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The spring meeting originally scheduled for April 14 has been postponed indefinitely due to the Coronavirus 
restrictions.  We will assess the situation closer to June 4, the proposed date for the spring party.  If you can 
hold that date, we will let you know as soon as possible whether or not it will be held then or if we plan to 
move it to a time later in the summer or fall.

A Heartfelt Farewell to Elaine and Carl Johns
By JEFF CROCKETT
When the news that Elaine and Carl Johns had put Treasure Mart up 
for sale, a collective sigh of disbelief and sadness swept through our 
neighborhood.  Elaine’s recent ALS diagnosis has hastened a decision 
that they would eventually have to make because their adult children 
are firmly established in their own careers.

The Treasure Mart is the soul of our neighborhood.  Many of our long-
term residents have furnished our homes with Treasure Mart finds.  For 
all customers, including both Ann Arbor residents and out-of-towners, 
the Treasure Mart is a welcome diversion from the intrusion of our digi-
tal/political world, looking for the perfect piece of furniture or accessory 
to fill that empty nook, a silver spoon to complete a set, an elegant 
framed needlepoint to occupy a blank spot on a wall, statuary for the 
backyard, or a gift for the person who has everything.  In truth, the Trea-
sure Mart represents far more than the things you find. It also presents 
an opportunity to sell things when you downsize or move, when you are 
trying to settle your parents’ estate, when you are tired of something 
that you have had for a long time, or when you want to simplify your 
life.  With a national reputation the Treasure Mart excels at what it does. 
When friends and family from afar visit, many of us make the Treasure 
Mart a required stop on our local itinerary.  It is uniquely Ann Arbor.

continued on next page

TREASURE MART
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A Heartfelt Farewell to Elaine and Carl Johns continued

Clearly, the most important factor in the success 
of Treasure Mart has been the people who work 
there.  They are family to us in the Old Fourth Ward.  
The Treasure Mart story began with Demaris Cash 
in the 1960s and has remarkably continued with 
her daughter Elaine and her son-in-law Carl Johns.   

Detroit Street was once considered to be a run-
down block in the worst part of town, but it has 
evolved into one of the most desirable areas of 
Ann Arbor, close to downtown, the University, the 
Farmer’s Market, Kerrytown, and Zingerman’s.  For 
more about Elaine and Carl’s Treasure Mart journey 
and their anticipated departure, we refer you to the 
following Mlive articles:

https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/01/treasure-
mart-swamped-as-customers-react-to-news-that-
its-for-sale.html

https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/01/treasure-
mart-listed-for-sale-in-ann-arbor.html

As we celebrate Elaine and Carl’s accomplishments, 
we would also like to express our appreciation for 
the employees who work behind the scenes to 
keep the Treasure Mart humming.  

All of us hope, of course, that the Treasure Mart 
will continue under new ownership.  Whatever hap-
pens, we in the Old Fourth Ward Association are 
grateful for the many years of excellent service that 
the Treasure Mart has provided to our community.

L. TO R. ELAINE JOHNS, DEMARIS CASH, CARL JOHNS 
AT TREASURE MART, CA. 1995

TREASURE MART STAFF (L. TO R.  TERRIE THOMPSON, CARL, LINDA 
WAENER, MISSY CELLANEOUS, ELAINE, KAREN IKOLA-MARIN, AND 
PAM GONZALES.  EMPLOYEES NOT PICTURED INCLUDE ANTONY 
SHAKESCRAFT, MARCI WOOLSON, STEVE VERHOFF AND CARLOS 
VASQUEZ.  FORMER EMPLOYEES NOT PICTURED MADHU BHATIA, 
STEVE VERHOFF, GREG DAHLBERG, AND DEBBY UPTON.)

TREASURE MART CA. 1960

https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/01/treasure-mart-swamped-as-customers-react-to-news-that-its-for-sale.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/01/treasure-mart-swamped-as-customers-react-to-news-that-its-for-sale.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/01/treasure-mart-swamped-as-customers-react-to-news-that-its-for-sale.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/01/treasure-mart-listed-for-sale-in-ann-arbor.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/01/treasure-mart-listed-for-sale-in-ann-arbor.html
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In September 2019, City Council appointed nine citizens 
(including myself), two Council members, and one city 
staff person to the newly created Center of the City Task 
Force. The creation of the Task Force was a response to 
voters approving Proposal A in 2018, stating in the city’s 
Charter that “Liberty Plaza, the surface of the Library 
Lane parking structure, and Library Lane itself shall be 
retained in public ownership, in perpetuity, and devel-
oped as an urban central park and civic center com-
mons known as the “Center of the City.’” 

The Task Force was charged with “engaging citizens in 
visioning, long-term planning building toward a final 
vision for the Center of the City on the Library Block.” 
We spent six months collecting over 3,000 comments 
from almost 1,000 individuals offering ideas on what 
they would like to see on the Library Block’s three pub-
lic spaces. We also held discussions with groups most 
directly connected with the Library Block, including the 
DDA, the library, Kempf House, AAATA, UM Credit Union, 
business owners on the block, and First Martin Corp. In 
addition, information mailings were sent to 6,500 Ann 
Arbor addresses; two Open Houses attracted about 150 
people each; and hundreds of survey responses were 
collected from various groups, including those attend-
ing the fall OFW meeting.

The Task Force then developed six recommendations 
for City Council to authorize as next steps. These were 
presented to Council on February 28th, and are summa-
rized below:

Recommendation 1: Facilitate formation of the Ann 
Arbor “Council of the Commons.”
This group would take responsibility for develop-
ment, programming, and funding of civic activities 
on the three public spaces. It would be composed of 
a broad membership of community members of all 
ages and backgrounds.

Recommendation 2: Schedule regular meetings of a 
Center of the City Block partners group.
The City Administrator on a regular schedule (e.g., 
twice a year?) would invite one representative from 
each of the groups most directly involved to meet 
informally to discuss long-term strategies for the Li-
brary Block as a whole. A representative would be 
invited from the following: DDA, Ann Arbor District Li-
brary, Historic District Commission, UM Credit Union, 

First Martin Corporation, Council of the Commons, 
Denali residents, and Library Block business owners.

Recommendation 3: Remove ground-level parking 
on the parking structure and begin efforts of rede-
sign as an active public space:
This recommendation was a direct response to Pro-
posal A. It is anticipated the DDA would fund interim 
improvements to activate the space and the Coun-
cil on the Commons would facilitate and coordinate 
programming on the space.

Recommendation 4: Authorize initial planning for 
the long-term development of the Center of the City 
Block as a priority under the City’s Master Plan:
The Task Force recognized the need for a broader vi-
sion of how the entire Library Block could be devel-
oped, and that its future design should be a priority 
under the City’s Master Plan. This would be the re-
sponsibility of the city’s Planning Commission and 
Planning Department through working with urban 
design and planning professionals and the public in 
general.

Recommendation 5: Authorize initial planning for 
the development of the public spaces on the Center 
of the City Block:
This would recognize the need for a more immediate 
planning process for the three public spaces, either 
individually or as a group. This effort would be under 
the purview of the DDA and Council of the Commons.

Recommendation 6: Negotiate potential agree-
ments/easements that allow for future expansion 
and connections of the public spaces on the Center 
of the City Block:
This recommendation recognizes that long-term de-
velopment of the Library Block may involve buying, 
selling, or trading properties or property rights, and 
that city staff should negotiate such agreements as 
the need arises.

The Task Force accomplished a lot in the six months 
allocated for this assignment. The group listened to 
many voices, including some invited experts, but it did 
not have the expertise to develop and present a design 
for the Library Block. However, it successfully processed 
a lot of public input and developed through its recom-
mendations a proposal for “next steps” for City Council.

CENTER OF THE CITY TASK FORCE
By NORM TYLER
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St. Thomas the Apostle Church
By SUSAN WINEBERG

The next profile in our series on churches in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
is of the St. Thomas Church complex.  The church’s history at State and Kings-
ley is intimately tied to the development of the Old Fourth Ward itself and the 
growth of its Irish and German immigrant population. It is the oldest Catholic 
church in Ann Arbor and was organized in 1835 in a private home on the triangle 
that now houses the Catching Fireflies store opposite Zingerman’s.  It took ten 
years to actually construct a building which was built in 1845 on Kingsley St., 
then demolished in 1898.  Three new buildings were constructed on Kingsley 
from the old bricks! Two survive as apartment houses today. In 1868 the church 
purchased a former public school (now a duplex) at 324-326 E. Kingsley.  By 
1886, a much larger school was built (where the current school is now) and the 
older school was sold. It now is a duplex apartment house next door to Zinger-
man’s.  By the 1890s, a new church was badly needed, and, in 1891, Father Kelly 
was appointed to start collecting funds for that purpose.  

The history of the Catholic parishes in Michigan is closely tied to that of its 
Irish immigrants many of whom had settled in Northfield Township.  Those in 
Ann Arbor joined with German and Italian Catholics in 1899 to construct the 
beautiful Romanesque style church that stands today.  Two prominent German 
businessmen, Moses Seabolt and David Rinsey who co-owned a grocery (first at 
the site of the Embassy Hotel and later at the site of AA Brewing Company on 
Washington St.) helped with the fund-raising efforts. In 1897 the Detroit firm of 
Spier and Rohns was hired to design the church in a style reminiscent 
of Italian hill churches with a large bell tower. Today this tower is still 
a landmark, prominently visible from across the river.  

The cornerstone was laid in 1898 and the church was dedicated in 1899.  
The building is constructed of granite fieldstone and Bailey bluestone. 
The church entry has a large stained-glass window and there are more 
inside. Built in a cruciform shape, the church seats 1,000 people.

 Other Ann Arbor buildings designed by Spier and Rohns include the 
Kelsey Museum and the former MCRR Railroad Station now hous-
ing the Gandy Dancer.  The local contractor, Koch Brothers, used the 

church to advertise their work in lo-
cal publications of the time.

As the new church attracted more congregants, the need was soon felt for 
more buildings. In 1902 the yellow brick rectory was constructed behind the 
church at 515 N. State.  This Georgian Revival building has a highly decorat-
ed pediment with brackets and dentils

In 1911, a convent was constructed for the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary at 517 Elizabeth. It’s characterized by its beautiful green tile roof 
and the fishscale shingles on the pedimented dormers.  This was designed 
by Henry G. Pipp, a parishioner and local contractor, for a cost of $8,600.  
A Roman star design on the balustrade above the porch is quite beautiful.

ST. THOMAS DEDICATION 1899

ST. THOMAS CHURCH 1908

continued on next page

ST. THOMAS INTERIOR
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St. Thomas the Apostle Church continued

Finally, in 1929 a new school of orange brick in the Art Deco style was built 
on the site of the 1880s school.  It was designed by the Detroit firm of Don-
aldson and Meier.  This firm designed the UM Museum of Art and also the 
former Unitarian church at State and Huron, now the offices of Hobbs and 
Black Architects).  Their flagship Art Deco building in Detroit, the David Stott 
building, was just recently restored by Dan Gilbert’s Bedrock Enterprises.

Although the school replaced its original Art Deco windows, it retains many 
Art Deco features and maintains a strong presence on State St as you climb 
the hill south into the city.  Today the building serves grades K-8 and also 
has a preschool. In the past it housed a high school known as Fr. Gabriel 
Richard, which moved in 2003 into a new school at Domino’s Farms.  It is the 
oldest school in Ann Arbor and one of the oldest in the country and it cele-
brated 150 years of continuous operation in 2018.  It is a destination school 
for many of the communities surrounding Ann Arbor and remains a diverse 
and affordable place for traditional Catholic education.

Today the church hosts 1,500 families under the leadership of Fr. William Ashbaugh.  There are daily masses 
and four on Sunday. One mass even has an American Sign Language interpreter.  St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church remains a vibrant force within the local Roman Catholic community and in our neighborhood.

Hello again! I’m back with my third article 
since joining the board about two years 
ago. First and foremost, I’m proud to an-
nounce that my wife Jacquelynn and I wel-
comed our third child, Dash Kennedy, into 
the world this past January. A few days fol-
lowing his birth I attended an OFWA board 
meeting where Jeff Crockett suggested I 
write about our experience raising children 
here in the Old Fourth Ward. So, despite my 
state of constant exhaustion, I obliged :)

Prior to our arrival in 2010, 218 North Di-
vision was home to only two families. The 
Old Fourth Ward was a near perfect setting 
in which to raise children when it was first 
constructed. When John and Mary Maynard 
built this home in 1844, it was considered 
to be on the outskirts of a flourishing town. 
John acquired this lot from his in-laws, the 
Wilcoxons, who purchased 10 acres in 1826 
in what is now considered the OFW. The 

Wilcoxson home was next door where 208 
North Division now stands. The combination 
of discounted land and living next to their 
extended family made it the perfect place to 
embark on the journey of starting a family. 

In the mid-1800s, the Old Fourth Ward would 
have provided the four Maynard boys with 
plenty of natural areas to explore under the 
cover of the plentiful, large Burr Oak trees. 
The nearby homes were occupied by young 
families excited about the recent arrival of 
the University of Michigan. There were likely 
plenty of friends for the Maynard boys to play 
with within a few blocks. This town and this 
neighborhood were as ideal as it could be to 
raise children in the frontier state of Michigan. 

Our beloved Old Fourth Ward has certainly 
changed from then until now and the main 
driver for this change was the University of 
Michigan. When the University relocated from 
Detroit to Ann Arbor in 1837 it consisted of a 

THE 1886 ST. THOMAS SCHOOL

RAISING KIDS IN THE OLD FOURTH WARD
By DAVID KENNEDY

continued on next page

ANN ARBOR ARGUS
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meager two professors and seven students. Today this 
neighborhood largely supports the University’s housing 
needs as 47,000 students call this campus home and the 
institution employs 
another 50,000 peo-
ple. Both of these fig-
ures will only continue 
to grow in conjunction 
with our population. 
So, it’s not likely that 
the Old Fourth Ward 
will become a tradi-
tional neighborhood 
with a high density of 
families with children, 
but I’m hoping we can 
set an example for 
others to follow. 

With all of this mind you may be wondering why I choose 
to raise a family here in the Old Fourth Ward. Let me first 
start off by saying that I think a lot before I act. For as 
long as I can remember, the significant choices I’ve made 
in life have been measured with the hope that I am maxi-
mizing not just my own happiness but my family’s happi-
ness and well-being. I’ve always considered what is best 
for my children’s future, well before they were born.  

Living in the Old Fourth Ward allows us as parents to 
trust our kids when they are out in the community and, 
therefore, allow them to navigate real life situations. The 
reality is that this is an incredibly safe neighborhood and 
city as a whole - I’m a nerd and check the crime map in 
the Ann Arbor Observer each month. Even though we are 
downtown, my wife and I are afforded the opportunity to 
let our kids run errands, walk our dog, and play at near-
by parks. We get to show our kids that we trust them to 
make responsible choices with the hope that they begin 
to be independent at an early age. 

Our children are fortunate enough to take part in all that 
this neighborhood has to offer which is very different 
from the typical experiences I had growing up in subur-
ban Oakland County, Michigan.  We are within walking 
distance of my business, restaurants, parks, movie the-
aters, live performances, you name it. We are as close as 
we can be to the center of town while still having a sin-
gle-family home and yard. And this community is small 
enough that we see familiar faces everywhere we go. Be-
ing connected to each other and having frequent chance 
encounters with friends is an amazing feeling. 

The thought of raising a family in a quiet, suburban 
neighborhood sounds painful to me. Since I was a boy, 
I’ve always had a desire to live life differently than my 
peers. Living downtown where a family shouldn’t be is 
exactly why I want to be here. My hope is that my kids 
also strive to be true to themselves even when a lifestyle 
or choice isn’t necessarily popular. 

I chose this particular home because I want my children 
to have a deep love and appreciation for history. To be 
the caretaker of a home that has been here for 176 years 
is truly an honor and privilege that I cherish deeply.  
While providing shelter to families this home was wit-
ness to births, deaths, weddings, and for decades had an 
open door to the students and faculty at the University. 
As a church and Episcopal student center it had Bible 
studies, concerts, and even gay dance parties take place 
between these walls. I love the thought that this home 
was inclusive and ahead of its time. I sometimes sit by 
my fireplace late at night and imagine the many stories 
told and forgotten on this hearth. I can’t believe that we 
occupy the same physical space as these moments in 
time. The fact that so many experiences and people are 
forgotten is what can bring me to tears. All of it is signif-
icant and worth remembering. 

The Old Fourth Ward is an ideal choice for families who 
want to go against the grain while enjoying the conve-
niences of living downtown and being a part of local 
history. Jacquelynn and I are already planning to add 
another child and possibly another puppy to our chaos. 
We consider ourselves fortunate that our home at 218 

North Division Street 
has a solid history of 
churning out some 
good kids. The May-
nards’ four sons went 
on to become a doc-
tor, a Civil War news 
correspondent, a busi-
ness owner, and the 
Attorney General for 
the State of Michigan. 
I can’t say that we’ll 
have the same results 
with our kids but I 
plan on loving them 
with my whole being 
regardless.  

CANTERBURY HOUSE FLYER C. 1970

DAVID, RYDER AND DASH KENNEDY

RAISING KIDS IN THE OLD FOURTH WARD Continued
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Supporting Our Kerrytown
By JEFF AND CHRISTINE CROCKETT

Kerrytown is an Ann Arbor icon. It has long been considered a prime destination for out-of-town visitors and a gath-
ering place for Ann Arbor locals.  According to Susan Wineberg and Patrick McCauley in “Historic Ann Arbor, An Ar-
chitecture Guide” (available from Nicola’s Books and Literati)”, this site was formerly occupied by the Luick Lumber 
Mill and Godfrey Storage Building.   In 1931 Gottlob Luick, who was once Ann Arbor’s mayor, gifted the lumber yard in 
perpetuity to the city of Ann Arbor for a Farmers Market.  In the 1970s, local attorney Art Carpenter joined with O’Neal 
Construction to redevelop the planning mill into an urban marketplace.  By the mid 1980s, the Kerrytown District 
Association (KDA) was formed to promote the local businesses located between Fourth Ave., Catherine St., Detroit St. 
and E. Kingsley.  These businesses include shops, restaurants, grocers, specialty foods, professional services, arts and 
entertainment.  The former lumber yard itself provided space for vendors of the Ann Arbor Farmers market.   For a 
directory and map, visit the KDA website at http://kerrytown.org/.

We recently had the pleasure of meeting with the director of the Kerrytown 
District Association, Grace Singleton (co-partner of Zingerman’s Deli), Mary 
Cambruzzi (owner of Found) and Deanna Relyea (former director of the Ker-
rytown Concert House).  

The mission of the KDA is to “preserve, enhance, and promote the social, 
cultural, educational, residential, and commercial opportunities within the 
district.”  Clearly, the KDA excels at their mission.  Throughout the year, the 
KDA sponsors well-attended community events such as Flower Day, the 
NashBash Music Festival, the Harvest Fest, Kindlefest, and Tuba Christmas.  
Upcoming scheduled events in 2020 include FoolMoon 2020 (April 3, 7-10 
pm), Ann Arbor African American Downtown Festival (June 6, 9am-6pm) and 
Ann Arbor Pride (August 1,2).  We now know all these events are in limbo as 
are all public gatherings.

Leaders and members of the KDA regularly meet with city officials and the 
Downtown Development Authority.  Last year, they worked closely with Su-
san Pollay and the DDA to create the beautiful and successful redesign of 
the Detroit and Fifth Avenue streetscape.  Recently, the KDA Board met with 
Council Members Anne Bannister and Jack Eaton, members of the Old Fourth 
Ward Association Board and Housing Commissioner Jennifer Hall to discuss 
the Housing Commission’s Affordable Housing report.  The Old Fourth Ward 
Association expects to use this meeting as a springboard to continue its ef-
forts to support local businesses.  Previous OFWA newsletter articles spot-
lighted Thistle and Bess and the People’s Food Coop.  Membership in the 
KDA is open both to primary business owners and residents in the district 
and meetings are open to the public. The KDA believes that the success of 
this Ann Arbor destination comes from having a concentration of unique local 
businesses which provide quality products with excellent customer service.

Kerrytown and its local businesses are well known to residents of the Old Fourth Ward Association (OFWA).  We are 
thankful every day to be in close proximity to wonderful shops, restaurants, groceries and services. But, for us, it’s 
not just about buildings, it’s more importantly about the people who work in the Kerrytown area, such as Peter at the 
People’s Food Coop, Briget at Bellanina, Mary at Found, Ari at Zingerman’s, Mike at Monaghans, Elaine and Carl at the 
Treasure Mart, Mary of Everyday Wines, Bob at Sparrows, Diana at Thistle and Bess, Sandy at Trillium Real Estate, Mon-
ica at the Kerrytown Concert House and, many others.  Aside from the KDA website at http://kerrytown.org/, informa-
tion about Kerrytown can be found at the KerrytownA2 Facebook and Instagram pages.  The OFWA looks forward to a 
continuing partnership with the KDA to keep Kerrytown a strong and inviting destination for both townies and visitors.

L. TO R. MARY CAMBRUZZI,  
GRACE SINGLETON, DEANNA RELYEA

http://kerrytown.org/
http://kerrytown.org/
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In 1981 Congress passed the Historic Tax Credit Improve-
ment Act administered by the U.S Department of the 
Interior. It offered a 20% tax credit for qualifying reha-
bilitation expenses for commercial buildings. Since that 
time, according to the National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation, the program has created more than 2.4 million 
jobs nationally and generated more than $130 billion 
in private investment. More than 40,000 historic build-
ings have been saved through these credits. The federal 
government’s investment of $25.2 billion in tax credits 
has so far generated more than $29.8 billion in federal 
tax revenue.  In 1999, the Michigan legislature passed 
the Michigan Historic Tax Credit Program, which of-
fered an additional tax credit of 25% deducted from 
Michigan income taxes for qualifying rehabilitation 
expenses.  Several members of the Old Fourth Ward 
Association took advantage of the tax credits. In 
2002-3, Jeff and Christine Crockett completed an 
exterior restoration of their house, including re-
moving asbestos siding, restoring wooden shingles, 
rebuilding of their front porch and painting. In the 
interior, they replaced their furnace. The exterior 
portion of the project won the Governor’s Award for 
Historic Preservation in 2003.  Susan Wineberg and 
Lars Bjorn saved 25% of their expenditures on new 
roofing, a furnace, painting, changing out plumbing 
to copper and shutter repair.  Norm and Ilene Ty-
ler took advantage of the historic tax credits three 
times between the years of 2002 and 2011.   Their 
extensive rehabilitation included work on the ex-
terior (including the front porch, columns, storm 
windows, shutters, stucco walls, copper flashing, 
chimneys), work on the interior (including the kitchen, 
bathroom, electrical, heating, and cooling), and work on 
their carriage house. 

Unfortunately, despite its economic advantages, the 
Michigan Historic Tax Credit Program ended in 2011 
when Governor Snyder cut all tax credit programs. The 
good news is that bipartisan legislation has been in-
troduced to restore the tax credits.  At the end of the 
Snyder administration State House Bill 4100 was intro-
duced on January 29, 2019 by District 85 Representa-
tive, Ben Frederick, and Senate Bill 54 was introduced 
on January 23, 2019, by District 37 Senator Wayne Fred-
erick.  Although the legislation passed through both 
chambers last year, it remained unsigned by Governor 

Snyder as he left office.  Fortunately, the legislation has 
been reintroduced this year.  Currently, House Bill 4100 
sits in the House Committee on Tax Policy, chaired by 
Rep. Lynn Afendoulis, District 73.   Senate Bill 54 sits in 
the Committee on Finance, chaired by Sen. Jim Runes-
tad, District 15. 

For the current status of House Bill 4100, see 
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-HB-4100

For the current status Senate Bill 54, see 
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-SB-0054

On Tuesday, March 3, the Michigan Historic Preser-
vation Network (https://www.mhpn.org/about-us/
about-mhpn) held a Tax Credit Advocacy Day in Lan-
sing, an opportunity for supporters of historic preser-
vation to meet with their state representatives to advo-
cate for the tax credit.  Jeff and Christine Crockett with 
other advocates met with Jessica Randall, assistant to 
55th District Representative Rebekah Warren and 18th 
District State Senator Jeff Irwin, both of whom support 
the tax credit legislation.  It is critical that the legislation 
gets through committees and reaches the main floor of 
both chambers.  Supporters of this tax legislation are 
encouraged to write chairs Sen. Jim Runestad at Sen-
JRunestad@senate.michigan.gov and Rep. Lynn Afen-
doulis at LynnAfendoulis@house.mi.gov

L. TO R. MELISSA MILTON-PUNG (MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE), JEFF 
AND CHRIS, SENATOR JEFF IRWIN, YPSILANTI PRESERVATION PLANNER 
SCOTT SLAGER, CHIEF OF STAFF DESMOND MILLER

RESTORING THE HISTORIC TAX CREDIT IN MICHIGAN
By JEFF AND CHRISTINE CROCKETT, NORM AND ILENE TYLER, SUSAN WINEBERG AND LARS BJORN

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-HB-4100
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2019-SB-0054
http://Airdna
http://Airdna
mailto:JRunestad%40senate.michigan.gov?subject=
mailto:LynnAfendoulis%40house.mi.gov?subject=
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The Treeline Conservancy
By ELLEANOR CROWN

Almost twenty years ago, the Ann Arbor community began to discuss the idea of a non-motorized route 
through the city, originally called the Allen Creek Greenway because the route follows the alignment of his-
toric Allen Creek and the railroad route through the city.  In 2017, its name was changed to The Treeline.  The 
goal is to create a feasible path from the Border to Border Trail north of downtown to the State St.-Stimson 
St. intersection in the south.  Old Fourth Ward residents will have easy access to the trail and all of its ame-
nities which will include a paved trail with separate areas for cyclists and pedestrians, trees, raingardens and 
bioswales, lighting and security measures, seating and other furnishings, and outdoor art.  

On March 4, Jeff Crockett and I had the pleasure of meeting with 
Norman Herbert, Director and Co-chair of the Treeline Conservancy, 
and Nan Plummer, recently hired Executive Director.  The Treeline 
Conservancy Board has been primarily a volunteer undertaking by 
a group of committed and capable city leaders including Joe O’Neal, 
Francesca Cassara, and the late Jonathan Bulkley.  Nan’s addition 
to the team earlier this year marks a new level of commitment to 
the effort.  Her experience in leadership and fund-raising positions 
will be invaluable to the transition from concept to planning to con-
struction.  Coordination of the disparate entities with a variety of 
interests in the project will be a complex effort.  We welcome Nan 
back to Ann Arbor and welcome her to call on us if we can be of any 
assistance.  Three new board members, David Barrett, Norman Her-
bert and Kevin Thompson were recruited in 2019, and they joined 
with the others to craft a new budget to move the project forward.

The most difficult section of the trail will involve the route from Argo Dam to 721 N. Main Street.  In order to 
identify the preferred route, the Conservancy has received a Connecting Communities grant from Washtenaw 
County Parks and Recreation Commission supplemented by an allocation from Ann Arbor City Council.  This 
will fund a six- to eight-month study after which the engineering design will begin.  Following those steps, the 
Conservancy anticipates the actual construction will start.   

The Treeline Trail will encourage the use of non-motorized 
travel through the heart of Ann Arbor.  It will contribute 
to the local economy and the businesses along its span 
and will serve as a signature tourist attraction.  Storm-
water management and other environmental projects will 
enhance environmental health.  The Conservancy is en-
gaged in fund raising from a number of public and private 
sources to finance construction of the trail.  If you would 
like to contribute money, time, or ideas to the effort, go to 
https://treelinea2.org/ where you can make a tax deduct-
ible donation, request information, and volunteer to assist 
with a variety of projects.

L. TO R. ELLEANOR CROWN, NAN PLUMMER,  
NORMAN HERBERT

MARKER NEAR NORTH 
ENTRANCE TO TRAIL

ARGO DAM AT 
MAIN STREET

https://treelinea2.org/
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RICHARD DERICK

We are sad to report on the passing of Old Fourth Ward 
Association member and neighbor, Richard Derick, on 
January 23, 2020. Richard was heading home from 
Sweetwaters with his dog, Sammy, when he slipped on 
ice as he was attempting to cross Division near Detroit 
Street. He hit his head resulting in internal bleeding 
which lead to his death. Richard could be seen frequent-
ly walking his Airedales around downtown. His tragic 
death highlighted the need to keep sidewalks clear of 
snow and ice. Robert Kellar, Ann Arbor Public Services 
Communication Specialist, indicated in an Mlive article 
on February 10, 2020 that “adjacent property owners 
are responsible for crosswalk ramps, as well as side-
walks and bus stops.” But, in this case, Richard slipped 
as he attempted to step over a ridge created by a snow-
plow at the edge of the street near a ramp. This unique 
situation appears not to be covered by a city ordinance. 
For more information, see

https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/02/af-
ter-fatal-fall-ann-arbor-clarifies-who-mustclear-snow-
ridges-left-by-plows.html. 

This misfortune should remind us that keeping side-
walks clear is an important civic responsibility as well 
as reporting violations to a2fixit.com.

In any event, Richard’s death is a 
tragedy that saddens all of us in 
the Old Fourth Ward. Due to the 
threat of the coronavirus, a me-
morial will be planned for later in 
the summer. To learn more about 
Richard’s amazing life, please go 
to

https://obits.mlive.com/obitu-
aries/annarbor/obituary.aspx-
?pid=195218326.

SAD NEWS ABOUT RICHARD DERICK!
By JEFF CROCKETT

L. TO R. ANNE BANNISTER, MARK SIMMONDS, 
NICK COQUILLARD

A Warm Welcome to Mark Simmonds, 
New Program Manager for Beyond the Diag!
By JEFF CROCKETT

The Old Fourth Ward area has long been a prime residential area for University of Michigan students.  We in the Old 
Fourth Ward Association (OFWA) have long sought ways to outreach to students to promote cooperation to keep our 
neighborhood safe, clean, and friendly.  An important first step was to ask Nick Coquillard, Director of the Inter-coop-
erative Council, to join our Board of Directors.  We then established a relationship with U of M’s Beyond the Diag (BTD) 
program which assists students living off campus.  For more information about the mission and activities of BTD, please 
check their website at https://offcampus.umich.edu/beyondthediag.  In fall 2019 we helped distribute welcome bags 
to student residents to give them information about BTD and available 
neighborhood services and businesses.  As a result of this partnership, we 
initiated promotional joint efforts to support local businesses and deliver 
welcome bags in our neighborhood to incoming students early in the fall.

Recently, Nick, First Ward Council Member Anne Bannister, and I had the 
pleasure of welcoming new BTD Program Manager Mark Simmonds.  The 
previous manager, Molly Haduch, transferred to a new position at U-M 
Recreational Sports. Mark is originally from the UK and arrived in south-
east Michigan around three years ago. Before beginning in this role, he had 
been working for local non-profit Avalon Housing, where he ran a program 

continued on next page

https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/02/after-fatal-fall-ann-arbor-clarifies-who-mustclear-snow-ridges-left-by-plows.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/02/after-fatal-fall-ann-arbor-clarifies-who-mustclear-snow-ridges-left-by-plows.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/02/after-fatal-fall-ann-arbor-clarifies-who-mustclear-snow-ridges-left-by-plows.html
http://www.a2fixit.com
https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/annarbor/obituary.aspx?pid=195218326
https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/annarbor/obituary.aspx?pid=195218326
https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/annarbor/obituary.aspx?pid=195218326
https://offcampus.umich.edu/beyondthediag
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A Warm Welcome to Mark Simmonds continued

that supported homeless residents and helped them find sustainable housing. He remembers the first time he came 
to Ann Arbor. It was a lot to take in, but he found that Ann Arbor is a great city and a great community with a lot to 
offer. One of the city’s strengths is the presence of diverse communities and experiences that coexist in a close-knit 
space. Mark also recognizes that this can present some unique challenges, where different lifestyles and perspectives 
intermingle. Mark believes in the importance of all of us connecting and committing to our communities in meaningful 
and authentic ways, and creating opportunities to foster relationships with others, including those in the community, 
in other communities and those who have yet to find a community of their own. Mark believes deeply in the impor-
tance of honest and open dialogue as a means of strengthening those relationships. If you have any ideas, questions 
or concerns to share, Mark invites you to email him at masimmo@umich.edu or call at (734) 764-7420.  Mark, Anne, 
Nick and the OFWA look forward to sustaining and coordinating our efforts to support the student population in our 
neighborhood.  Anne Bannister, as she has in the past, stands by to support any resident in the OFW in resolving issues 
that come up in regards to city services.  Anne can be contacted by email at ABannister@a2gov.org or (734) 945-1639.

Old Fourth Ward Historic District

mailto:masimmo%40umich.edu?subject=
mailto:ABannister%40a2gov.org?subject=
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October 1st 2018 we were extremely grateful to 
see our friends from the Old Fourth Ward Associa-
tion at the city council meeting, where we were in 
attendance to receive a co-op month proclamation. 
If you’re an avid reader of this wonderful newslet-
ter you may recall Christine and Jeff Crockett’s Fire 
Safety article in the Fall edition. It was wonderful to 
see their fire safety and prevention efforts supported 
with a proclamation for Fire Prevention Week 2018.  

Keeping on that theme, we thought we’d update 
folks on the enormous fire system updates we’ve 
tackled within the last year. We have 21 physical 
structures across Ann Arbor that include fire panels/
detectors/extinguishers, kitchen suppression sys-
tems, exit signage, and emergency lights. Due to a 
change in service providers, we discovered sever-
al deficiencies that were not up to code or our own 
standards. Through switching providers, we updated 
several back end technical items such as: 

•  kitchen suppression revisions (rerouting and 
wiring buildings) 

•  updated all kitchen suppression nozzles 
(replacement of outdated materials)

•  researched and replaced an outdated battery 

brand (increased longevity to ensure batteries 
did not fail in between yearly inspections)

•  upgraded every fire panel battery (reduces 
service calls and waste of community 
resources)

•  rezoned fire panels to appropriate house 
layout (reduces confusion and safety concerns)

In addition to the amount of labor and love poured 
into these updates, our Maintenance Team continues 
to coordinate yearly inspections of fire extinguishers, 
detectors, strobes, and biannual kitchen suppression 
system inspections. Our member-led Facilities Man-
agement Committee worked to create a centralized 
and house-specific Emergency Preparedness Re-
source with a focus on Fire Safety Guidelines and 
Procedures. We look forward to continuing these ef-
forts and including Fire Prevention Week among our 
educational activities during co-op month in October. 
Cheers to sharing and supporting each other to en-
sure safety is a priority within our communities. 

Inter-Cooperative Council Update
By NICK COQUILLARD

Kennedy Care is a home health agency that was humbly founded in Ann 
Arbor and 16 years later now serves families across the state of Michigan. 

800.796.CARE www.kennedycare.com
150 S Fifth Avenue Suite 205 Ann Arbor, MI 48104

We provide home based services to individuals with an array of needs - 
from those needing short term rehabilitation to 24 hour care due to a 

catastrophic injury. 

Please contact us today if you have any questions about who we are 
and how we can serve you.

A few years ago, the ICC created a sustainability team 
made up of sustainability stewards from each house (if 
they choose to elect them). The team’s purpose was to 
educate members, implement sustainable practices, 
promote sustainable behaviors and advocate for sen-
sible use of ICC resources. The sustainability stewards 
that make up the team were individually tasked with 
managing trash, recycling and compost, monitoring 
house energy usage, working on sustainability projects 
and working with other house officers to consider sus-
tainability of general house practices.

This year, following a period of inactivity, the sustain-
ability team has been reformed and tied closely to the 
facilities management committee, which has a more 
consistent schedule. Meetings currently act largely as 
a space for sustainability stewards to talk about what 
their house has been working on, get ideas from other 
houses and learn about a topic chosen for that meeting 

– be that saving energy on heat in winter, discussing 
more sustainable eating habits and food purchasing 
practices or how a house garden can contribute to a 
more sustainable household.

Sustainability stewards have brought a variety of things 
that they had done or were planning at their houses up 
for discussion at meetings. One mentioned a strategy 
used by food stewards at their house to reduce food 
waste by posting signs indicating what in the fridge or 
pantry needed to be eaten. Another sustainability stew-
ard noted that in general, they’d had luck trying to make 
memes out of signs encouraging sustainable behaviors. 
Sustainability stewards also discussed the possibility of 
arranging agreements between houses when ordering 
food so that houses that might not eat enough to merit 
a bulk order of something could go in on a larger order 
with another house.

INTER-COOPERATIVE COUNCIL UPDATE
By SETH GABLE, VP FOR FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

robust local economy

 

216 N. FOURTH AVE. ANN ARBOR • Ph. (734) 994 - 9174 • PEOPLESFOOD.COOP

You help create a

when you shop at the co-op.

NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI

NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI

• Downtown Full Service Grocery Store
• Fresh Local Produce Year Around
• Variety of Wines & Craft Beer
• Hot & Cold Food Bar & Cafe

STORE HOURS
Monday - Saturday Sunday
8am - 10pm 9am - 10pm

100 N State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

734.663.4189
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New Trees Planted in 2018 in the Old Fourth Ward
By SUSAN WINEBERG

City crews were busy this fall planting a total of 112 trees along our residential streets.  
This was part of the Street Planting Plan for FY 2019 and included the area bounded by De-
pot, N. Main, E. Huron and Glen, including State, Division, Ingalls, Thayer and Kingsley as 
well as others.  The city followed our recommendations 
for places to plant trees such as barren spots along 
State St near Ann and Catherine.  They also ground 
down old stumps and replaced dead trees.  Some 
of the species planted by the Crimboli Nursery in 
Canton include paper bark maple (not native), 
yellow maple (native), London Plane tree 
(not native), and Hop Hornbeam (native). 
Also planted were American Elms (are these 
natives making a comeback?), tulip pop-
lars, and Miyabei Maple (not native).  These 
come from an approved list of trees.  If you 
want to see other areas planted for FY2019 
and the approved list of trees, go to 

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/forestry/

100 N State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

734.663.4189
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Available at local bookstores and on Amazon

Adjusting to a New Reality — The Threat of the Coronavirus
By JEFF CROCKETT
What a difference 75 days can make!   In early January, Chinese officials first reported the outbreak of the coronavirus 
and since that time over 5300 people have died worldwide. In late February, the first American died.   Since that time, 
the virus has spread rapidly in the United States, prompting our national and state governments to take aggressive 
action. Nationally, airlines have shut down, the borders with Canada and Mexico have been closed.  Professional 
sports have been suspended.  In Michigan, the universities, public schools, restaurants, movie theaters, bars and 
many other businesses have shut down or limited their contacts to online, delivery, or pickup.  Public events have 
been canceled.

Locally, businesses have been hit hard.  Residents are staying home as much as possible.  Basic provisions have dis-
appeared from the shelves.  The most disturbing aspect of this is that we don’t know how long this is going to last.  
The big question is what should we be doing during this period.   In the Old Fourth Ward, I think we need to turn our 
attention to supporting local businesses as much as possible. As of March 20:

• The People’s Food Co-op grocery section is open from 8am-8pm.  

• Sparrow and Monaghan’s are open from 8am-7pm.

• Zingerman’s is open 11am - 7pm for pickup and delivery.

• Thistle and Bess is closed but Internet sales are available.

• Sweetwaters is open for pickup.

• Miss Kim is open for pickup from 12pm-8pm every day.

• Everyday Wines us is open Tuesday-Friday 9am-5pm and Saturday Noon-5pm

• The Treasure Mart is closed at least through Saturday, March 21.

Expect the status of the Kerrytown area businesses to change. For the latest information on the Kerrytown Area 
Shops in regard to current hours, use this link for quicker access to individual businesses: http://kerrytown.org/shop-
ping   They need our support. Thank you!

http://kerrytown.org/shopping
http://kerrytown.org/shopping
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OFWA Treasurer’s Report
1 April 2020

This report reflects revenue/expenses for the period 1 January 2019 – 03/25/2020 (FY2019 + first quarter 2020). The 
OFWA Fiscal Year runs from 1 January – 31 December. Revenue is derived solely from membership dues (individual = 
$10, family = $20, corporate = $50, sustaining = ≥ $100); expenses relate to the annual neighborhood party (2019 = 
$1256.79), newsletter production/printing, membership mailings (envelopes, printing, postage), and required annual 
nonprofit tax filings ($20.00).

FY2019 revenue was $2500.70 and expenses were $2260.95).  To date (03/25), FY 2020 revenue is $40.00.  Our current 
balance is $2506.63.

Of note, & with particular acknowledgement for the efforts of our Membership officer, Elleanor Crown, sustaining mem-
berships in FY2019 include:

•	 Ann Arbor Bed & Breakfast (Bob and Pat Materka)
•	 Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority 

(DDA) / Susan Pollay
•	 Lars Bjorn
•	 Cameron Holdings
•	 Catherine Ann Development Company 
•	 Daniel Clauw
•	 Chris and Jeff Crockett
•	 Elleanor Crown
•	 Dennis Dahlmann / Dahlmann Properties 
•	 Thomas Ewing and Hashen Sohtun

•	 Grafaktri, Inc.
•	 Michigan Rental
•	 Zach Mintzias
•	 Morningside Group
•	 Arthur Nusbaum
•	 Grace and Stanley Shackman
•	 The Treasure Mart (Elaine Johns)
•	 Ilene and Norm Tyler
•	 Sandra Weimert
•	 Susan Wineberg

Please note the Treasurer’s address:
OFWA / c/o Bethany Osborne
625 North Fourth Avenue, #2

Ann Arbor MI  48104

Membership payment options include a Square link also accessible via the Ann Arbor Old 
Fourth Ward Historic Association Facebook page in addition to the current check or point-

of-service credit card scan (via Square Reader).

Respectfully submitted,

Bethany Osborne – Treasurer

https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association
https://www.facebook.com/OFWAA2/
https://www.facebook.com/OFWAA2/
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2020 Old Fourth Association Membership Dues
Individuals ($10) Family ($20)  Business ($50) Donor level ($100)

Date: _____________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City plus Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount sent: _______________________________

PLEASE SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION ALONG WITH THIS FORM 

TO:

OFWA/ c/o Bethany Osborne 

625 North Fourth Avenue, #2 

Ann Arbor MI 48104

If you have not yet paid your 2020 membership dues, please do so soon.  
 Your support is important to us and makes it possible for us to publish 

this newsletter and host the annual spring party.

Membership Categories:
Individual – $10 

Family – $20 

Corporate – $50 

Sustaining – $100 

Other – Any amount chosen

Memberships may be paid via check and mailed to the attention of the Treasurer, OFWA (Bethany Os-

borne / Treasurer, OFWA, 625 North Fourth Avenue, #2, Ann Arbor MI  48104); paid in person (via check or 

credit card) at the community meetings or party; or paid online via our Facebook page “Donate” button 

or directly, https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association.

http://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association


CONTACT INFORMATION

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Christine Crockett, President
 christinecrockett8@gmail.com 
Ray Detter, Vice-President
 rdetter@umich.edu 
Bethany Osborne, Treasurer
 bosborneusa@gmail.com 
Jeff Crockett, Communications Officer
 jeffcrockett8@gmail.com 
Ilene Tyler Publicity Director
 ilene.tyler@gmail.com 
Susan Wineberg, Historic Preservation Officer
 swines@umich.edu 
Elleanor Crown, Membership Officer, Newsletter Editor  
     ecrown@umich.edu

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION BOARD
Lars Bjorn lbjorn@umich.edu 
Nick Coquillard coquill@umich.edu 
Steve Kaplan asherdanielkaplan@gmail.com 
David Kennedy david@kennedycare.com
Julie Ritter ritter.julie@gmail.com

CITY OF ANN ARBOR
Go to  https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contac-
tus.aspx

A2 FIX IT!
Reporting a problem just got easier than ever with 
A2 Fix It, a website (see link below) now available to 
document, report and resolve all sorts of problems, 
e.g. trash pickup, violations of community standards, 
burned out lights, potholes, vegetation over growth, 
etc.  Use the link below to enter a report from your 
computer. 

http://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-a-
Problem.aspx

1st Ward Council Reps:
Anne Bannister  abannister@a2gov.org
Jeff Hayner  jhayner@a2gov.org

Ann Arbor GIS Maps and Resources:
https://www.a2gov.org/services/GIS/Pages/default.
aspx

Old Fourth Ward Association
506 E. Kingsley St.
Ann Arbor MI 48104

mailto:christinecrockett8@gmail.com
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