Today, the 1,000-member congregation thrives with a 
diverse community overseen by Pastors Nancy Lynn, Nick 
and Tim. They have a satellite church called Green Wood 
on Green Road, a cooperative nursery school known as 
FUMCN, and several choirs and bell ringers. It is also a 
very LGBTQ-friendly church. And they still live by the old 
precepts: “To Know God, to Love Others and to Serve the 
World.”

[Much of this information is from The History of the First 
United Methodist Church, Ann Arbor, Michigan 1827-1990 
by Fay Allen Kincaid and Reba Robinson.]

In Memoriam: Raymond Harary 1927-2021

Raymond and his wife Sigrid were featured in the 
fall 2020 edition of our newsletter.  We will miss his 

intellect, his wit, and his indomitable spirit. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TODAY

THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Continued
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Public Act 343 of 2020 has just completed its long and 
arduous journey to finally be enacted by members in 
both houses of the State Legislature and signed into 
law by the Governor. This is how it is summarized on 
the Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
(MEDC) web site:

https://www.miplace.org/historic-preservation/
programs-and-services/historic-preservation-tax-
credits/

“As we work to recover and revitalize Michigan 
communities, the new State Historic Tax Credit program 
signed into law by Governor Whitmer on December 
30, 2020 will help support place-based projects while 
promoting the preservation of Michigan’s historic 
resources.

This new program will be available for both commercial 
properties and individual homeowner residences. 
PA 343 of 2020 requires the Michigan State Historic 
Preservation Office to conduct a public rulemaking 
process before the program can formally begin. Details 
such as application procedures, more detailed eligibility 
requirements, transfer rules, etc. will be determined as 
part of this process. The expectation is that the first 
applications will not be accepted before mid-summer 
of 2021, at the earliest.

Eligible properties must be listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places, the State Register of Historic Sites, or 
be in a local historic district, and either be individually 
listed or contribute to a listed district. The credit has a 
$5 million cap per calendar year, which will be divided 
into

•  $2 million for commercial with expenses of $2 million
or greater

•  $2 million for commercial with expenses of less than
$2 million

• $1 million total for residential projects

Credits will be awarded on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
Additional updates will be shared on this webpage.”

Forms to apply for this new tax credit can be 
downloaded from the National Park Service (NPS) 

web site: https://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/
application.htm which is also linked from the MEDC 
home page. “Applicants are strongly advised to consult 
their State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) early in 
the process of preparing an application.” While people 
will be anxious to make use of this new economic 
tool, Public Act 343 requires the SHPO to conduct a 
public rulemaking process before the program can 
formally begin. Details such as application procedures, 
more detailed eligibility requirements, transfer rules, 
and other information will be determined through 
this process. The rulemaking process, which is based 
on state statute, may take 12-18 months before the 
program can accept applications. 

Information can also be found on the Michigan Historic 
Preservation Network (MHPN) web site. https://www.
mhpn.org

The Old Fourth Ward is listed as a historic district, as are 
the Ann Street and Division Street historic districts, both 
of which fall within the Old Fourth Ward neighborhood. 
Several properties listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places qualify for tax credits as individual 
properties, but still require the same reviews by the 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). All of this can 
be confusing, so I recommend as a first step confirming 
how your property qualifies and which route to take in 
applying for the tax credits when the process opens up. 
This is easiest to do by contacting Jill Thacher, Historic 
Preservation Coordinator, at the City of Ann Arbor; her 
contact information is: 734.794.6265 x 42608 or email: 
jthacher@a2gov.org

In 2002, 2005, and 2011, Norm and Ilene submitted all 
of the requisite forms, and our work was approved, 
three times under the old legislation. The historic 
preservation tax credits were absolutely critical to 
our restoring The Robert S. Wilson House under our 
stewardship. We could not have invested in and 
financed the work without this tax relief from the State. 
We hope this new program will provide an incentive for 
others. We thank our elected officials and our Governor 
for enacting this legislation. We hope this will solidify 
an interest in historic preservation in our community 
and throughout the State of Michigan.

STATE HISTORIC TAX CREDIT PROGRAM
By ILENE R. TYLER AND NORMAN TYLER

https://www.miplace.org/historic-preservation/programs-and-services/historic-preservation-tax-credits/
https://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/
https://www.mhpn.org
https://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/application.htm
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Restoring Your House in the Old Fourth Ward
By JEFF AND CHRISTINE CROCKETT

The State Legislature recently passed 
Public Act 343 of 2020 which re-activates 
historic tax credits. While we wait for the 
application process to be developed, now 
is the time for property owners in the Old 
Fourth Ward to reacquaint themselves 
with the process for renovating their 
historic property.  For more on the current 
status of the law’s implementation go to:

https://www.miplace.org/historic-
preservation/programs-and-services/
historic-preservation-tax-credits/

A number of us in the Old Fourth Ward 
have successfully followed the process 
dictated by Ann Arbor’s Historic District 
Guidelines. The process to follow is 
available at the City of Ann Arbor’s 
Historic Preservation Site accessible at: 
www.a2gov.org/hdc.

Our best advice when considering a project on your historic property is to first contact Historic District 
Coordinator Jill Thacher at 734.794.6265 x 42608, or email Jthacher@a2gov.org to determine whether your 
proposed change will require a review. Minor changes not affecting historic materials on the exterior or a repair 
using matching materials may be approved with a staff review that includes a $35 fee. Proposed changes 
that involve modifications to the exterior structure and landscaping may be assigned to a Commission review.

Chris and I have made several applications for changes to the exterior of our home such as the replacement 
of siding, storm window, new paint colors, reinforcing the structural integrity of our front porch, rebuilding 
the front steps, and adding a door to a second story porch where there was once a window.  Each time, we 
first consulted with the Historic District Coordinator at the time, Heather Edwards, followed her advice, and 
completed the project successfully without a hitch. In fact, Heather nominated our project for the Governor’s 
Award for Historic Preservation which we won in 2003. This award would not have been possible without the 
support of our local Historic District Commission. 

The good news is that we in the Old Fourth Ward have benefited from and appreciated the excellent service 
provided by current Historic District Coordinator Jill Thacher and look forward to her continued support. Not 
only does she provide excellent consulting support for challenging projects, but she directs us to quality 
preservation specialists. For example, in our 2003 project, we were directed to Robert Schweitzer, an historic 
house color specialist, who advised us on a beautiful six color selection appropriate for our 19th Century 
Queen Anne home. The other good news is that, because of our historic districts, a number of local residents 
have experience in navigating through the process.  While some may view the Historic District Guidelines as a 
burdensome restriction, we find them to be a valuable resource in helping to preserve our local history. Afterall, 
the downtown historic neighborhoods serve as a magnet for visitors who enjoy walking our neighborhoods 
to see the beautiful architecture. We and our Old Fourth Ward neighbors view our historic preservation efforts 

GOVERNOR’S AWARD POSTER FEATURING CROCKETT HOME

continued on next page

https://www.miplace.org/historic-preservation/programs-and-services/historic-preservation-tax-credits/
www.a2gov.org/hdc
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as an expression of appreciation for all the enjoyment we have experienced in living in downtown Ann Arbor. 
It has also been extremely gratifying to hear the voices of gratitude not just from visitors who stop to talk in 
front of our homes but also from descendants of people who once lived in our homes. 

For those who want to dig deeper into the ABCs of Historic Preservation in Ann Arbor, we encourage you to 
consult the following resources, and more, at www.a2gov.org/hdc.

On the home page: Links found in the left sidebar:
How to Tell if a Property is in a Historic District Application form, submittal dates and fees
Application Process Commission members
Design Guidelines Maps

Annual Awards

Restoring Your House in the Old Fourth Ward Continued

UPDATE ON SUSTAINABILITY GOALS IN ANN ARBOR
By CHRISTINE CROCKETT

On January 19th Galen Hardy, 
the Sustainability and Inno-
vations Engagement Special-
ist in Ann Arbor, convened 
the first 2021 Quarterly 
Neighborhood Associations 
and Community Leaders 
Meeting of the year to dis-
cuss issues of sustainability. 
Also representing the City of 
Ann Arbor at this meeting 

were Sean Reynold, the Urban Tree Specialist Coordinator, 
Erika Pratt, the Volunteer Program and Outreach Coordi-
nator, and Jennifer Petoskey, the Solid Waste Outreach & 
Compliance Specialist who works in trash recycling.  Galen 
shared the newest A2ZERO updates and expressed en-
thusiasm in hearing from representatives of the greater 
Ann Arbor community. Among the topics addressed in 
this meeting were trash and compost collection, and the 
new AA initiative to plant 10,000 trees on private property 
over the next year. 

Sustainability and lowering carbon emissions have long 
been important themes in the Old Fourth Ward (OFW).  
Every fall about 95% of the residents in the OFW change. 
With the influx of thousands of new individuals, most of 
them UM students, the OFW long-term residents have 
assumed the responsibility of instructing all newcomers 
about sanitary and sustainable practices here in town. 
The meeting with Galen Hardy gave me a chance to brag 
a bit about all we do to familiarize incoming students 
with trash and compost pickup, getting parking permits, 
where to report problems, working with Beyond-the- Diag 
and the ICC, and other practices to keep our neighbor-
hood safe and clean. It was clear that the OFW is highly 

involved with the well-being of the city to a far greater 
extent than other neighborhoods.  

The most surprising topic of the meeting was the  program 
to plant 10,000 trees on private property throughout the 
city of Ann Arbor. Everyone who is concerned about en-
hancing the protective tree canopy in AA will likely be 
pleased with this new initiative which will be under the 
direction of Sean Reynolds. Although the details have not 
been fully developed, it seems that it will work somewhat 
like this: 1) Property owners can first apply to the city to 
participate in the program; 2.)The owners will be able to 
select from a variety of approved trees; 3) The trees will 
be purchased at a discounted price from local nurseries; 
4) The city will assist property owners with instructions
and advice in planting and feeding their trees; 5) The
property owner will then become fully responsible for wa-
tering and nurturing their trees to ensure their viability.
Although the trees won’t be free, the price will be reduced
from retail. The city plans to purchase all the trees from
local nurseries.

No dates were given for when the 10,000-tree program 
will begin, or exactly how to apply, but I’m hoping to get 
further instructions at the next Quarterly Neighborhood 
Associations and Community Leaders Meeting. I inquired 
about whether other plant material, such as shrubs and 
perennial flowers, might be included in the program. At 
this time the planting is limited to trees only. 

It was most informative to learn that the city has staff 
specializing in various aspects of community outreach. I 
look forward to continuing this work with Mr. Hardy and 
others on his team in the City of Ann Arbor to realize our 
2030 Carbon Emissions goals. If you wish to contact  Galen 
Hardy personally, his email is GHardy@a2gov.org.

www.a2gov.org/hdc


7

The Old Fourth Ward is filled with innocence, youth, curiosity, wisdom, 
opportunity and potential. It is home to City Hall, the Police and Fire 
Station, Community High School, St. Thomas and St. Andrew churches, 
Zingerman’s and story book homes. As a result, it is an incredibly lucra-
tive and sophisticated real estate submarket. 

This is where my family has been able to build and provide for their 
future, starting with my grandmother, Helen Pappas, who immigrated 
here with her savings in the 1950’s when she bought her first house 
at 610 Lawrence. While she worked in the maternity ward at the old 
St Joe’s on Ingalls, she rented rooms in her house to writers, philos-
ophers, artists and travelers. Living a frugal life and saving her rental 
income, she was able to buy another house at 314 N. Thayer. With time, 
the savings increased as did her acquisitions and credibility with local 
banks. My father, Peter Mintzias, also an immigrant who arrived in Ann 
Arbor in the 1970s, earned his PHD in Lansing, worked for a couple of 
large corporations, then moved our family back to Ann Arbor in the late 
1980’s. He applied an unmoved determination, innovativeness and a 
tenant-centered approach to take the business to a new level. My moth-
er, Katherine Mintzias, who grew up in the Old Fourth Ward, has devoted 
her entire life to the preservation of the OFW. She continues the work to 
this day, gratefully serving residents and maintaining historic properties 
through Pappas Rentals. It is a business that has been built on hard-
work, joy, sacrifice and tears. My sister, Elena, lived in the OFW while she 
attended the U of M and my brother, Marc, was the unifier of a family 

business and an inspiration of 
hope, faith and love. It’s the place where my wife and I met. So, the level of 
gratitude I have for the OFW, the City of Ann Arbor and the University of Michi-
gan has been life-giving and one I will carry wherever I go, thus the inspiration 
to create a video (see https://youtu.be/8oO3bVIfhp0) to accompany the sale 
listing of 603 Lawrence. I reached out to Mike Hensel and we made it happen. 

Our neighborhood is bordered by high rises and central campus to the south, 
the U of M hospital and medical campus to the east, Kerrytown and beautiful, 
modern developments to the west and the Huron River to the North. We are 
preserved in time.

If one takes a walk around the OFW, the command of proportion and the sense 
of scale of real estate around us is breathtaking, as if you are witnessing a 
sense of majesty. Within a few blocks you can fix your gaze upon architectural 
styles of Greek Revival, Italianate, Queen Anne, Tudor Revival, Victorian, ver-
nacular and more. Combined with the sound of church bells, the Bell Tower and 
the Kerrytown clock tower, it’s almost as if you are living in a fairy tale.

Think of all the time and resources people spend admiring beautiful buildings 
and architecture and picturesque surroundings around the world. This is part 
of America’s cultural heritage and the OFW has yet to reach its full potential. 
Taking a bird’s eye view more fully captures the beauty and potential of this 
neighborhood during a time where it will be essential to allocate our energies 
to illustrate why Ann Arbor is a place to visit and relocate for people of all ages, 
color, choices, profession and beliefs.  As we reach new heights of a community 
effort and channel this energy, the best days wait for the OFW and the City of 
Ann Arbor.

THE OLD FOURTH WARD AS THE CENTER OF MY WORLD
By ZACH MINTZIAS

ZACK AT 603 LAWRENCE

MINTZIAS FAMILY

https://youtu.be/8oO3bVIfhp0
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The Miraculous Transformation Of 418 N. Division St.
By SUSAN WINEBERG

In December, “when, what to my wondering eyes should appear” 
but an old building shorn of its ugly asbestos siding to reveal the 
beauty underneath. I ran home to get my camera to document 
this renovation in progress, looked up the building permit, got 
the name of the contractor, and asked him for permission to 
photograph and document the interior before they completed 
the internal demolition. Ilene Tyler accompanied me, and we 
found the remnants of what clearly had been a showpiece house. 
There were two parlors with elaborate trim along the cove line 
of the ceiling and plaster medallions in the center of the ceiling. 
There was also one painted slate fireplace which hopefully will be 
retained. There is also a lot of unusual trim around the doorways, 
with twisted roping 
and delicate flowers.

When I began 
researching buildings for the Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
in 1977, this building was noted in Lela Duff’s book Ann Arbor 
Yesterdays to be that of James Kingsley and to have been moved 
there by Mr. Rinsey who built the elaborate Queen Anne at the 
corner of Division and Lawrence. But further research using old 
Birds Eye Maps showed that there was already a house on this 
lot before Kingsley’s house was moved there. In fact, Kingsley’s 
house was moved to the lot just south of 418. The house appears 
on the 1866 Birds Eye map, so it is at least that old.

In 1869, the Michigan Argus of May 28 noted that “The Honorable 
H.G. Williams 
of Marquette 
purchased the unfinished house of the late David DeForest, 
corner of Division and North [Kingsley] for $7,000 (a fortune 
in those times) and has contracted with Partridge, Laffrey 
and Co. to complete same.” David DeForest was a noted 
local lumber baron. The 1870 census shows Williams and his 
family living in the house. He was involved in iron mining in 
the Upper Peninsula.

It appears he went back to Marquette, for by 1874, P. Goetz, 
grocer and provisioner is living here. In 1878. His son John 
and grandson John Jr. took over and continued to live here 
until ca. 1895. They ran a successful saloon at the train 

CEILING MEDALLION

EXTERIOR DETAIL

418 N. DIVISION 1910
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station and later moved to Main St. where they ran a saloon, 
a restaurant and grocery (these often seamlessly merged into 
one another, but the saloon was definitely “men only.”)

In 1895 dentist H.J. Burke lived here and in 1905 it became 
the home of the dental fraternity Xi Psi Phi. Thanks to the 
Michiganensian of 1910 we have a photograph of this home as 
a different fraternity—Phi Alpha Gamma. It provides a photo 
of the house before it was covered with siding. The house was 
converted into apartments in 1927 by the McLean family and 
called the “Warren Apartments.” The McLeans owned it until 
just recently when it was purchased by Zaki Alawi in 2019. We 
are hoping it will again be a showpiece in the neighborhood.

continued on next page

SIDING REMOVED

KEEPING NEARBY STORM DRAINS CLEANED AND OPEN
By JULIE RITTER

It is that time of year when we will soon be facing spring 
storms and, therefore, intense bursts of heavy rain. 
Once the rain has pummeled our roofs, washed down 
our gutters and downspouts, it torrents off down the 
sidewalks and through the gardens to end up in the 
streets and then the storm drains. The ever-increasing 
intensity of our rains causes the run-off to sweep along 
almost everything in its path, ending up at the grates 
atop the storm drains along the streets.

Keeping the storm drains free of debris is vital to keeping 
the streets from flooding, and in some cases even here 
in the OFW, from backing water up into our neighbors’ 
basements!

And because the debris that collects can contain things 
that no one would really want to encounter in the local 
rivers (into which the storm drains all empty) it is good 
for the rivers and our overall ecosystem to collect these 
things and dispose of them properly.

It is understandable that people don’t feel motivated 
to clean out their nearby storm drains. It seems like the 
City should be doing this. But they don’t have enough 
people to do this particular thing. And there isn’t any 
formal system or celebration or recognition for doing this 
cleaning, so it can feel like no one notices or cares. But 
it is so important to do this work! It really does rely on 
nearby residents if we want to keep our neighborhood 
and our rivers cleaner and safer.

What you need:

Time commitment: About 15 minutes total from leaving 
your front door to coming home. Doesn’t take more than 
five minutes to clean up the drain clogs.

Wear gloves: The debris that piles up runs the gamut 
from leaves, sticks and branches to empty (sometimes 
full) bottles, used tissues, used face masks, and all kinds 
of gross stuff. Who wants to have anything to do with 
that?  But you can do it safely with gloves.

They can be disposable gloves, garden gloves, chemical 
resistant gloves, winter gloves, whatever gloves you 
have. Either toss them out or launder them when you 
are done.

Take bags: Take at least one bag or perhaps several with 
you. If you want a one-stop shop kind of experience one 
or two bags will be enough. If you want to sort the debris 
you will need several. Paper bags or plastic bags both 
work.

Disposing of Your Bags: And once you collect all the 
debris, what do you do with it? Just dispose of your 
bag(s) into the various bins at your house where you 
dispose of your own household waste.

If you really want to put in extra effort, you can take four 
bags with you, marked for: 
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• compost (leaves and sticks), 

• recycling (the appropriate numbered bottles, 
aluminum cans, etc.)

• returnables (beer cans, soda cans, etc.)

• TRASH (used face masks, pieces of weird paper, 
unrecognizable detritus, etc.)

Take your bags home and distribute to your various City 
Pick Up Bins or your returnables selection.

If you feel really motivated, you can take a wagon or a 
sled with you and clean out more than one drain and 
take your bags home on the conveyance.

It doesn’t matter which system you choose!!! Easy 
works! Divide and Conquer works! Both ways keep the 
unwanted leaves and harmful bottles, cans, debris out 
of our waterways and off the streets!

How often should you do this:

How often will you have to do this? Probably twice a 
year. Keep an eye on your adopted drain(s) 

Other Considerations:

The “why me” question:

How can you do this without being resentful or angry? 
One thing that is helpful is not to worry about other 
people and what they are doing or not doing. The goal 
is to keep the neighborhood, the environment, healthy 
and functioning as well as possible. Just because your 
neighbor is not doing this, you have no reason to feel 
bad. 

Getting other people to help:

If you know your neighbor well, you can ask them to 
join you. They could take a different storm drain and 
you could double the effect! Afterwards you could have 
outdoors, socially distanced cups of coffee to celebrate!

You can copy or print out this article and leave a copy at 
your neighbors’ houses if you think that might help.

Because this is not difficult or time-consuming, it really 
doesn’t take a lot of people to accomplish the goal of 
clean street drains. Just one person can spend ½ hour a 
year to keep a drain clean. 

Be a neighborhood hero and clean out your storm drain!

KEEPING NEARBY STORM DRAINS CLEANED AND OPEN Continued

Community Owned Internet Networks
By RON SUAREZ

Did you ever wonder why there are so few choices 
for how to bring the Internet to your home? The 
COVID-19 pandemic has shone a spotlight on the need 
for Internet access to educate 
our children, do our jobs, and 
even sign up to be vaccinated. 
There are two major disparities 
with respect to Internet access: 
(1) between urban and rural 
areas, and (2) between poor and 
wealthy. The silver lining in the 
cloud of our current pandemic 
with COVID-19 is the opportunity 
to challenge previous assumptions that have 
inhibited our ability to pivot and innovate. It is time 
to address fundamental structural problems that we 
have accepted in our society. There are many things 
that we can do differently going forward. Even if 

you are a wealthy, urban dweller, you are most 
likely not very happy with your Internet provider. 
For years, surveys have shown that Comcast is the 

most hated company in America. 
Yet, no matter how much people 
complain about cost and service, 
we keep sending them more 
and more money every month. 
There is a better way to get 
good, reliable Internet service 
at a fraction of the cost and it 
is possible to provide Internet 
service to everyone no matter 

their income.

Ann Arborites, in particular, need to be reminded 
about how the Internet started here and yet things 
have gotten so comparatively terrible. Before there 
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was a World Wide Web, there was an initial Network 
built by DARPA, the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency. When there were only a few nodes 
on the network, Ann Arbor was one of those nodes. 
Now, if you are in Ann Arbor and connecting to the 
Internet using Comcast, you end up getting routed 
through Chicago. When DARPA originally created the 
Internet, we had a communication system resilient 
to a nuclear attack, with no central point of control, 
so that information could continue to flow, no 
matter which parts of the network might have been 
destroyed. But now, if you 
are getting your Internet 
from a provider like 
Comcast, your connection 
can have a single point of 
failure. Thus, there are a 
number of places between 
your connection and 
Chicago, that if damaged, 
will disconnect you from 
the Internet. Because of the 
centralized communication 
systems, we now have 
from a few monopolistic 
corporations, we are much 
more vulnerable to attack or 
natural disasters. In December of 2020, when a bomb 
went off outside of an AT&T building in Nashville, 
communication systems at airports in other states 
went down. Decentralized Mesh Networks are more 
resilient because they are self-healing. When a part 
of the network is damaged, other nodes take over.

If you would like to learn more about how Internet 
service providers such as Comcast have caused the 
United States to fall way behind other industrialized 
nations, then you should read Susan Crawford. 
She was a special assistant to President Obama 
for science, technology and innovation, and author 
of “Captive Audience: The Telecom Industry and 
Monopoly Power in the New Gilded Age.” I had the 
privilege of meeting Susan Crawford in 2007, when 
she was teaching at the University of Michigan Law 
School and I was on the Cable Commission of Ann 
Arbor City Council. At that time, she told me how 

law professors argued with her about why we need 
faster Internet.

When was the last time you were charged to walk 
across a sidewalk to gain access to a building? Our 
society pays for sidewalks and all of us benefit 
from it. If sidewalks were private, the bureaucracy 
to charge us for their use and the record-keeping 
of who has paid and who is the debtor would add 
significant cost to providing sidewalks to society. The 
Internet is similar to a sidewalk. It gives us access 
to information. I believe that access to information 

is absolutely essential in 
modern society and that it 
therefore should be open to 
everyone.

Here in Ann Arbor, when 
people talk about the 
Commons, they have been 
focused on the physical 
space next to the Ann 
Arbor District Library 
between Fifth Avenue 
and South Division. 
Supporting a Commons 
means defending a public 
space from encroachment 

by private spaces. Usually, when people talk about 
a Commons, they are referring to a town plaza or 
some other physical shared space. Let’s examine 
another kind of Commons, the air space above 
buildings in our town. When developers put up a new 
building, they frequently sell the rights to connect a 
particular building to whatever Internet provider has 
a monopoly-like hold on that neighborhood. This 
arrangement will usually result in a kick back to the 
property developer or landlord. Many new buildings 
are deciding to wire each apartment with ethernet. 
This, of course, sounds like a good thing, until you 
find out that there is only one choice of Internet 
provider. But, it does not have to be that way. Around 
the country, from the east to the west coast, people 
are creating Community Owned Internet Networks 
(COINs). With all the talk of affordable housing, 
people too often fail to factor in the total cost of 
living. That includes utilities, and in a post pandemic 

Community Owned Internet Networks Continued

continued on next page



12

world, we have come to realize that the Internet is a 
necessary utility. The graphic below is from Althea. 
The diagram helps the reader to visualize how each 
node can purchase bandwidth from upstream and 
sell bandwidth to downstream members. Their 
software is Open Source, which means that anyone 
can use it without charge.

Fiber-optic is best, but not always affordable for or 
available to a given household. Antennas on the top of 
buildings with line of sight is a reasonable alternative. 
The incremental cost of connecting an individual 
home to Broadband can be less than $200. Of course, 
that assumes that somewhere they connect to a 
physical wire (fiber) via an antenna on top of a tower 
or tall building. Someone does have to pay for the 
cost of achieving a certain height for your antenna. 
But often, locations for antennas can be placed on 
existing infrastructure, which of course lowers that 
cost to effectively zero. Thus, it is the topology of the 
network being built and the mix of wireless versus 
wired that determines the ultimate average cost per 
household. In your municipality, who owns the right 
of way on top of tall buildings? Tall buildings, that 
are already there, and paid for. Should municipalities 

make ownership of rights of way on proposed new 
building construction a condition of being able to 
construct a building over a certain height? During 
a pandemic, should the government create a state 
of emergency that would provide rights of way to 
organizations wishing to operate Community Owned 
Internet Networks? It is important to note that the 
community owned network is not necessarily a 
government agency. Each household may own their 
own equipment with an antenna on the roof and a 
router inside the home. Each household is a member 
of that community, which might be a nonprofit or a 
volunteer organization.

Want to do something about it?

Contact us to get involved with forming a Michigan 
chapter of the Internet Society. https://coincommons.
org/contact/

Let’s learn together

The Internet Society already has online courses 
that we can review together. And soon we will be 
launching our own courses on the Loudfeed Learning 
Community Cooperative Platform: https://l2c2p.
com/

Community Owned Internet Networks Continued

robust local economy

216 N. FOURTH AVE. ANN ARBOR • Ph. (734) 994 - 9174 • PEOPLESFOOD.COOP

You help create a

when you shop at the co-op.

NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI

• Downtown Full Service Grocery Store
• Fresh Local Produce Year Around
• Variety of Wines & Craft Beer
• Hot & Cold Food Bar & Cafe

STORE HOURS
Monday - Saturday Sunday
8am - 10pm 9am - 10pm

Kennedy Care is a home health agency that was humbly founded in Ann 
Arbor and 16 years later now serves families across the state of Michigan. 

800.796.CARE www.kennedycare.com
150 S Fifth Avenue Suite 205 Ann Arbor, MI 48104

We provide home based services to individuals with an array of needs - 
from those needing short term rehabilitation to 24 hour care due to a 

catastrophic injury. 

Please contact us today if you have any questions about who we are 
and how we can serve you.

100 N State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

734.663.4189
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In 1964, city officials were stunned to learn that Miss Elizabeth Russell Dean, the only heir of wealthy merchant 
Sedgewick Dean, had willed the City of Ann Arbor $1.7 million, the income from which would be for the planting, 
maintenance, and research projects for the city’s shade trees. A Dean Fund Sub Committee was established in 1969 
to suggest local projects where these funds could be used. This included a proposal to have a special tree care crew. 
In 1974, a 5-citizen committee was established to meet with one council member and a member of the Forestry 
Department (7 members in total).  Emphasis was placed on trees located on major streets, downtown and in major 
parks. The second priority was given to neighborhood parks, historic areas, memorial tree plantings, public housing 
sites and proposals from neighborhood organizations. Today it is an independently managed fund within the City of 
Ann Arbor’s Public Works-Forest Division budget.

The first use of this money occurred in 1965 when 46 raised planters on Main Street between Huron and William were 
built. Now called the Dean Promenade, it passes by 214 S. Main, the site of the Dean & Co. Grocery store that funded 
the Promenade. It planted lindens in the middle of each block and honey locusts at the corners. Since that time, a few 
have died and been replaced by gingkoes. The city discovered that lindens didn’t perform well in the heat, salt and air 
pollution in town and gingkoes did much better. They are a 270-million- year-old species that originated in China. A 
plaque now honors Dean’s gift to the city. To date, more than 6,000 trees have been planted with Dean Fund money.

Every year the committee decides how to allocate the interest income toward tree planting and maintenance. 
Proposals come from citizens, staff, merchants, neighborhood groups and special interest groups. The criteria used 
reflect the project’s degree of benefit to the community. They also encourage matching funds and have undertaken 
projects with the DDA, the University of Michigan, the Kiwanis Club and others.

The Dean Fund has planted trees in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District several times. The first time was in 1988. 
Oak trees were planted along Detroit Street, N. State, and N. Fifth Ave. Unfortunately, that year we experienced a 
severe drought and the trees needed to be watered more than usual. We got in trouble with the post office for putting 
notices in mailboxes urging people to water their new trees (no good deed goes unpunished as you know). 

In 2009, we requested a large number of trees to replace those that had died. It included trees on Ingalls, Thayer, 
Ann, Catherine, Lawrence and Kingsley. We also requested they plant oak trees because it was the burr oaks in our 
neighborhood that were the “arbor” in our city’s name! And in 2015 we requested trees on Ann, Catherine and Thayer. 
When planted, a sign is also placed nearby indicating the trees were planted by the Dean Fund.  We hope we can 
continue to work with the Dean Fund to plant more trees in our historic district. If you know of places that need trees, 
please let us know!

Note: Anyone can submit a request for a tree. All you need to do is download the request form through the City of Ann 
Arbor, Forestry Department website. https://www.a2gov.org/departments/forestry/Documents/Dean%20Fund%20
Proposal_REVISED_February2021.pdf

THE DEAN FUND
By SUSAN WINEBERG

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/forestry/Documents/Dean%20Fund%20Proposal_REVISED_February2021.pdf


14

Tracing Roots in the Old Fourth Ward
By JEFF CROCKETT

One of the pleasures of living in a restored historic 
home in the Old Fourth Ward has been getting 
surprise visits from people who appear at our front 
door asking to see the inside because they had 
once visited relatives who lived in our home. They 
appreciated the restoration work on the exterior and 
were curious about the interior. This has happened 
three times from descendants of each of the three 
previous owners of our house, the Schumacher 
family (1892-1911), the Shankland family (1911-1952) 
and Mary O’Hara, a single woman who rented out 
rooms.  Chris and I have maintained contact with the 
three descendants and they have become a valuable 
resource for pictures and anecdotes about our house.

In the past several years, and especially during the 
pandemic, I have developed a strong interest in 
genealogy. It has been a real joy contacting second 
and third cousins in the pursuit of dates, pictures 
and stories about our common ancestors.  The 
result has been a priceless collection of information 
which I have used to develop genealogies for each 
of my grandparents and their ancestors including 
their descendants. As I wrapped up this project, it 
occurred to me that it would be very interesting to 
create genealogies of the Ann Arbor Schumachers, 
Shanklands, and O’Haras.

Toward that end, I have accessed a number 
of genealogical websites, including Ancestry. 
com (about $33/mo. for world wide access), 
FamilySearch.com (free), and GenealogyBank.com 
(about $15/mo.). These resources have provided 
names, dates and locations of many of the relatives 
of the Schumachers, Shanklands and O’Haras. No 
single resource is enough, because each depends 
on individuals to enter information. Also, all of 
these resources together usually provide incomplete 
histories, and I have learned that other resources 
are needed to provide more comprehensive 
genealogies. These include city directories and 
newspaper clippings. City directories provide not 
just addresses but also jobs and relatives. One of 
the best sources for city directories is the Collections 

area of the Hathitrust Digital Library. To access 
58 Polk City Directories from 1886 to 1958, click 
Collections at the Main Menu, then Collections and 
enter Polk’s in the search window. The direct link is: 
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000501888 
?type%5B%5D=all&lookfor%5B%5D=Polk% 
27s&ft=ft

Newspaper archives provide a wealth of information 
for genealogical research. Ann Arbor newspapers 
prior to the 60s included a lot of social information, 
including travel, parties, and organizational 
memberships, in addition to obituaries. I have used 
three newspaper archives, the subscription based 
Newspapers.com and Newsbank.com, as well as one 
free archive, Ann Arbor District Library’s Old News, 
accessible at https://aadl.org/community/oldnews. 
Each has its different strengths. Newspapers.com is 
the best comprehensive newspaper source, including 
92 Michigan papers that are listed https://www. 
newspapers.com/papers/#p_place=MI. However, 
Ann Arbor newspapers are not included. 

The AADL archive includes the Signal of Liberty & 
Liberty Press (1841-1848), the Michigan Argus (1860-
1869), Ann Arbor Argus (1879-1898), the Ann Arbor 
Argus-Democrat (1898-1903), Ann Arbor Courier 
(1880-1897), the Ann Arbor Democrat (1880-1898), 
the Ann Arbor Register (1880-1899), the Ann Arbor 
News (1927 and later), the Ann Arbor Sun (1967-1976), 
the Agenda (1986-1998). To learn more about the 
history of these local newspapers, go to https://aadl. 
org/oldnews/papers).  

Mlive has contracted with Newsbank to host its 
digital archives for all of its Michigan publications, 
including the following local papers: Ann Arbor News 
(1909-1922), Ann Arbor Daily Times (1903-1908), 
Ann Arbor News-Argus (1907-1908), Ann Arbor Daily 
Argus (1898-1907), Michigan Argus (1835-1907), True 
Democrat (1845) and the Ypsilanti Commercial (1864-
1898). In fact, the Ann Arbor News archives extend up 
through current times. An Mlive subscription can be 
daily ($9.95 for 50 views) or monthly ($19.95 for 200 
views). Views refer to articles that are opened. 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000501888?type%5B%5D=all&lookfor%5B%5D=Polk%27s&ft=ft
https://aadl.org/community/oldnews
https://www.newspapers.com/papers/#p_place=MI
https://aadl.org/oldnews/papers
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.genealogybank.com/
https://www.mlive.com/mlive_special_sections/page/newspaper_archives.html
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To compare the three archives for local information, 
I entered the search term, “John Schumacher” in 
quotes in the three archive sources with a date range 
of 1850-1900. See the results below. The left image 
represents the Mlive search, which resulted in 84 
hits. Each hit is represented with a clipping, a date 
and the source. When you click the link to access the 
article, the article appears embedded in a complete 
page from the newspaper. This page can be easily 
saved to a pdf.  In contrast, the Old News search in 
the center resulted in 118 hits. Each hit is presented 
with the article only and not embedded in a page. 
To save the Old News hit, you need to save it to a 
pdf. Each archive provides instructions on how to 
fine tune searches. The Mlive and Old News archives 
each have its advantages. I really like the complete 
page hits provided in the Mlive archive because it 
is very informative and entertaining to see other 
articles and ads appearing in vintage newspapers. 
On the other hand, the single article representation 
provided in Old News is easier to archive when you 

are tracking specific topics. It is possible to take 
a screenshot of an Mlive hit and clip it with an 
image editing program, but it involves several 
extra steps. Finally, to the right, the 
Newspapers.com search resulted in 25 hits. I had 
limited the search to the Ann Arbor location. John 
Schumacher showed up in both the Detroit Free 
Press and Port Huron Times Herald because of 
his standing in the Temperance movement and 
Prohibition Party. Like the Mlive archives, the 
Newspapers.com hits were articles embedded 
in pages.
In summary, researching Ann Arbor historical 
figures and events is a great pandemic diversion. 
But, no one resource is likely to capture all that is 
available on a single subject. Educating yourself on a 
variety of genealogical tools is your best bet for 
success in your research. In the next issue of the 
newsletter, I will report on the Schumacher 
family, our home’s first residents who owned a 
hardware store and were well known both 
socially and politically in Ann Arbor from the 1870s 
to the mid-1950s. 

AADL OLD NEWS ARTICLEMLIVE ARCHIVE NEWSPAPERS.COM

http://Newspapers.com
http://Newspapers.com
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Pride and Progress in the Pandemic 

The Inter-Cooperative Council (ICC) withstood many 
tests of time from white supremist and anti-feminist, 
restrictive laws, to world wars, to economic depressions 
and crises – and then came COVID-19. True to form, the 
ICC recognized its place as the area’s most affordable 
housing option for its members, more than 95% 
attending college, and worked together all year to 
ensure every single house remained open and safe for 
the people who needed us.

The ICC, composed of 16 group housing cooperatives, 
has had relatively few COVID cases due to our member 
leaders and staff working together to create a base set 
of policies from which houses adapted for their own 
size and community norms. In true ICC form, we all 
banded together to accomplish a lot in one of our most 
challenging years including the generation of financial 
support via a COVID fundraising effort and the waiving 
of member charges late fees for many months to help 
our hardest hit members; a remarkable resilience to 
adapt ICC policy and co-op support through a COVID 
Task Force meeting almost every single week; and a 
true commitment to lead the organization remotely 
with most staff working primarily from home and 
leadership pivoting to a Zoom culture in committee and 
board meetings. 

As with many organizations, all hasn’t been perfect, 
as we are meant to engage in person as communities 
in and outside our co-ops. Staff actually grew closer 
together this year, rallying to support each other during 
these unprecedented times and picking each other up 
emotionally when we needed it. Members struggled with 
balancing academics with ever-changing strategies and 
requirements at the University of Michigan and other 
local universities with living every day in a community 
where COVID sometimes forced individual and whole-
house quarantines. No one signed up for this, and it 
would be disingenuous not to recognize the emotional 
strain many members felt. 

And yet, we are the ICC and we rise up in times of crisis. 
Leaders ensured that we applied and received the PPP 
and EIDL loan - as well as a many month coordinated 
effort that earned a $35,000 grant from the U-M 
Central Student Government. Members reached out to 
alumni who responded so generously to support the 

COVID scholarship (and continue to). Leaders added 
to their expected workload to run task force meetings, 
hold town hall and proposal development meetings, 
continue to progress on our strategic plan, and work 
on budgetary and operational systems that will help us 
streamline our work and serve members better. 

Helping Others as well as Ourselves 

Perhaps some of our proudest moments have come 
out of the pandemic as we financially and personally 
supported many co-ops and co-op-based organizations 
across the country this year.  In August, the ICC approved 
substantial equity support for Bloomington Cooperative 
Living (Indiana, https://www.bloomingtoncooperative.
org/) to purchase a house to create a cooperative. Brick 
and Mortar Collective continues to thrive in part due to a 
current ICC loan (see http://brickandmortar.che.coop/). 
The ICC proudly participates in NASCO (www.nasco.
coop) as a whole as well as in NASCO Development 
Services by paying dues that support development 
projects as well as participating on the board for future 
ideas. ICC President Julian Tabron and I continue to 
partner with a national group led by Jim Jones and Dave 
Rugg to develop a plan to intentionally leverage co-op 
equity to produce more co-ops. The ICC also continues 
to invest in the Kagawa Fund used as gap funding for 
co-op projects. Although in a time of crises in many 
ways, the ICC continues to support current and future 
cooperators across the county and in Canada. 

A Bright Future

The year brought many challenges and to downplay 
those would be misleading. We have faced lower 
occupancy and therefore have been challenged to 
meet our budget. We have experienced differences of 
opinions of what the organization can take on during 
a pandemic - and the emotional challenges that 
coincide with that.  We faced the challenges of virtual 
vs. personal engagement, missed deadlines and goals, 
personal work-life balance, and more. 

And yet, our fore-members showed us many times how 
to be resilient, kind to each other, forward thinking, and 
loving so we will continue to thrive at the ICC and be a 
beacon for other co-ops. I am so proud to be the general 
manager of the ICC and look forward to rising out of this 
pandemic stronger and happier than ever before. 

A YEAR LIVING IN A PANDEMIC: LEADING DIFFERENT, LEADING 
COOPERATIVELY 
By NICK COQUILLARD, GENERAL MANAGER, INTER-COOPERATIVE COUNCIL

https://www.bloomingtoncooperative.org/
http://brickandmortar.che.coop/
www.nasco.coop
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Earth Day at Center of the City Plaza

On April 22, Jeff Crockett attended the first public event at the 
new Center of the City Plaza.  It was a dance performance by 
Megan Sims, an instructor at the Y, celebrating Earth Day. It 
was well attended by people aged 8 to 80.  The picture shows 
people dancing to depict different Earth Day themes and 
clearly demonstrates how this plaza can become an important 
gathering place for community events.

To learn more about the Center of the City project, go to: 
https://annarborcommunitycommons.org/video-intro-to-the-
commons/

Available at local bookstores and on Amazon

https://annarborcommunitycommons.org/video-intro-to-the-commons/
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OFWA Treasurer’s Report
14 March 2021

This report reflects revenue/expenses for FY2020 through the period 1 January 2021 – 14 March 2021 
(FY2021). The OFWA Fiscal Year runs from 1 January – 31 December. Revenue is derived solely from 
membership dues (individual = $10, family = $20, corporate = $50, sustaining = ≥ $100). Expenses 
relate to the annual neighborhood party (2019 = $1256.79; note: there was no party held in 2020), 
newsletter production/printing, periodic membership mailings (envelopes, printing, postage), and 
required annual Michigan nonprofit tax filings ($20.00).

FY2020 revenue was $2,279.76 and expenses were $1,978.36). To date (03/14/2021), FY2021 revenue is 
$38.27; there are no expenses to date, but newsletter print production is pending. Our current balance is 
$2,922.16.

With particular note for their generosity, and with acknowledgement of the efforts of our Membership 
officer, Elleanor Crown, sustaining memberships in FY2020 include: 

• Lars Bjorn
• Elizabeth Marvin / Cameron Holdings
• Chris and Jeff Crockett
• Elleanor Crown
• Paul Dunlap
• WAP John / Grafaktri, Inc.

• Hobbs & Black Associates, Inc.
• Janet Kreger
• Eugenia Pantely / The Broken Egg
• Ilene and Norman Tyler
• Susan Wineberg

It has been a privilege to serve as Treasurer since January 2012.  We are pleased to welcome Lars Bjorn 
to the position.

Please note the new Treasurer’s address:

OFWA / c/o Lars Bjorn
712 East Ann Street
Ann Arbor MI  48104

Membership payment options include:  Square link (preferred); also accessible via the Ann Arbor 
Old Fourth Ward Historic Association Facebook page in addition to the current check or point-of-
service credit card scan (via Square Reader) at in-person gatherings.

Respectfully submitted,

Bethany Osborne
Treasurer

The Board of Directors of the Old Fourth Ward Association extend our sincere 
appreciation to Bethany Osborne for her dedicated service as Treasurer of 

the Association. She has been a dependable and trustworthy steward of our 
finances and has made substantial improvements including our ability to 

accept credit card payments in person and online. She won’t be very far away 
and she promises to keep in touch and to join us whenever she can.   

Thank you, Bethany, we wish you the very best!  

https://www.facebook.com/OFWAA2
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2021 Old Fourth Association Membership Dues
Individuals ($10) Family ($20)  Business ($50) Donor level ($100)

Date: _____________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City plus Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount sent: _______________________________

PLEASE SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION ALONG WITH THIS FORM 

TO:

OFWA / c/o Lars Bjorn

712 East Ann Street

Ann Arbor MI 48104

If you have not yet paid your 2021 membership dues, please do so soon. 
 Your support is important to us and makes it possible for us to publish 

this newsletter and host the annual spring party.

Membership Categories:
Individual – $10 

Family – $20 

Corporate – $50 

Sustaining – $100 

Other – Any amount chosen

Memberships may be paid via check and mailed to the attention of the Treasurer, OFWA (Lars 
Bjorn / Treasurer, OFWA, 712 E. Ann St.  Ann Arbor MI  48104); paid in person (via check or credit 

card) at the community meetings or party; or paid online via our Facebook 

page “Donate” button or directly, https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association.

https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association
https://www.facebook.com/OFWAA2


CONTACT INFORMATION

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Christine Crockett, President
 christinecrockett8@gmail.com 
Ray Detter, Vice-President
 rdetter@umich.edu 
Bethany Osborne, Treasurer
 bosborneusa@gmail.com 
Jeff Crockett, Communications Officer
 jeffcrockett8@gmail.com 
Ilene Tyler Publicity Director
 ilene.tyler@gmail.com 
Susan Wineberg, Historic Preservation Officer
 swines@umich.edu 
Elleanor Crown, Membership Officer, Newsletter Editor 

ecrown@umich.edu

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION BOARD
Lars Bjorn lbjorn@umich.edu 
Nick Coquillard coquill@umich.edu 
Steve Kaplan asherdanielkaplan@gmail.com 
David Kennedy david@kennedycare.com
Julie Ritter ritter.julie@gmail.com

CITY OF ANN ARBOR
Go to  https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contac-
tus.aspx

A2 FIX IT!
Reporting a problem just got easier than ever with 
A2 Fix It, a website (see link below) now available to 
document, report and resolve all sorts of problems, 
e.g. trash pickup, violations of community standards,
burned out lights, potholes, vegetation over growth,
etc.  Use the link below to enter a report from your
computer.

http://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-a-
Problem.aspx

1st Ward Council Reps:
Lisa Disch  ldisch@a2gov.org
Jeff Hayner  jhayner@a2gov.org

Ann Arbor GIS Maps and Resources:
https://www.a2gov.org/services/GIS/Pages/default.
aspx

Old Fourth Ward Association
506 E. Kingsley St.
Ann Arbor MI 48104

https://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-a-Problem.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/services/GIS/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contactus.aspx



