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We were sad to cancel our spring membership meeting as well as the annual potluck that has always been the 
highlight of our year.  We have greatly missed the opportunity to gather with neighbors and friends for good 
food and fellowship. 

Our fall meeting will be held on October 20 at 7:00 pm on Zoom.  Our program will provide updates on the 
response of neighborhood businesses and other organizations to the current public health situation.  More 
details and a link to participate will follow.

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
By SUSAN WINEBERG
First Baptist Church has been located at 512 E. Huron (the address today is 
517 E. Washington) since 1879.  Earlier churches were on Wall St. and on the 
north side of Catherine Street between Fifth and Division, now the site of a 
house made from the bricks of this church and a 1960s apartment building.  
The church was founded in 1828, only four years after the founding of Ann 
Arbor. Like many in Ann Arbor from the 19th century, this church is built of 
cut granite fieldstone of varying colors (compare it to the former Unitarian 
Church at Huron and State, now the offices of Hobbs and Black Architects). 
It is in the Gothic style which is characterized by a steep roof, tall, narrow 
windows with pointed Gothic arches, Gothic arched entryways and the use 
of trefoils and quatrefoils. The building was designed by architect Elijah 
Myers, who was also the architect of the Michigan, Texas, and Colorado 
state capitols.  Parishioners supplied much of the stone from their farms 
and renowned UM Mathematics Professor Edward Olney mortgaged his 
home at 216 N. State to keep it debt free. The black walnut used inside 
was donated by John Nowland from his father’s farm.  Nowland, Dr. Haskell 

the minister, and Professor Olney chose every stone for the front and met every day for over a year to monitor the 
progress.  The church was dedicated September 29, 1881.

In the style typical for some Baptist churches, the interior is one large room, spread out from the pulpit with semi-
circular seating and a balcony which swoops towards the altar from both sides.  When you enter the church, you feel 

continued on next page
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THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH Continued

like it is welcoming you with open arms---like one big hug.  The 
sanctuary seats 400 with a choir loft, pipe organ and grand 
piano.  The latter are used in their free monthly music series, 
usually held during the college year---and the acoustics are 
glorious.   A beautiful stained-glass rose window is over the 
entry.  Although the ceiling is decorated with Gothic style carved 
hammer beams, this is the only reference to the Gothic style 
so prevalent on the exterior. On the outside, stone buttresses 
have gabled stone caps and a cross and crown ornament on a 
steeple above the entrance. The church sits amid ancient oaks, 
but today is overwhelmed by large apartment buildings which 
sadly detract from its charm. In 1990, the church received 
a Preservation Award from the Ann Arbor Historic District 
Commission for “carefully maintaining its stone Gothic Revival 
sanctuary at 512 E. Huron.”  In 1995, it received a Special Merit 
Award for restoring a porch at the Silas Douglass house next 
door, and in 2015 it received a Special Merit Award for replacing 
the slate roof.

The church today is remarkably intact and forms the nucleus 
of a four-building grouping that includes a school, a student 
center and meeting rooms built after World War II.   In 1942 
the church purchased the former Douglass House at 502 E. 
Huron and now uses it for offices. In 1995, its original porch 
was restored using old photographs from the Bentley Library. 
The congregation has lovingly kept this 1848 stucco home, 
reputed to be the first in Ann Arbor to have been designed by 
an architect, in wonderful condition. Today, the congregation 
has 235 members and is led by pastors Paul and Stacey 
Simpson Duke. A co-op nursery operates from the Washington 
St. entry.    First Baptist is one of several older congregations 
that have committed to remaining downtown and serving the 
large student population in addition to its regular congregants.

For more information, see:

Wineberg and McCauley, Historic Ann Arbor: An 
Architectural Guide, 2014.  Photographs at the 
Bentley Library.

Bennett, Francis. Churches of Ann Arbor, 1935.  
Student papers for the College of Architecture, 
Bentley Library.

Beman, Helen. “History of the First Baptist Church 
of Ann Arbor”, Washtenaw Impressions, May, 1952.

Ten Brook, Andrew, “Historic Sketch of the 
First Baptist Church in Ann Arbor”, Washtenaw 
Impressions, May, 1952.

FIRST BAPTIST INTERIOR, ANN ARBOR OBSERVER, NOV. 1976

SILAS DOUGLASS HOUSE, WASHTENAW HISTORICAL SOCIETY

STEREOPTICON SLIDE, 1887
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors in the Old Fourth Ward
By JEFF CROCKETT

In early April, I had just started a walk with our long-haired dachshund, Apollo, when 
Kathleen Joyce-McCrory, a neighbor who lives a block away, approached distraught, 
carrying a flyer announcing that her dog, Hope, a Labradoodle, had slipped out of a 
harness and bolted.  Hope is a rescue dog and had only recently been adopted by Kathleen.  
Chris and I immediately shared this information with our neighborhood network.   The 
response was swift.  Neighbors Julie Ritter, Kecil John, Peter Osler, and Betsy Williams 

joined me in walking through the neighborhood 
trying to locate Hope.  But, Hope was nowhere to 
be found.  Information about Hope was then posted 
on Nextdoor.  People from all over Ann Arbor wanted to help and Hope 
sightings started to come in.  The breakthrough came when a dog rescuer 
from South Lyon, Heather Ineich, volunteered her services for free.  Heather 
did this even though she has a full-time job.  After numerous near-misses 
during a 48-hour period and with an amazing display of professionalism, 
resolve and compassion, Heather finally succeeded in trapping Hope.  We 
in the neighborhood were overjoyed not only because Hope was found, 
but also because we got to know Kathleen, a new neighbor.  Since April, 
Kathleen is happy to report that Hope has settled in and bonded with 
her.  Recently, we arranged for Apollo and Hope to have a playdate in our 
backyard.  We enjoyed watching Hope exploring our yard and making a 
new friend.  Neighbors helping neighbors is what living in the Old Fourth 
Ward is all about.

HOPE’S POSTER

APOLLO AND HOPE
WITH CHRIS AND KATHLEEN

Let’s start with the definition. A microgrid is a 
decentralized group of electricity sources and loads 
that normally operates connected to and synchronous 
with the traditional wide area synchronous grid, but 
can also disconnect to “island mode” — and function 
autonomously as physical or economic conditions 
dictate - Wikipedia

First of all, community controlled decentralized power 
generation means that the system is owned and 
controlled by members of the community, who are 
served by the power generation. In addition, the sources 
from where the power is generated and the loads applied 
to those sources are decentralized. Clusters might work 
together or independently. While many citizens may 
not have investigated how microgrids operate and their 
feasibility, anyone who watches the news is well aware of 

the devastating effects of centralized power grids during 
events such as Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico and the 
problems with downed power lines causing fires. This 
summer California residents witnessed rolling power 
outages which were necessary, just in case a power line 
was to fall in an electrified area that contained fire prone 
conditions. Here in Ann Arbor, I have been lucky not to 
experience power outages specific to the Kerrytown 
area. But we have family living in the Water Hill area of 
Ann Arbor who experience multiple outages every year.

Let’s begin by reviewing what is already happening in 
Ann Arbor and Michigan in general. The overwhelming 
majority of citizens in Ann Arbor appear to be in favor 
of moving away from fossil fuels, as we can see within 
A2Zero. The tagline for the city’s effort is “Together, 
creating and implementing a just transition to carbon 

COMMUNITY CONTROLLED DECENTRALIZED 
POWER GENERATION
By RON SUAREZ

continued on next page
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neutrality by the year 2030.” A key aspect that has 
already rolled out is Ann Arbor Solarize, a program with 
a simple design and a big impact. They gather neighbors 
and friends together, along with pre-vetted solar 
installers, to learn about residential solar, get questions 
answered, and provide the option to come together to 
bulk purchase solar, allowing for significant savings.

The Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association (GLREA) 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that represents 
individuals, organizations and businesses that support 
the adoption and expansion of clean renewable energy 
in Michigan like solar and wind. GLREA’s mission is to 
educate and enable homeowners, farmers and business 
to save money and protect our environment by installing a 
renewable energy system. GLREA works to establish policy 
that supports the free market expansion of renewable 
energy. The current Secretary, John Sarver, conducts 
the weekly Zoom conference, MI Solar Story, a series of 
presentations held every Thursday from 7:00-8:00 pm. 
Presentations are typically done by a homeowner or other 
organization that has done a solar panel installation. 
These presentations are recorded and can be accessed 
on the GLREA YouTube channel. In this video, you can 
learn about how a house of worship in Ann Arbor was 
able to do a complete solar installation without spending 
a penny. Over $100,000 was raised by members of the 
congregation who formed an LLC to invest in the solar 
panel installation and receive a very small interest rate for 
their loan. The investors will be repaid in approximately 
seven years via “utility” payments made by the house 
of worship, which are less than amounts previously paid 
to the electric company. This investor model was able to 
take advantage of what was previously a 30% federal tax 
credit. While that tax credit is decreasing every year, so is 
the cost of solar panels.

All this may sound very promising for solar energy. 
However, large enterprises like power companies do not 
like competition and they are moving far too slowly away 
from fossil fuels to save our planet in time. So, there 
are obstacles that we must overcome. Legal battles are 
being fought over the rates that a utility company should 
pay you if you are selling electricity back onto the grid. 
Typically, people may be connected to the grid, so that 
during sunny times they can generate more electricity 
than they use and develop a credit that they use to 
purchase electricity during times when the sun is down. 
The Coalition of Clean Energy Groups that includes 

GLREA, Vote Solar, and the Environmental Law & Policy 
Center recently filed briefs in the Consumers Energy case 
before the MPSC pushing state regulators to conduct 
a cost-benefit study on the contribution rooftop solar 
arrays make to the electric grid. As a required part of 
the rate case, Consumers is transitioning away from net 
metering; which is being replaced by an inflow/outflow 
tariff program. The Coalition argues that Consumers is 
undervaluing what small-scale solar contributes to the 
grid. The MPSC is expected to issue its final rate case 
order before the year’s end.

One of the ways to avoid being ripped off by a utility 
company which wants to charge you way more for 
electricity than they will pay you is to establish a 
community-owned microgrid, where neighbors are able 
to sell electricity to each other. However, state laws 
currently prohibit sending electricity across property lines 
in Michigan. So, that is another legal battle that we need to 
fight and elect legislators who are not receiving campaign 
donations from utility companies or fossil fuel producers.

Finally, let me describe the vision for Ann Arbor Microgrid. 
The first goal is to educate the residents of Ann Arbor 
and expand our imagination for what is possible. Part 
of this will be achieved simply by enabling residents 
of neighborhoods to connect with each other more 
easily and thus reach a consensus among common 
goals, from lobbying their elected representatives 
to beginning actual concrete projects. We have our 
own web presence where you can watch videos about 
Brooklyn Microgrid and see concrete examples of a 
decentralized community-owned power grid in practice. 
Simply register for the website NeighborSquad and join 
the group for Ann Arbor Microgrid. I have already begun 
conversations with Saint Thomas’ Church about putting 
a solar canopy over their parking lot. I showed them a 
picture of a Whole Foods parking lot in Brooklyn that 
had a solar canopy. I also told them that if we could 
solve the legal issues, I’d like to be the first home owner 
in the neighborhood to buy electricity from them. I live 
right across the street from the church bell tower! Even 
if the legal battles to move electricity across property 
lines take more time than I’d like, I would simply be 
very happy for the planet if St Thomas did this for 
themselves. If you are reading the printed version, you 
can find the article online and thus access all of the links 
here: http://bit.ly/a2microgrid

COMMUNITY CONTROLLED DECENTRALIZED POWER GENERATION Continued

http://bit.ly/a2microgrid
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Meet Your Neighbors: Raymond and Sigrid Harary
By SUSAN WINEBERG AND LARS BJORN

We’ve known Raymond and Sigrid Harary since we met while we were establishing the Old Fourth Ward 
Historic District.  Their block, where they have lived since 1961, was declared the Ann Street Historic District in 
1979; the Old Fourth Ward HD became law in 1983.  Over the years we got to know each other, and Raymond 
became famous for his weekly pizza dinners to which we were always invited (and hardly ever could attend 
for one reason or another).  Raymond and Sigrid came to Ann Arbor to manage the properties of Raymond’s 
brother, Frank Harary, who was a famous professor of math, specializing in graph theory, at the University of 
Michigan, who had begun his teaching career at UM in 1953.

Raymond was born in Brooklyn, New York to Jewish immigrants from 
Hebron, now in the West Bank, and Aleppo, in Syria.  His family was part 
of an insular Jewish neighborhood of similar immigrants from the Middle 
East, which exists to this day.  In 1945, Raymond enlisted in the Navy but 
saw no action because the war was ending.  He did encounter a lot of 
antisemitism which still affects him today. But he was proudly wearing a 
Veteran Cap during our interview.  In 1955, Raymond was living in Marseille 
and travelled to Paris to buy a motor scooter.  He haggled in French with 
the seller, paid $40, and learned only afterwards that the seller was 
from his neighborhood in Brooklyn!  They had a good laugh about that. 
Raymond was also in Paris during a military parade and was impressed 
that Blacks were treated like whites.  It made a deep impression.  Earlier 
he had studied music at the University of Gottingen. 

While traveling through Europe on his scooter in the 1950s, he stayed at a youth hostel in Flensburg, Germany. 
It was there in September, that he met Sigrid whose wanderlust led her to travel by train to Denmark, Sweden, 
and Hamburg.  Despite the fact that she was twenty-six and surrounded by men, she was attracted to thirty-
three-year-old Raymond and his scooter. They traveled to the North where they stayed in a B and B-like hotel 
(“he was a perfect gentleman.”)  Sigrid needed to return to Cologne where she was studying medicine.   He 
went to Vienna and they wrote letters for months before they met again. By Christmas they had decided to 
get married!  Then they went to London to manage Frank’s properties there.

Sigrid Schoelzel was born in Brieg (now Brzeg) Germany, now part of Poland. 
She and her family became DPs (displaced persons) when the war ended 
in 1945 and they were kicked out of Poland.  Her early memories are filled 
with endless walking with her mother from one town to another, looking 
for a place to live and food to eat. She was only nine years old. There was a 
lot of suffering and crying and they didn’t know what to do.  She was struck 
by the devastation in Dresden. Her father had been in the army guarding 
Russian prisoners, including many White Russians. Then he became a POW 
in Russia.  Her aunt hung herself due to the awful privations.  She and her 
mother ended up in Eisenbrot in what’s now the Czech Republic.  The Czechs 
locked them up in a schoolroom with only straw on the floor.  Her sister 
Traudy worked as a maid in a small village and after a year and a half Sigrid, 
her mother and sister were reunited in that village.  Eventually their father 
returned, and they lived in the village of Freden in Lower Saxony in only 
two rooms. They got by picking and selling mushrooms.  Sigrid attended high 

continued on next page

RAYMOND HARARY SHOWS OFF HIS HAT

SIGRID HARARY
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Meet Your Neighbors: Raymond and Sigrid Harary continued

school in Breslau and later in Sudetenland.  Her sister worked in a pharmacy which inspired her to attend 
medical classes in Cologne.

Sigrid and Raymond arrived in Ann Arbor in 1961 and managed five of Frank’s 
houses, including the one where they lived.  It took them seven years to get 
enough money to buy it.  During this time, Sigrid was attending the university 
of Michigan and got degrees in German Lit but eventually decided to pursue 
real estate work. Raymond had a BA degree in physics and a Master’s degree in 
Math.  He taught middle school music at Willow Run for most of his life, and he 
was a band leader for Redford and Dundee High Schools as well. His passion for 
music extended to teaching on the side: our friend’s daughter learned to play 
the flute from him.  He participated in trumpet concerts at the University of 
Michigan in 1961 and 1963.  He also composed music and on his 92nd birthday 
he conducted the Ypsilanti Symphony Orchestra playing his symphony in F 
major which had been written as an exercise for his students.  The boy who 
had taught himself music by going to the public library in Prospect Park in 
Brooklyn has written over 100 pieces of music!

Raymond and Sigrid’s house at 521 E. Ann is a beautiful Queen Anne house with 
fantastic wooden scrollwork, beautiful wooden details on the stairs, and original 
light fixtures in three of the downstairs rooms. Theirs is one of the few houses in 
our neighborhood that was never cut up for apartments.  It was built for John W. 
Morton, a physician.  In 1927, the house was purchased by teacher Anna Clinton who 
made it her home for the next 34 years. The former Clinton School, now the Jewish 
Community Center of Greater Ann Arbor, was named in her honor. Their daughter 
Leza lives in Las Vegas and is a glass artist and jeweler.  She has recently overseen 
a project called “The Forever Young, Pop-Art Project,” where Raymond’s drawings, 
inspired by local artist David Zinn, have raised money for cancer patients and helped 
Raymond battle with dementia.   Today their handyman Ben also contributes to 
the project.   See https://www.facebook.com/groups/649765412435972/ and enjoy 
Raymond’s art!

Their son Franz has become an international star as a magician 
and illusionist.  There have been at least eight articles about 
him in the Ann Arbor News, beginning in 1983, and one in 
the New York Times!  He was a standout even at the age of 
twenty.  He has gone on to front for acts like Michael Jackson, 
Justin Bieber, Usher, Missy Elliot, Madonna, and others.  He’s 
a well-known designer and innovator and is the first to create 
illusions entirely of his own design. He has worked a lot in 
Asia and the “biggest illusion in the history of magic” was 
something called the Orb which is in Macau. He’s created traffic 
stopping illusions in Taipei, Peru, New Delhi, Hong Kong, China, 
Singapore, Thailand and Japan.   He has won many awards for 
his achievements in magic.  He now lives in Los Angeles.

Here ends the tale of the talented family that we are fortunate to call our neighbors in the Ann Street Historic 
District of the Old Fourth Ward.

ORIGINAL LIGHT FIXTURE

RAYMOND’S 90TH BIRTHDAY CAKE

HARARY FAMILY 2017

https://www.facebook.com/groups/649765412435972/
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One hundred and twenty years ago Esli and Sophia 
Whitney of Dexter bought a forty-acre farm on Jennings 
Road in Webster Township of Ann Arbor.  Like so many 
early settlers to Washtenaw County, they came from 
upstate New York, probably over the Erie Canal.  Esli 
was a typesetter who looked to country living as a way 
to improve his health.  With his purchase he founded 
both a farm and family dynasty which continue in Ann 
Arbor after a remarkable five generations.  Their son, 
Horace, went on to be a pioneer in Ann Arbor life.  He 
grew the farm to over two hundred acres, and his fam-
ily grew as well.  Horace served on the Zoning Board, 
the Pioneer Farm Bureau, and the Washtenaw County 
School Board.  He was a graduate of Michigan State, 
as was his son, Gilbert, and his grandson, John, who 
went to MSU after he graduated from Community High 
School in 1978.   For many years, until 1979, it was a 
dairy farm with a large herd of cows that had to be 
milked twice a day.  Now officially part of the Ann Arbor 
Greenbelt, the farm is in the hands and management 
of Malaika Whitney, Horace’s great granddaughter, and 
her husband, New Jersey transplant Matthew Haarklou, 
whose vision of farming is at the forefront of the best 
ecological and regenerative practices in agriculture:  the 
Whitney Farmstead. (http://whitneyfarmstead.com/),

Almost every Saturday morning, my husband Jeff and 
I take a drive out the “Whitney Farmstead” to buy 
top-quality meat and vegetables from Malaika, Mat-
thew, and other organic farmers in their newly built 
farmstand.  Malaika’s inspiration for the Whitney Farm-
stead came out of her childhood experience and com-
mitment to her family’s legacy, as well as education at 
Sterling College in Vermont, where a total enrollment of 
100 students learn the most Earth-friendly and sustain-
able practices to produce food and nurture the environ-
ment. (https://sterlingcollege.edu/)  Malaika attended 
Sterling on scholarship after graduating from Pioneer 
High School and spending a year studying painting in 
Italy.  The aim of the methods taught at Sterling is to 
produce delicious, nutritious food, raised without chem-
icals and pesticides—to nurture the Earth as the Earth 
nurtures us.  It teaches local organic farming at its best.

I first knew John Whitney when I was his Forum Leader 
at Community High from 1975-78, even before we moved 
to this neighborhood.  Part of John’s class load at that 
time included a community resource class (called a CR) 

in dairy farming with his father Gilbert.   The CR pro-
gram still exists at Community, and it allows students 
to put together unique classes in their own areas of in-
terest.  Farming is in the blood of the Whitney family, 
where now the fifth generation of Whitneys continues 
to work the land and produce food.  

When dairy farming became unprofitable in the 1980s, 
the family decided to sell the family’s milking cows but 
keep the land.  The current direction of the Whitney 
Farmstead came entirely from Malaika.  She worked 
with her dad, John, who was a bit skeptical of her 
idea, but who supported her vision.  It has proven to 
be a beautiful success!  Malaika Whitney and Matthew 
Haarklou are employing entirely sustainable methods 
such as managed grazing, making their own hay to feed 
their cattle and sheep, and supporting local organic 
grain farmers for their pig and chicken feed.  They also 
built the farmstand and a new sugarhouse for boiling 
maple sap from their own trees into wonderful syrup.  
The cattle and sheep graze on grass and are rotated 
between fields, using practices which would have been 
familiar to farmers a hundred years ago.  Their heri-
tage breed pigs are fed a natural mix of organic grains, 
whey, and allowed to forage for pasture and nuts. Their 
hands-on approach, which is informed by both science 
and tradition, enriches the land and renders the meat 
and eggs delicious and rich with nutrients.  

Last year while chatting at the Ann Arbor Farmers Mar-
ket, John Whitney told me that they had not used pes-
ticides on their land for more than five years!  This is 

THE WHITNEY FARMSTEAD
By CHRISTINE CROCKETT

continued on next page

FAMILY GATHERING AT THE CENTENNIAL FARM

http://whitneyfarmstead.com/
https://sterlingcollege.edu/
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THE WHITNEY FARMSTEAD Continued
stupendous.  The United States uses vast amounts of 
pesticides in agriculture, second only to China in the 
worldwide tonnage of agricultural poisons.  Much of 
this is glyphosate which is now not only in the soil, but 
also in the water and the air.  Pesticides and other ag-
ricultural chemicals have been linked to a number of 
diseases and chronic conditions. The absence of toxic 
chemicals at the Whitney Farmstead places it among 
the best food that can be bought anywhere.

Malaika and Matthew have future plans to expand the 
Whitney Farmstead, which include planting fruit and 
nut trees around their pastures.  This will increase the 
variety of their produce offerings, while the trees will 
add shade for the cows in the grazing fields.  Malaika 
and Matthew’s motto for the farm, “We work each and 
every day towards carrying out our values through hon-
est and steady work to be stewards of the land we call 
home,” sums up this young couple’s work ethic as they 
put into action their plans for the second century of the 
Whitney farm.

Three generations of Whitneys still live at the historic 
farmhouse on Jennings Road.  The oldest part of the 
house dates to probably the 1860s, but the main part 
of the house was built in the 1880s.  The family has 
added various spaces over the years to accommodate 
the needs of the growing and diverse Whitney family.  
A typical Saturday morning, from 9-12 noon when the 
farm stand is open, will find Grandma Donna and Grand-

pa John looking after the grandchildren of their daugh-
ters Violet and Malaika, while Malaika, Violet, Matthew, 
and the veggies farmers, Angie and Marc, tend to the 
customers who come to pick up their orders. This year, 
Angie and Marc began growing veggies at the Whitney 
Farmstead under their new small-scale sustainable 
farming venture, Hindsight Farm. Their sweet dog, Di-
nah, roams around and greets all the customers with 
her friendly wagging tail.  In addition to Whitney meat, 
eggs, and Hindsight Farm veggies, the Farmstand also 
offers other local organic vegetables, handmade soaps 
and lotions, locally baked organic bread, bouquets of 
flowers, local honey, and homemade Whitney maple 
syrup from maple trees tapped on the farm.  They also 
carry Amazin’ Red Popcorn, a special hybrid developed 
by U of M anatomy professor emeritus Charles Sing 
especially for the Michigan climate with its humidity 
(https://medicine.umich.edu/dept/human-genetics/
charles-sing-phd) The popcorn is distinguished by its 
beautiful burgundy red color and delicious flavor.  Both 
the maple syrup and the red popcorn would make won-
derful Ann Arbor style holiday gifts.  Buying from the 
Whitney Farmstead is a perfect way to support an ex-
cellent local business and work to improve the environ-
ment and climate change.   Throughout the year you 
can also find Whitney Farm goods at Argus Farm Stop 
and seasonally at the Ann Arbor Farmers Market. Find 
out more about the farm at http://whitneyfarmstead.
com.

Welcome to Downtown Living
By JULIE RITTER

Members of our association who have lived downtown for many years have seen endless numbers of people 
moving in and out.  Our neighborhood group has worked to make residents aware of the way trash collection 
works, fire safety, and parking for their houses, among other things.  But these efforts have always been 
“after the fact”.  First a problem, then our association would get involved. How much easier if people had the 
information they needed ahead of time, so that the problems never happened.  

The University of Michigan is our biggest neighbor on two sides (east and south).  The Huron River is the 
northern boundary, and Kerrytown marks the western edge.  Students love this part of town.  Especially grad 
students who enjoy the relative peace and quiet compared to other student-heavy areas.  

However peaceful the Old Fourth Ward may be, every August the neighborhood, like many places in town, 
suffers through “Move Out/Move In”, a two-week period when leases end, apartments are refurbished, rugs 
are cleaned, walls are painted.  It is hectic and pressured for contractors making the changes, for students 

continued on next page
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Welcome to Downtown Living continued

who have to find a place to stash their belongings for two weeks, for residents living in the middle of this 
mayhem.  Once the new lease year starts (usually the week before the University classes begin) people get 
moved in and things settle down.  Sort of.

Then there is a long learning curve for new residents to understand how the neighborhood works. Things like 
trash collection, house parties, how to buy and dispose of furniture, the closest grocery stores, all these pieces 
of living downtown, all fit together to make a happy community when things go smoothly.

The first version of the Downtown Living Guide was just a short brochure about trash pickup.  It has grown 
to include many parts of living downtown. And, to be honest, living anywhere in Ann Arbor.  The mechanics 
are still the same, even if the details are different. We have partnered with the Beyond the Diag Program and 
the Inter-Cooperative Council to make the guide available to students and other new neighborhood residents.  
This year, we have added sections on COVID and voting.  You can read the full test here:  https://tylertopics.
com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/WelcomeToDowntownLiving2020-SEPT15

Old Fourth Ward Historic District

https://tylertopics.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/WelcomeToDowntownLiving2020-SEPT15
https://tylertopics.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/WelcomeToDowntownLiving2020-SEPT15
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The risk posed by Radon, a tasteless, colorless and 
odorless gas, is well documented.  It has been estimated 
that 21,000 lung cancer deaths are caused by Radon 
each year. According to the American Cancer Society, 
the basement tends to have the highest concentration 
of Radon. For more information on the Radon risk, 
see https://amp.cancer.org/cancer/cancer-causes/
radiation-exposure/radon.html. Residents who spend 
a lot of time in basements are at the greatest risk.  
According to the Health Department of Washtenaw 
County (see https://www.washtenaw.org/1842/Radon), 
2 out of 5 homes in Washtenaw County have high Radon 
levels, defined as a level of 4.0 picocuries per liter or 
higher.  In area code 48104, for example, which includes 
the Old Fourth Ward, the average has been determined 
to be 5 pCi/L.  Other areas in Washtenaw County are much 
higher.  To get your house tested for Radon, you have 
options.   The Washtenaw County Health Department 
provides information about ordering inexpensive test 
kits at http://cgi.radon.com/sub/mi/. With these kits, 
the monitoring kit is sent to a lab for analysis.  More 
expensive digital monitors (over $100) 
are also available which can provide 
both short- and long-term Radon levels 
on site without the need to send to a 
lab. If you learn that you have high 
Radon levels, you can contract with a 
number of abatement professionals 
that serve our area.  See https://nrpp.
info/pro-search/?f=&z=48104   My 
wife and I had a good experience with 
Protech Environmental Services Inc. 
(https://www.protechenvironmental.
com/index.php), located on the west 
side of Ann Arbor at 251 Jackson Plaza, Ann Arbor, MI 
· (734) 761-3595. One of our members also had a good 
experience with Probe Environmental, located at 4470 
Jackson Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 48103 (734) 663-4423. 

Another option for radon mitigation is installation of a 
heat recovery ventilator, or HRV, also called an air-to-
air heat exchanger. This method increases ventilation 
by introducing outdoor air while using the heated or 

cooled air being exhausted to 
warm or cool the incoming air. If 
a basement or crawl space is not 
sealed with solid concrete, then 
this may be more effective for 
reducing radon levels. Only two 
local contractors install these 
systems, Robertson Morrison and 
Boone & Darr.

Using the information and 
resources cited above, a 
homeowner can easily get 

Radon levels checked and, if necessary, initiate Radon 
abatement.  However, the vast majority of residences in 
the Old Fourth Ward are student rentals.   The residents 
at greatest risk are those that live in basement 
apartments.  There is a provision in the Building Code 
(Title VIII, Chapter 105 8:503, (6)s) that in habitable 
cellars “a Radon test, conducted by an independent 
accredited contractor, indicates acceptable levels of 
Radon.”  Unfortunately, Radon detection and mitigation 
do not appear to be included in city rental inspections.   
See https://www.a2gov.org/departments/build-
rent-inspect/housing/Documents/02%20RH%20
Pre-Inspection%20Checklist%202019.pdf.   We 
think they should be.  We also think that landlords 
who rent basement apartments should be required 
to inform renters of the results of the Radon testing.  
More importantly, students who rent basement 
apartments should be educated about the risk and 
how they can inexpensively measure the Radon level 
in their basement apartment.  John Mirsky, Executive 
Policy Advisor for Sustainability and member of the 
Environmental Commission, agrees.   He recommended 
that the downtown AADL purchase a few meters to be 
checked out to residents.   He also stated in a recent 
correspondence that the city’s Rental Housing Services 
should include radon screening in its 30-month 
inspections.  The Old Fourth Ward Association intends 
to take an active role in advocating for education, 
screening and mitigating for this widespread health 
hazard.

RADON
EXHAUST PUMP

RADON
DETECTOR

HAVE YOU CHECKED YOUR RADON LEVEL LATELY?
By JEFF CROCKETT AND ILENE TYLER

https://amp.cancer.org/cancer/cancer-causes/radiation-exposure/radon.html
https://amp.cancer.org/cancer/cancer-causes/radiation-exposure/radon.html
https://www.washtenaw.org/1842/Radon
http://cgi.radon.com/sub/mi/
https://nrpp.info/pro-search/?f=&z=48104
https://nrpp.info/pro-search/?f=&z=48104
https://www.protechenvironmental.com/index.php
https://www.protechenvironmental.com/index.php
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/build-rent-inspect/housing/Documents/02%20RH%20Pre-Inspection%20Checklist%202019.pdf
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/build-rent-inspect/housing/Documents/02%20RH%20Pre-Inspection%20Checklist%202019.pdf
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/build-rent-inspect/housing/Documents/02%20RH%20Pre-Inspection%20Checklist%202019.pdf
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The NeighborSquad Network “Think globally, 
act locally.”
By RON SUAREZ

2020 is the year in which we have encountered multiple dilemmas that necessitate better ways of connecting 
with others to figure out how to fix things. Facebook algorithms are designed to promote disagreements that 
lead to more ad revenue. If you are interested in a constructive exchange of opinions, coupled with tools for 
project management to produce real change, you might be interested in NeighborSquad.

The NeighborSquad Network is a collection of websites. The original domain was created in 2012. Originally, 
the idea was to help low-income and elderly folks to become cord cutters (cancel cable subscriptions) by 
crowdsourcing tech support to teenagers in the neighborhood. After the onset of COVID-19 in early 2020, 
various Mutual Aid groups have been rising up spontaneously across the world.  Thus, I resurrected the brand 
and began building a new website, which has evolved into a network of websites.

The core problem we wish to address is the rampant spread of misinformation and disinformation in social 
media, coupled with the disappearance of local newspapers. Parts of the country are on fire while other parts 
are being flooded, compounded by a failure of our social institutions to have much of an effect in addressing 
these problems. Hence our tagline: “think globally, act locally.” Especially during the multiple crises which we 
face in 2020 the refrain “real change only happens from the bottom up” is being echoed in many quarters.  
Our system of representative democracy has been failing at protecting democracy itself. Thus, our network 
of websites is an attempt to offer tools that can help neighbors to get to know each other and organize in a 
fashion that assists us in becoming the change that we want to see. Social networks such as NextDoor do a 
decent job of letting people know that you have an extra piece of furniture to offer a neighbor or are exchang-
ing information about some new bug infestation you may have noticed. However, if you would like to talk with 
your neighbors about how to create alternatives to your local electric utility company or Internet provider, you 
won’t find that information or the tools you need in such a platform.  Thus, our focus is to take on issues that 
replicate themselves on a national level yet lend themselves to solutions that could begin at the local level. 

NeighborSquad.org was built using Wordpress, the most popular web building tool on the Internet, which com-
bines ease of use with the unlimited ability to customize. In addition, we use a WordPress plugin called Buddy-
Press, sometimes referred to as Facebook in a box. The big difference is that we do not sell your data. On Face-
book you are the product being sold. In NeighborSquad the product is the collection of tools that we provide, and 
those tools are free. Similar to Facebook, two essential components are the Member and the Group. Neighbor-
Squad offers extended personal profiles that enable our website to function a little bit like LinkedIn.  However, 
instead of searching for a job by listing your skills, so that someone will hire you, our profiles are designed to 
enable you to find others who share similar interests around social issues. So, you can click on an issue and see 
people who have indicated that they would spend time on related projects. The second essential component is 
the Group. Groups can be open to the public, invite only, or hidden. Any one person may be interested in joining 
multiple Groups. A given Group may focus on something within a specific geography and or interest area. This 
newsletter contains an article about Ann Arbor Microgrid, which is one of the Groups inside NeighborSquad. 
Within the Group, you can see videos that explain what a microgrid is and that show examples from the Brooklyn 
Microgrid. Different videos showcase homeowners or neighborhood businesses who have joined the microgrid. 
Groups can enable focused communication as opposed to email where information from hundreds of different 
sources gets tangled up like spaghetti. Messages can be sent from a Group Administrator to all the Members of 
the group very easily. In addition, Group Members can adjust the settings for how they receive emails from the 
Group. You can receive each message and reply as it happens, or a daily Digest, or you could decide to receive 
zero emails and just check the website when you’re interested in seeing what’s happening within the Group. 
Related websites within the network offer the opportunity for project management and other advanced tools. In

continued on next page
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October 1st 2018 we were extremely grateful to 
see our friends from the Old Fourth Ward Associa-
tion at the city council meeting, where we were in 
attendance to receive a co-op month proclamation. 
If you’re an avid reader of this wonderful newslet-
ter you may recall Christine and Jeff Crockett’s Fire 
Safety article in the Fall edition. It was wonderful to 
see their fire safety and prevention efforts supported 
with a proclamation for Fire Prevention Week 2018.  

Keeping on that theme, we thought we’d update 
folks on the enormous fire system updates we’ve 
tackled within the last year. We have 21 physical 
structures across Ann Arbor that include fire panels/
detectors/extinguishers, kitchen suppression sys-
tems, exit signage, and emergency lights. Due to a 
change in service providers, we discovered sever-
al deficiencies that were not up to code or our own 
standards. Through switching providers, we updated 
several back end technical items such as: 

•  kitchen suppression revisions (rerouting and 
wiring buildings) 

•  updated all kitchen suppression nozzles 
(replacement of outdated materials)

•  researched and replaced an outdated battery 

brand (increased longevity to ensure batteries 
did not fail in between yearly inspections)

•  upgraded every fire panel battery (reduces 
service calls and waste of community 
resources)

•  rezoned fire panels to appropriate house 
layout (reduces confusion and safety concerns)

In addition to the amount of labor and love poured 
into these updates, our Maintenance Team continues 
to coordinate yearly inspections of fire extinguishers, 
detectors, strobes, and biannual kitchen suppression 
system inspections. Our member-led Facilities Man-
agement Committee worked to create a centralized 
and house-specific Emergency Preparedness Re-
source with a focus on Fire Safety Guidelines and 
Procedures. We look forward to continuing these ef-
forts and including Fire Prevention Week among our 
educational activities during co-op month in October. 
Cheers to sharing and supporting each other to en-
sure safety is a priority within our communities. 

Inter-Cooperative Council Update
By NICK COQUILLARD

Kennedy Care is a home health agency that was humbly founded in Ann 
Arbor and 16 years later now serves families across the state of Michigan. 

800.796.CARE www.kennedycare.com
150 S Fifth Avenue Suite 205 Ann Arbor, MI 48104

We provide home based services to individuals with an array of needs - 
from those needing short term rehabilitation to 24 hour care due to a 

catastrophic injury. 

Please contact us today if you have any questions about who we are 
and how we can serve you.

When the OFWA Board of Directors heard the sad news 
that Treasure Mart was closing due to the serious 
health issues faced by owner Elaine Johns, we wanted 
to do something to express our thanks to her and her 
husband Carl.  Treasure Mart has provided most of us 
with years of shopping pleasure and with many of our 
treasured possessions.  

We hatched a plan to gather stories from our mem-
bers and other Treasure Mart enthusiasts about their 
favorite acquisitions and create a photo book to docu-
ment our appreciation.  I collected and edited the con-
tributions and Ilene Tyler laid them out beautifully in 
Shutterfly which produced a lovely little volume.  Chris 
and Jeff Crockett personally presented it to Elaine and 
Carl.  They were very appreciative of the gesture and 
for our gift.  It will keep the memory of our favorite 

store vivid for all of us who had a hand in its creation.  
Thanks to everyone who participated.  You can take a 
look and buy a copy if you like at https://link.shutterfly.
com/e/9IdSStAOk8.  Just click on the book and you can 
page through the whole thing.  None of the proceeds go 
to the OFWA or any of its members.

TREASURE MART REMEMBERED
By ELLEANOR CROWN

The NeighborSquad Network “Think globally, act locally.” continued

addition, an individual Group that wishes a public presence beyond its members may have a public blog. 

A possible application you might want to try could be to create a block association Group, that would enable 
you to easily communicate with others living on your street. Current settings enable you to reveal your phone 
number to selected people, whom you have accepted as a “Friend.” You have the ability to send messages to 
each other within the Group without ever revealing your email address. If you no longer wish to get messages 
from a Group or anyone within the network, you can simply leave.

New ideas are actually the easiest to implement during a time of crisis. So, log into our website and tell us 
about your new ideas. You can start by simply reading the new ideas that have been implemented by the De-
troit Filling Station restaurant in Kerrytown: https://neighborsquad.org/mutual-aid-crowd-financing-during-
covid-19/

https://link.shutterfly.com/e/9IdSStAOk8
https://link.shutterfly.com/e/9IdSStAOk8
https://neighborsquad.org/mutual-aid-crowd-financing-during-covid-19/
https://neighborsquad.org/mutual-aid-crowd-financing-during-covid-19/
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Beyond The Diag – Fall 2020
By MARK SIMMONDS
At the risk of repeating some fairly well-worn and familiar phrases, it’s fair to say that 2020 has brought with it some 
unexpected and unprecedented challenges. When I started in the role of Program Manager for Beyond The Diag at 
the end of January, little did I know that by early March, our world would look very different.

The challenges for all members of our community have evolved and continued over the past six months, and the 
university is sensitive to the impact that the pandemic is having on all of us, in so many different ways.

The university as a whole has adapted and revised so many programs, activities and events, and the overall strategy 
has pivoted to this different context. The Wolverine Culture of Care has been developed to ensure that all members 
of our community are doing their part to stay safe and take care of themselves and each other. This initially featured 
face-to-face engagement with students on- and off-campus to educate and reinforce messaging drawn from the uni-
versity’s Maize & Blueprint strategy. With many of these principles now well-embedded across our community, the 
program moves to the next phase of implementation, which focuses on receiving and responding to concerns raised 
by members of our community. If you are aware of activities and behaviors not consistent with efforts to stop the 
spread, you can share these concerns through our COVID concern reporting phone line – 734-647-3000.

Within off-campus housing and support, we have made some significant changes to our program delivery, including:

• The first-ever off-campus Virtual Housing Fair (July 2020)

• Virtual recruitment of the Beyond The Diag student staff team

• Safety kit distributions to all students in Ann Arbor – all students living in off-campus housing were offered U-M 
safety kits, which included two masks, two face coverings, personal thermometer, hand sanitizer and a COVID-19 
safety guide

• Take Time Before You Sign – our information campaign for students looking for housing will make significant use 
of videos and social media platforms, and will reduce in-person events

• Community outreach and engagement events using Zoom, YouTube, and social media

• Fall and Winter Virtual Housing Fairs (likely Nov 2020 and Jan 2021)

• The development of Beyond The Diag’s first Student Advisory Board – to give greater input and feedback to stu-
dents in the planning and delivery of our programs and activities

It is likely that the changes may continue for some time yet, as we continue to respond and adapt to the ongoing 
challenges. If you have ideas or suggestions for Beyond The Diag, or would like to be more involved with and connect-
ed to our work, please feel free to contact me at masimmo@umich.edu. I’m always happy to connect for a virtual or 
in-person coffee!  Thank you all, and have a safe and healthy season!

robust local economy

 

216 N. FOURTH AVE. ANN ARBOR • Ph. (734) 994 - 9174 • PEOPLESFOOD.COOP

You help create a

when you shop at the co-op.

NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI

NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI

• Downtown Full Service Grocery Store
• Fresh Local Produce Year Around
• Variety of Wines & Craft Beer
• Hot & Cold Food Bar & Cafe

STORE HOURS
Monday - Saturday Sunday
8am - 10pm 9am - 10pm

100 N State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

734.663.4189
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New Trees Planted in 2018 in the Old Fourth Ward
By SUSAN WINEBERG

City crews were busy this fall planting a total of 112 trees along our residential streets.  
This was part of the Street Planting Plan for FY 2019 and included the area bounded by De-
pot, N. Main, E. Huron and Glen, including State, Division, Ingalls, Thayer and Kingsley as 
well as others.  The city followed our recommendations 
for places to plant trees such as barren spots along 
State St near Ann and Catherine.  They also ground 
down old stumps and replaced dead trees.  Some 
of the species planted by the Crimboli Nursery in 
Canton include paper bark maple (not native), 
yellow maple (native), London Plane tree 
(not native), and Hop Hornbeam (native). 
Also planted were American Elms (are these 
natives making a comeback?), tulip pop-
lars, and Miyabei Maple (not native).  These 
come from an approved list of trees.  If you 
want to see other areas planted for FY2019 
and the approved list of trees, go to 

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/forestry/

100 N State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

734.663.4189
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Safe Group Housing in a Pandemic
The Inter-Cooperative Council (ICC) withstood many tests of time from white supremist and anti-feminist restrictive 
laws, to world wars, to economic depressions and crises – and then came COVID-19. True to form, the ICC recognized 
its place as the area’s most affordable housing option for its members, more than 95% attending college, and worked 
together all summer long to ensure every single house remained open and safe for the people who needed us.

To date, the ICC, comprised of 16 group housing cooperatives, has had only a handful of confirmed cases with everyone 
isolating appropriately – including no reported cases all summer. The ICC’s relative safety so far is due to its members 
taking the pandemic extremely seriously, working on very detailed plans for current members, for a safe move-in, 
and for ongoing living environments at the ICC this coming year. At every single Board of Directors, committee, 
and staff meetings since March, ICC members have been planning to keep our current and new members safe and 
supportive of each other.

Some of the ways the ICC prepared included:

• Creation of an ICC COVID-19 Task Force to work with house leaders on how to safely make and provide meals, 
prepare for move-in, and more.

• The ICC asked members to quarantine for 14 days before move-in. 

• The ICC only allowed members with an active contract to participate in moving into their house. Current members 
helped move new members in. 

• The ICC required that masks must always be worn while on house property during move-ins – and some houses 
require masks even now in common areas.

• The Board of Directors (BoD) confirmed additional options to opt out of a housing contract due to COVID-19. 

• The BoD required all houses to provide a house-specific, written, clearly posted COVID-19 policy, including a guest 
policy. There is a form on our website for all houses to use as a way to create the policy. Most houses are NOT 
allowing outside guests at this time.

• No ICC houses are permitted to host a party or social gathering event inside and outside in any space that cannot 
support social distancing in accordance with current local and state laws. This will continue through the pandemic.

• The BoD, staff and other member leaders created a very detailed COVID-19 ICC Plan of Action – a very long, guiding 
document based on CDC, Univ. of Michigan, and Washtenaw County Health Department guidelines. 

I am so proud to be a part of the ICC and a community member who can be trusted. The entire ICC wishes all our 
neighbors well and a healthy fall. 

Former ICC General Manager Jim Jones Publishes a Group Equity Housing Book 
Jim Jones, one of the most impactful influencers for group and student cooperative housing in the country, published 
Hasten Slowly, And You Will Soon Arrive – The Mysterious Presence of Group Equity Housing Cooperatives in August.

From the description, 

“With roots in the women’s movement of the late 1800s, group equity co-ops have continued against the odds for 
almost 150 years, finding ways to create both affordable housing and community across North America. … This model 
of cooperative housing has grown from renting rooming houses to ownership of property worth millions of dollars, but

ICC UPDATE: MEMBERS LIVING SAFELY AND FORMER 
GENERAL MANAGER PUBLISHES A BOOK ABOUT GROUP 
EQUITY COOPERATIVES
By NICK COQUILLARD, GENERAL MANAGER, INTER-COOPERATIVE COUNCIL
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ICC UPDATE Continued

it has only scratched the surface of what can be achieved. The group equity movement has “hastened slowly” toward 
a distant destination, guided by its ever-changing members, and it seems certain to continue for years to come.

This book is the story of that journey.”

The book spans three eras starting with the birth of the cooperatives started by women oppressed by faculty, students 
and community members who viewed them as unworthy of education and housing (1872-1968). The second era, “The 
NASCO Years” spanning 1968-1986, describes the importance and impact of a well-organized group of cooperatives 
on the movement. Finally, co-op expansion is the focus of the third era spanning 1986-2018 with a focus on how 
student cooperatives grew. 

More information about Hasten Slowly is available at www.nasco.coop under the News section which includes a link to 
order the book. You may also order by emailing Jim Jones at jimcoopjones@icloud.com or Nick Coquillard at gm@icc.coop.

Thank you from Anne Bannister
I am honored to have served as First Ward Council Member for the past 
three years and would like to thank everyone who helped and supported 
me as we faced numerous complex issues and challenging decisions.  I have 
listened carefully and considered your input on all of the issues, including 
growth and land use, affordable housing, protection of natural features, the 
climate crisis and carbon neutrality, parking issues, pedestrian safety, and 
police oversight.  My Council colleagues and I have aspired to provide checks 
and balances and thoughtful due diligence and decision making, including 
fixing systemic problems where needed.  Some of the topics we’re working 
on currently include:

• Tree and historic district protection 

• Metrics of City performance relative to goals

• Ordinance updates for the Independent Community Police Oversight Commission (ICPOC)

• Creation of Council of the Commons to oversee plans for the Center of the City Block

• Discussion questions for the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) annual meeting on Oct 13 

• Dioxane Plume and the Consent Judgement vote on Oct 19

• Entheogenic Plants for Mental Health 

• Council Rules issues including disclosure of Conflict of Interest and Attorneys Office use of privileged and 
confidential on their written opinions

• Communications from City Hall, including emphasis on plain language and greater online file sharing

• Affordable housing and the Proposal C millage on the November ballot

Though my service on Council ends on November 5, I will continue to work with you to advance proposals 
that will make Ann Arbor a better place for its diverse population. I look forward to working with new Council 
Member Lisa Disch to ensure a smooth transition.

(Note to Anne from the Old Fourth Ward Association:  Thank you for service to our downtown residential 
community.  We have appreciated your support for historic preservation, local businesses such as the 
Kerrytown shops and the People’s Food Coop, and for your support in helping resolve many neighborhood 
issues by facilitating meetings with city staff.)

ANNE BANNISTER

www.nasco.coop
mailto:jimcoopjones%40icloud.com?subject=
mailto:gm%40icc.coop?subject=
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The Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC) is a consulting 
body for Ann Arbor’s Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA). The DDA functions for the Downtown 
in some ways like this OFW association does for our 
neighborhood, but with a focus on major infrastructure 
investments (for instance: streetscapes, bike lanes, 
Pedestrian safety, parking structures). The DDA seeks to 
inform itself on issues that are affecting the Downtown 
through regular communication-with local businesses 
of the Downtown, and also residents who live here. 
There are several organizations (Main Street Merchants 
Association, State Street Merchants Association, Ann 
Arbor Area Chamber of Commerce) that provide a 
business perspective. It is the CAC, however, that brings 
the perspective of downtown residents.

The CAC was formed simultaneously with the DDA 
in 1982. The state legislation that created the DDA 
also provided for the creation of a Downtown Area 
Citizens Advisory Council (CAC). While CAC members are 
appointed by the Mayor, confirmed by City Council and 
must live within the boundaries of the DDA, anyone who 

is interested can attend meetings. The CAC typically 
meets the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in 
the 2nd Floor City Council Work Room, City Hall, 301 E. 
Huron. In our post-COVID environment, these meetings 
have been virtual Zoom meetings.

The Old Fourth Ward Is one of the most proximal 
districts to the DDA area, with some boundaries even 
overlapping on our South and West borders. There 
are members of our neighborhood who are current 
serving members of the CAC. There are also many OFW 
residents, including myself, who regularly attend these 
meetings. I find that most issues raised and discussed 
at CAC meetings have direct and important impact on 
our neighborhood as well. I also feel that understanding 
the larger issues confronting the Downtown helps me 
contextualize how our neighborhood relates to the 
broader community.

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to know 
how you could attend a CAC meeting in the future.  
stevepkaplan@gmail.com

THE CITIZEN’S ADVISORY COUNCIL
By STEVE KAPLAN

DDA Executive Director, Susan Pollay, will retire at the end of this year.  During her 24-year 
tenure, many enhancements to downtown Ann Arbor have been accomplished.  We are 
especially grateful for the excellent improvements to the beauty and safety of Detroit Street 
and Fifth Ave. at Kerrytown, Farmers Market, and Community High, accomplished through 
the partnership of the DDA and the city.  Thank you, Susan, for your leadership and exper-
tise!  (https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/07/susan-pollay-retiring-after-over-
two-decades-as-ann-arbor-dda-director.html)

mailto:stevepkaplan%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/07/susan-pollay-retiring-after-over-two-decades-as-ann-arbor-dda-director.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/07/susan-pollay-retiring-after-over-two-decades-as-ann-arbor-dda-director.html
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Available at local bookstores and on Amazon
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OFWA Treasurer’s Report
7 October 2020

This report reflects revenue/expenses for the period 1 January 2020 – 7 October 2020 (FY2020). The OFWA 
Fiscal Year runs from 1 January – 31 December. Revenue is derived solely from membership dues (individual 
= $10, family = $20, corporate = $50, sustaining = ≥ $100).  Expenses relate to the annual neighborhood 
party (2019 = $1256.79; note: there was no party held in 2020), newsletter production/printing, membership 
mailings (envelopes, printing, postage), and required annual Michigan nonprofit tax filings ($20.00).

FY2019 revenue was $2500.70 and expenses were $2260.95).  To date (10/07), FY2020 revenue is $2002.98; 
expenses are $1480.36.  Our current balance is $3105.11.

With particular note for their generosity, & with acknowledgement of the efforts of our Membership officer, 
Elleanor Crown, sustaining memberships in FY2020 include:

•	 Lars Bjorn

•	 Cameron Holdings

•	 Chris and Jeff Crockett

•	 Elleanor Crown

•	 Paul Dunlap

•	 Grafaktri, Inc.

•	 The Broken Egg

•	 Susan Wineberg

Please note the Treasurer’s address:
OFWA / c/o Bethany Osborne
625 North Fourth Avenue, #2

Ann Arbor MI  48104

Membership payment options include a Square link (preferred); also accessible via the 
Ann Arbor Old Fourth Ward Historic Association Facebook page in addition to the current 

check or point-of-service credit card scan (via Square Reader) at in-person gatherings.

Respectfully submitted,

Bethany Osborne
Treasurer

https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association
https://www.facebook.com/OFWAA2/
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2020 Old Fourth Association Membership Dues
Individuals ($10) Family ($20)  Business ($50) Donor level ($100)

Date: _____________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City plus Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount sent: _______________________________

PLEASE SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION ALONG WITH THIS FORM 

TO:

OFWA/ c/o Bethany Osborne 

625 North Fourth Avenue, #2 

Ann Arbor MI 48104

If you have not yet paid your 2020 membership dues, please do so soon.  
 Your support is important to us and makes it possible for us to publish 

this newsletter and host the annual spring party.

Membership Categories:
Individual – $10 

Family – $20 

Corporate – $50 

Sustaining – $100 

Other – Any amount chosen

Memberships may be paid via check and mailed to the attention of the Treasurer, OFWA (Bethany Os-

borne / Treasurer, OFWA, 625 North Fourth Avenue, #2, Ann Arbor MI  48104); paid in person (via check or 

credit card) at the community meetings or party; or paid online via our Facebook page “Donate” button 

or directly, https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association.

http://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association


CONTACT INFORMATION

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Christine Crockett, President
 christinecrockett8@gmail.com 
Ray Detter, Vice-President
 rdetter@umich.edu 
Bethany Osborne, Treasurer
 bosborneusa@gmail.com 
Jeff Crockett, Communications Officer
 jeffcrockett8@gmail.com 
Ilene Tyler Publicity Director
 ilene.tyler@gmail.com 
Susan Wineberg, Historic Preservation Officer
 swines@umich.edu 
Elleanor Crown, Membership Officer, Newsletter Editor  
     ecrown@umich.edu

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION BOARD
Lars Bjorn lbjorn@umich.edu 
Nick Coquillard coquill@umich.edu 
Steve Kaplan asherdanielkaplan@gmail.com 
David Kennedy david@kennedycare.com
Julie Ritter ritter.julie@gmail.com

CITY OF ANN ARBOR
Go to  https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contac-
tus.aspx

A2 FIX IT!
Reporting a problem just got easier than ever with 
A2 Fix It, a website (see link below) now available to 
document, report and resolve all sorts of problems, 
e.g. trash pickup, violations of community standards, 
burned out lights, potholes, vegetation over growth, 
etc.  Use the link below to enter a report from your 
computer. 

http://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-a-
Problem.aspx

1st Ward Council Reps:
Anne Bannister  abannister@a2gov.org
Jeff Hayner  jhayner@a2gov.org

Ann Arbor GIS Maps and Resources:
https://www.a2gov.org/services/GIS/Pages/default.
aspx

Old Fourth Ward Association
506 E. Kingsley St.
Ann Arbor MI 48104
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