OLD FOURTH WARD
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (OFWA)

NEWSLETTER
Fall 2019

FALL MEETING, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 7:00 PM, in the lower level Parish Hall of St. Andrew’s Church.
306 N. Division. Enter through the rear parking lot and use the stairs or elevator to reach the lower floor. Our
program will be a presentation and Q and A with our Ward One City Council reps, Anne Bannister and Jeff
Hayner. They will update us on issues Ann Arbor is facing in the First Ward and in the city as a whole and they
will welcome questions and discussion of issues of concern to their constituents.
The annual spring party held on June 5 in the backyards of Ray Detter and Ilene and Norm Tyler was a great
success as usual. More than 300 OFWA members, guests, and friends from AA city government and business
enjoyed great company, beautiful weather, and delicious picnic food. Be on the lookout for an announcement
about the date for spring 2020.

Churches of the Old Fourth Ward
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
306 N. Division St.
By SUSAN WINEBERG
The Old Fourth Ward Historic District is home to most of Ann Arbor’s historic churches, some dating back to the earliest decades of
our town. They include St. Andrew’s Episcopal, St. Thomas Catholic,
First Baptist, and First Methodist. The first African American church
was built on High Street. First Presbyterian used to be in the neighborhood until it moved to Washtenaw Ave. in the 1920s. Most have
stayed in the area. This will be the first of a series about the historic
churches of the Old Fourth Ward. We can start with the hosts of our
meetings, St. Andrew’s, who have been a beacon in the community
for decades with their breakfasts for the homeless and their support
of the Canterbury House outreach center and the LGBTQ community.

ST. ANDREW’S 2011

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is Ann Arbor’s oldest operating
church. It was organized in 1824, the year Ann Arbor was founded, in
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Churches of the Old Fourth Ward continued
an open-air ceremony of Thanksgiving, but it wasn’t until ca. 1828 that a missionary preacher, Dr. Richard Cadle, was sent to organize a missionary church.
Meetings were held in homes, first in that of Mrs. Hannah Clark, mother of
Genl. Edward Clark, and her daughter, Mrs. James Kingsley. After the church
purchased the property on North Division St. with contributions from parishioners, a simple wooden building was erected in 1840. The largest contribution
was $35! Volney Chapin and James Kingsley were the biggest supporters. It
was nestled among the dramatic burr oak trees that gave us the ‘arbor’ part of
our name. Many trees remain to this day. People worshipped in that building
for many years, until 1867 when the church we see today was built. Eventually
the old church was demolished for a parsonage, which was then demolished
in 1950 for the school wing that exists today.
St. Andrew’s hired one of the best architects of the day, English-born Gordon
ST. ANDREW’S INTERIOR 1937
Lloyd, who also designed the entrance to Forest Hill Cemetery, First Congregational Church, and the Palmer Ryan House at 205 N. Division. Lloyd was
based in Detroit and also had a large practice in Canada. He was famous for his Gothic Revival style buildings. The
traditional features of St. Andrew’s are prominent: a steep slate roof with a lozenge pattern of tiles and iron cresting
at the ridge line; stained glass windows (by Friedrick of Brooklyn, NY); and walls of granite fieldstone brought from
local farms. Prof. Silas Douglass oversaw the construction and James Morwick was the contractor. Morwick later
erected the Chapel on the east side of the church and
you can still read his name on the 1880 date stone. The
bell tower was added in 1903 by Love Root Palmer in
memory of her husband Dr. Alonzo Palmer, a UM Professor of Medicine with an international reputation for
his work on the Science and Practice of Medicine. Lloyd
designed the tower a year before his death. The school
wing and parish hall were built with the designs of UM
Architecture Professors Ralph Hammett and Frederick
O’Dell, who re-used fieldstone from the demolished parsonage to provide a smooth transition from the church
to the new building.
The church follows a typical plan for Episcopal churches
– a long nave with a center aisle flanked by side aisles.
The choir sits in the chancel between the pews and the
ST. ANDREW’S CA. 1915
altar. Lloyd introduced a long clerestory window with
quatrefoil openings to let in light. Inside, the original walnut and butternut pews remain although the interior was
changed quite a bit in the 20th century. Many original windows of plain geometrical designs were changed for memorial windows in representational styles. The Pewabic tile floor was added in the early 20th century. In 2003, the church
held many festivities to celebrate its 175th anniversary and, from 2008 to 2011, the church underwent a comprehensive
renovation, overseen by our own local architectural firm Quinn Evans of which Ilene Tyler was the Principal-in-Charge.
Today St. Andrew’s is a thriving congregation with membership of about 700 families. To learn more about the
church’s history see two books by Dr. H. Mark Hildebrandt: The Windows of St. Andrew’s and A History of St. Andrew’s Church, Ann Arbor, Michigan.
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Creating a Master Plan for the City of Ann Arbor
By JULIE RITTER
The City of Ann Arbor’s procedure to choose a consultant to carry out the new Master Plan Process is in full
swing. The thirteen-person committee reviewing candidates consists of one representative from each Ward,
one representative appointed by the Mayor, the City of Ann Arbor Planning Manager, a representative from
the Parks and Recreation Department, two Planning Commissioners, one member of the Department of Sustainability and Innovation, one representative from the University of Michigan, and the Community Services
Area Administrator. The city sent out a call for proposals to a number of consultants and the committee began its work reviewing submissions from ten consultant groups, large and small, some local but most from
other areas.
The committee reviewed each submission and scored it on a matrix that was the same across the board.
Scores were collected and tallied, and the field was narrowed from ten to five. An interview process followed
for which all committee members were given the opportunity to submit questions to be asked of all consultants, and questions directed to specific consultants. The interviews were conducted by the Planning Staff, but
committee members observed and took notes, and then were given the opportunity for an open question and
answer session at the end of each interview. The in-person interviews are again being scored on a matrix that
includes a wide variety of considerations to help decide the best consultant for the job. At the next committee
meeting the interviews will be discussed. The final scores will narrow the field further. After that, bids will be
reviewed and the cost will be taken into account.
There have been, and will continue to be, formal and informal meetings throughout this time and it is just the
beginning. Once the consultant is chosen, all Ann Arbor citizens will be invited to give their opinions about the
future of the City. Broad public engagement is an important part of the process that the City will be pursuing.
Whichever consultant is hired, the firm is expected to solicit input from as large a cross section of the community as possible. The goal is to engage even, or especially, with people who do not normally participate in a
process like this. There are many ways even our most reticent citizens can offer input.
Many topics important to the City, including but not limited to aging in place, accessibility, design of buildings
and streetscapes, racial, ethnic and age diversity, storm water management, transportation, and more, are included in this decision process. The existence of the current transportation study is acknowledged and folded
into the conversation.
The City, the committee, and the consultants are all very aware that two of the biggest issues facing Ann Arbor at this time are climate change and the lack of a range of affordable housing. These two issues are being
discussed at length in the committee. Everyone is in agreement that the solutions to these challenges are
complex and multilayered. There is no quick fix.
There are no preconceived notions or agendas in any of this process. Conversations are open and wide-ranging. No one is telling or even suggesting to anyone on the committee what to do, say or think, or how to
choose the finalists. There is open conversation among the committee members. There are honest agreements and honest disagreements. But we all share the same goal. The goal is to choose a consultant that can
best help the City find a suitable path forward through these complex issues. Once a consultant is chosen, the
City and the consultant will be working so that as many people as possible will participate in the Master Planning
Process. Please keep your eyes open for notices or invitations to be part of the shaping of the future of Ann Arbor.
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The Looming Battle
Over Density in Ann Arbor

In fact, the density debate has been bubbling up in many
urban settings in the United States, including San Francisco, Minneapolis and Seattle as the cost of housing has escalated in high demand locations. To read about Seattle’s
upzoning initiative, see https://www.nbcnews.com/news/
us-news/housing-crisis-has-seattle-weighing-end-single-family-homes-n988001?fbclid=IwAR3RZepMLyRadS8LnqYnLcl4uc1JfiJqpRS1R6EyFqH4x9udD9gdu8ynvkk. Note the following comments late in the article: “Nguyen said that upzoning
will definitely be helpful, but won’t be a panacea for the city’s
housing crisis. It’s not the solution that’s going to solve everything,” she said. “You need better housing stock. You need
more services.” In contrast, some local pro-density supporters
have stated increased density, by itself, will bring down housing costs. Richard Florida rejects this assumption in his May
9, 2019, article “Build More Housing’ Is No Match for Inequality” at https://www.citylab.com/equity/2019/05/housing-supply-home-prices-economic-inequality-cities/588997/ He argues that the primary beneficiaries of upzoning are landlords
and developers. In addition, he also states that an increase in
housing supply alone does little to impact a significant factor
in unaffordability, stagnant wages of low-income workers. I
would add that affordability is negatively impacted by college
debt and increased health care costs.

By JEFF CROCKETT
It’s no secret that the cost of housing in Ann Arbor has become
increasingly unaffordable for middle- and lower-income residents. The problem has been impacted by the recent increase
of tech jobs, University of Michigan students, and University
of Michigan employees. Some people have suggested that the
solution to unaffordable housing is to increase density, while
others believe that increasing density will primarily benefit investors and developers. Simmering below the surface of Ann
Arbor politics is a debate about how much density is good for
the residents of Ann Arbor. This debate is being played out at
Planning Commission and Council meetings as well as on social media. On one extreme, some density supporters call for
getting rid of all single-family residential zoning. On the other
extreme, some density opponents reject all new development.
Somewhere in between are those who will accept a moderate growth in density in the downtown core or in transit corridors as long as development includes affordable housing. The
debate has been anything but civil. Some density extremists
have called single-family property owners racist for supporting single-family zoning. Some density opponents have called
density supporters surrogates for wealthy interests who have
significantly profited from the construction of high rises and
condominiums in the downtown.

So, what does all this mean for Ann Arbor residents? A good
starting point for understanding the looming battle over density in Ann Arbor is to read Vivienne Armentrout’s blog, Local
In Ann Arbor (https://localinannarbor.com/), which contains
a number of articles relevant to this conversation, including
“The Primary Struggle for the Future of Ann Arbor” and “The
Master Plan and Ann Arbor Emergent.” In the latter article, Armentrout states, “If we who live here want to have a role in
determining the face of emergent Ann Arbor, we’ll need to pay
attention and participate to the extent possible. The future of
the city is in the balance.” I couldn’t agree more. The pro-density advocates seem very reluctant to discuss the negative impacts of density, which include rising traffic congestion including large commercial vehicles, the loss of small, locally-owned
businesses, the increase in impermeable surfaces, the need
for more city services, and, critically, the displacement of longterm and low-income residents. We should not sit idly by as
the character of our town changes before our eyes.

To justify increasing density, supporters have claimed that
an increase in the supply of housing will inevitably decrease
housing costs due to market forces. But the facts don’t support this claim. According to City-Data.com and Rentcafe.com,
the population density in Ann Arbor is 4,497 per sq. mi. with an
average monthly rent of $1567. By comparison, the density in
New York is 27,016 per sq. mi. with an average monthly rent of
$4164. Clearly, if density supporters were correct, New York,
the densest city, should have the most affordable housing
costs. But NYC has the highest housing costs. Clearly, other
factors are at work. I would argue that as density rises, the
expectation to profit also rises, which stimulates the demand
for new construction. Investors also buy existing buildings
and then raise rents. Further, as owner-occupied homes get
converted to short term rental, the supply of resident-owned
property declines leading to more price increases. This scenario has certainly occurred in here. Outside and local investors have descended on Ann Arbor and purchased homes for
cash with no contingencies. They outbid people who want to
buy a home and live in it. One such investor owns hundreds
of properties. Within a mile of the football stadium, numerous properties have been turned into Airbnbs. These factors
make it unlikely that more construction alone will lead to lower housing costs in Ann Arbor.

At the same time, it’s not acceptable just to say no to all development. All of us need to consider solutions for those most
in need, including government assistance through subsidies,
donations to non-profit organizations such as Habitat for Humanity, or even an increase in local taxes. I personally have no
problem with density in the core areas of Ann Arbor as long as
affordable housing is included in new residential development.
The question remains. What do residents in single-family
neighborhoods across the city think? I am pleased that the
Request for Proposal (RFP) for the Master Plan Revision process calls for “an innovative, multi-format public engagement
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The Looming Battle continued
process that gathers input from a diverse section of the City, including students, residents, workers/commuters, owners and
employers.“ Still, due to the stakes involved, Ann Arbor residents need to take a more active role in keeping informed. One suggestion is to sign up for notifications about new posts on Vivienne Armentrout’s blog. Another is to sign up for city notifications
at https://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/E-mailAlertSubscription.aspx. A third is to create a neighborhood organization in your
area and request to have your organization be included in the city’s list at https://www.a2gov.org/departments/planning/Pages/
Neighborhood-Associations.aspx. One thing is for sure. If you don’t get involved, someone else will determine the fate of your
neighborhood … whether you like it or not.

OUR SPOTLIGHT ON ANNE BANNISTER,
1ST WARD COUNCILMEMBER
By CHRISTINE CROCKETT
Anne has lived in our neighborhood for a long time. Decades
ago, when she bought her house on N. Main, Anne, like other
residents of this area, was cautioned that it was not a good
place to live. But she followed her instincts and moved into
what is now one of the most interesting and desirable parts
of Ann Arbor. Anne came to Treetown with her family when
she was in grade school. She attended Pattengill, Tappan, and
Huron, and then went on to graduate from
the University of Michigan. Many of us have
known Anne for years as both a friend and a
neighbor. She’s a townie committed to the
life and vitality of the city and its residents,
as exemplified by her work both as a personal finance educator and as a City Councilmember.

C1A, Campus Business District, Anne listened to our concerns
and investigated. She decided that the use of C1A zoning on
this property could set a dangerous precedent and urged the
developer to resubmit the proposal as a Planned Unit Development.

Anne is not content to simply respond to and help resolve local concerns. She is also committed to participating in programs to make our community better, such
as the Fire Prevention program and the
Treeline-Allen Creek Urban Trail. Anne has
also been active in considering ways to improve zoning. She agrees with us that upzoning in single family areas poses a potential threat by allowing single family homes
to be torn down for multi-story developSince Anne’s election to City Council in Noments. She agrees with us that turning resvember, 2017, the Old Fourth Ward Associaidences into full time Airbnbs reduces the
tion has appreciated her responsiveness to
supply of homes for full time residents and
the many issues that are important to us,
are a threat. Finally, she agrees with us that
including historic preservation, fire and perthe revision of the Master Plan for zoning
sonal safety, parking, signage, zoning, short
in Ann Arbor must include a vigorous comterm rentals, support for the People’s Food
munity outreach initiative. Toward that end,
ANNE BANNISTER
Coop, tenant problems, and the Master Plan
Anne, along with First Ward Councilmember
Revision process. In our view, she is one of the hardest workJeff Hayner, nominated our Board Member, Julie Ritter, to being members on Council and deserves recognition.
come part of the Master Plan Revision Committee to select
a consultant that will guide the revision process. Anne was
We first contacted Anne soon after her election about a probinstrumental in her advocacy for the fire safety program. Maylem with a landlord trying to squeeze too many parking spacor Taylor and City Council will issue a proclamation declaring
es out of a lot, next door to one of our members. The cars
October 6-12 Fire Prevention Week. Thank you, Anne.
frequently blocked a common driveway. Anne facilitated a
meeting for a group of us with Planning Director Brett Lenart,
If you’ve ever had occasion to contact Anne about any issue,
Parking Enforcement Officer Jon Barrett, and Historic Preseryou know that you will get an immediate, warm, and construcvation Coordinator Jill Thacher. With the support of the plantive reply. Her involvement in the issues that concern her First
ning department, the problem was resolved. When presented
Ward constituents is exemplary, and her grasp of city issues
a tenant problem, Anne contacted Building and Rental Seras they affect both this ward and the community as a whole is
vices Manager Lisha Turner-Tolbert who intervened to resolve
noteworthy. She prides herself in listening to her constituents
the issue. When we were concerned about the condition of
and representing their priorities. We are fortunate to have this
the pavement on East Kingsley, Anne contacted City Engineer
intelligent and industrious woman working on our behalf. 1st
Nicholas Hutchinson on our behalf. Upon learning that a deWard neighbors can contact Anne at: abannister@a2gov.org.
veloper of 325 E. Summit was asking for a zoning change to
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OFWA JOINS BEYOND THE DIAG TO WELCOME
NEW STUDENT RESIDENTS
By ELLEANOR CROWN
and two dogs, but they quickly relaxed when they discovered
we were representing UM and not trying to sell them anything
or convert them to any cause.) The weather was perfect and it
was a lovely way to partner with the university community to
reach out to students in our neighborhood.

On Thursday, Aug. 29, Chris and Jeff Crockett, Lars Bjorn
and I joined the crew from Beyond the Diag (BTD) to distribute goodie bags to UM students living in our neighborhood.
This canvassing event is the first of many annual efforts that
BTD makes to welcome the new student population and assist those who live off-campus with any issues their housing
choice may raise. The bags included a ton of information especially useful to students living off-campus including UM
services and activities, garbage and recycling, public transportation, city regulations, healthy shopping, and coupons for a
number of local retailers including the People’s Food Co-op.
The excellent welcome letter Julie Ritter prepared for us was
included in the bags distributed in our neighborhood.

A few days later, I had the pleasure to sit down for a chat with
Erika and Sam Grudzien, another BTD Neighborhood Ambassador. Neighborhood Ambassadors (NA) are student employees who assist in many aspects of programming, outreach,
liaison, administration, and communication. They told me a
lot about their efforts to assist students living off-campus,
especially those living on their own for the first time. There
are fourteen NAs this year and, rather than being
assigned to work with specific neighborhoods as
was the original model, they now work together as
a centralized team to address the needs of off-campus students. They are each a member of one of
the three major committees: Safety and Wellbeing,
Housing in Ann Arbor, and Community Engagement.
Each committee sponsors programs specific to their
mission. For example, the Safety and Wellbeing
committee organizes events featuring yoga, self-defense, healthy eating, etc.

OFW TEAM (L. TO R. LARS BJORN, ELLEANOR CROWN, MOLLY HADUCH, ERIKA
ALDRICH AND SKITTLES, MARIA URIBE, CHRIS CROCKETT, JEFF CROCKETT AND
APOLLO)

One of the major initiatives in the fall semester,
“Take Time Before You Sign,” is an effort to reach
out, especially to first-year students, to help them
resist the social pressure to sign leases before they
have any idea where, or with whom, they will want
to live the following year. BTD works together with
Student Legal Services to review leases and help
first-time renters to understand the legal consequences of making this commitment.

In order to provide information and stay in touch, the program
publishes a monthly newsletter that is emailed to all students
who are not listed in on-campus housing. They sponsor an
annual housing fair that allows landlords to meet directly with
students to provide information about their properties and address any questions they may have.

We met on the Diag where Molly Haduch, BTD Program Director, Laura Blake Jones, Dean of Students, and new Ann Arbor
Chief of Police, Michael Cox, each addressed the assembled
staff and volunteers. Our team was led by BTD Program Assistant and Engineering senior, Erika Aldrich, and BTD Neighborhood Ambassador and LSA senior, Maria Uribe, and we were
also joined by Erika’s pup, Skittles, and long-haired dachshund, Apollo Crockett. We set off for the Old Fourth Ward with
a wagon full of bags. Erika and Maria were old hands at this
process and very efficiently knocked on doors, rang doorbells,
and presented bags to the residents or left them at the door
for those who were away. We had lively conversations with
a few of the students who we found at home and stopped a
few on the street. (They always looked a little skeptical about
being encountered by a group including four senior citizens

Beyond the Diag is a valuable resource for our student neighbors and they would welcome questions or comments from
other residents in the areas where there is a high concentration of students. It is reassuring to permanent residents in
near-campus areas to know that students have access to the
assistance BTD provides to help them adjust to living on their
own and being responsible neighbors.
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OFWA OFFICERS’ COMMUNICATION
WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
EDITOR’S NOTE: Recently two of our board members Susan Wineberg and Ilene Tyler, have provided
written or oral statements to the Regents of UM. Because UM is such a close neighbor that some
of its property overlaps with the OFW, it is important that we follow developments on campus and
share our viewpoints with the appropriate representatives of the university.

Statement to the Regents
By SUSAN WINEBERG

(In May I sent the following email to all the Regents and President of the University. Afterwards, I was contacted by Michael Rein, the new Community Relations Director, who apologized for not contacting the Old Fourth
Ward Association in advance of this announcement at a Regents Meeting held in Dearborn. However, the
project was approved at this meeting and no further discussion was proposed. Ilene Tyler and I will be able
to document and photograph the buildings before their demolition. However, we would prefer the University
revise their decision and act either to retain the houses where they are or to assist in relocating them. That
is the least they can do.)

To the Regents and President of the University of Michigan
Regarding: the new Pharmacy Building on Huron St.
In May, it came to the attention of our neighborhood, the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, that the University
plans to demolish three houses on E. Huron St. – within the border of our historic district – to build a new Pharmacy School. Our neighborhood had no meetings with staff regarding any concerns we might have about
traffic, parking, and of course, the demolition of these important houses. We are very disappointed about

1027 E. HURON, WEST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS

1027 E. HURON, EAST ELEVATION
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acquired it. It is in the Georgian Colonial style with
symmetrically arranged windows and dormers with
full pediments supported by square pilasters. The
front has a semi-circular one-story limestone bay
with crenellated top. Stone quoins are at all four
corners.

continued

The House at 1027 E. Huron was built in 1895 for Josephine Murfin. Murfin’s son James later became a
Regent of the University and Murfin Drive on north
campus is named after him. She was a widow who
earned money by renting rooms to students. Other
widows followed until the University acquired it in
1940 for its Child Guidance Clinic. It is in the Queen
Anne style with its asymmetrical arrangement of
windows, doors, and chimneys. It has an impressive
fieldstone porch and a recessed entrance formed by
a large round red brick arch. Unusual details include
the triple window wrapping around the upper southwest corner and the rounded southeast corner. No
two windows are alike, a feature typical of the Queen
Anne style. It is a unique building in Ann Arbor.

1027 E. HURON, SOUTH AND WEST ELEVATIONS

I’m sure you can appreciate that our neighborhood
is very concerned about the loss of these three fine
buildings, not only for their history but because they
are the boundary of our historic district and our buffer between our neighborhood and the University.

this as we were promised in the past that a better
effort to contact affected neighbors would be made.
We are still in shock.
One of the houses is featured in my book, Historic
Ann Arbor: An Architectural Guide. It is at 1007 E.
Huron and is known as the Charles Whitman House.
It was built in 1891 and designed in the Shingle Style,
a style more prominent on the East Coast. It is a
rare example of this style in Ann Arbor. It also has
multi-paned windows of curved glass, saw-tooth
shingles and a broad expanse of roof. Also, almost
unique now in Ann Arbor is the porte cochere under
which the ladies would descend from their carriages
and enter the house. The house retains most of its
original character both inside and out and has bowed
windows on the first floor and a porch of fieldstone.
The house was built by railroad tycoon and State
Commissioner of Railroads Charles Whitman. He
was one of the movers and shakers of Ann Arbor in
the late 19th century. Later it became the Chi Psi and
Psi Omega fraternities before being purchased by
the University in 1936.

Furthermore, the University talks a lot about being
green and about sustainability and demolition is
definitely NOT considered green. The Michigan Daily of September 4, 2019 quoted Sue Gott. UM Campus Planner saying …” the University’s newest plans
are centered on enhancing campus life with an emphasis on sustainability.” Michael Rein, Director of
Community Relations, said “The University creates
initiatives to bring the Ann Arbor community and
University together.” If these really are the goals of
the University, then I think the University could and
should set a good example on how we can reduce
our carbon footprint by keeping our historic buildings. As architect Carl Elefante, formerly with Quinn
Evans, has noted, “the greenest building is the one
that is already built.”
The selection of this site for the School of Pharmacy is strange. It could easily be built off Zina Pitcher, closer to the Medical School. No other sites were
considered it seems. They were not discussed before
the Regents approved this project. It seems there

The house at 1015 E. Huron was built in 1908 as the
Nu Sigma Nu Medical fraternity and it remained
their home until the late 1970s when the University
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sity to step into this challenge as leaders. Conceived
only a year ago as a voluntary support network, it
has already built a strong following among local
and state governments, arts organizations, NGOs,
universities, and other organizations committed to
tackling climate change and achieving the ambitions
of the Paris Agreement.

continued

must be more sites that wouldn’t destroy the historic fabric of our town and our neighborhood.
Please reconsider this proposal for the new School
of Pharmacy.

On September 18th (yesterday), I learned that the
University of Michigan has joined with 20 other universities all across North America in the University
Climate Change Coalition (UC3). This is wonderful
news! However, this does not address the other half
of my concern, that of respectful treatment of the
cultural heritage imbued in our campus infrastructure.

Read into the Record at the Regents’
Public Meeting, September 19, 2019
By ILENE TYLER

(I was asked to add my voice to the growing list of
professionals concerned about climate change, and
I crafted my message to address the dual challenge
of protecting of our cultural heritage while also responding to the threats of climate change. I was
speaker #15 at the end of their meeting.)

Despite the obvious and profound connections between climate change and culture, not enough of us
have been mobilized to address them both. The Climate Heritage Network provides the opportunity for
the University to participate in this emerging global
crisis by working collaboratively with peers and relevant stakeholders to support mobilization of the cultural heritage sector for climate action.

Good afternoon!
My name is Ilene Rogers Tyler, alumna of the College
of Architecture (B.Arch. 1970). During my 28-years
with Quinn Evans Architects, I had the privilege of restoring several of the University of Michigan’s prime
examples of its built cultural heritage, including the
Detroit Observatory, Hill Auditorium, and the School
of Natural Resources, U of M’s first building to receive a LEED Gold rating.

Therefore, I urge you to join the Climate Heritage
Network, using your credibility as leaders of the best
to engage our university community in this unique
call for action.
Thank you.

Continuing my passion for both historic preservation
and sustainability, this statement calls for the Regents and all U of M leadership to address the dual
challenge of climate change and its impact on our
cultural heritage. This is not just about saving old
buildings; this is about responsible new construction
as well as responsible stewardship of our existing
built environment. Metrics for assessing project feasibility need to go beyond estimating the costs to
clear a site and construct new buildings; they should
include the lost, or embodied energy, of buildings already on the site and how what is proposed results
in a Zero Net Carbon bottom line.
The Climate Heritage Network (http://climateheritage.org) offers a unique opportunity for the Univer-
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Supporting the People’s Food Co-op
By JEFF CROCKETT
Ann Arbor downtown residents are fortunate to have a community grocery store, The People’s Food Co-op (PFC),
located at 214 N. Fourth Ave. The OFWA is committed to supporting the PFC any way we can. Last Spring, board
members Elleanor
Crown,
Nick Coquillard, Chris Crockett and Jeff Crockett, met with PFC board chair, Jaime MagiBy SUSAN
WINEBERG
era, and Director of Marketing, Ken Davis, and Molly Haduch (U of M’s Beyond the Diag program) to explore ways to
support the
PFC.
First,
we busy
featured
City
crews
were
thisthe
fallPFC
planting a total of 112 trees along our residential streets.
in our Spring
2019
newsletter.
Second,
on
This was part of the Street Planting
Plan for FY 2019 and included the area bounded by DeAugust 29,pot,
a group
of
us
distributed
student
N. Main, E. Huron and Glen, including State, Division, Ingalls, Thayer and Kingsley as
welcome packets
a PFC
flyer
with our recommendations
well aswith
others.
The
cityalong
followed
students from
U of M’s
The Diag
for places
toBeyond
plant trees
suchproas barren spots along
gram. Third, we are displaying PFC yard signs
State St near Ann and Catherine. They also ground
in key locations across the Old Fourth Ward
down old stumps and replaced dead trees. Some
this fall. We would like to thank the following
of the species planted by the Crimboli Nursery in
OFWA members who participated in this proCanton
paperGaston,
bark maple
gram: John
Ellisoninclude
and George
Julie (not native),
mapleSusan
(native),
London
Plane tree
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New Trees Planted in 2018 in the Old Fourth Ward

and the approved list of trees, go to

when you shop at the co-op.

• Downtown Full Service Grocery Store
• Fresh Local Produce Year Around
• Variety of Wines & Craft Beer
• Hot & Cold Food Bar & Cafe

100 N 100
State
StreetStreet
N State
Ann Arbor,
MI 48104
Ann Arbor,
MI 48104
734.663.4189
734.663.4189

STORE HOURS
Monday - Saturday
8am - 10pm

Sunday
9am - 10pm

WWW.HOBBS-BLACK.COM
WWW.HOBBS-BLACK.COM

NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI
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PHOENIX
LANSING

robust local economy

ANN ARBOR

You help create a

LANSING

NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI
216 N. FOURTH AVE. ANN ARBOR • Ph. (734) 994 - 9174 • PEOPLESFOOD.COOP

ANN ARBOR

PHOENIX

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/forestry/

75 YEARS OF COOPERATION! THE INTER-COOPERATIVE
COUNCIL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
By NICK COQUILLARD
In 1932, during the height of the Great Depression, four graduate students of the Michigan Socialist Club, organized and opened the first student housing co-op on the campus of U of M. It was called the Michigan Socialist
House. By 1937, there were four existing student co-ops and in the spring of that year, they joined together
to form the Campus Cooperative Council. By 1939, the student co-ops were known as the Inter-Cooperative
Council, ICC for short.
With the entrance of the U.S. into World War II, a rental
housing explosion occurred in Ann Arbor. Developers
and speculators bought up many of the big houses that
were suitable for co-ops. More than half of the student
co-ops were forced from their rented houses. And relocation was next to impossible. With the hand writing
on the wall, and the long-held dream of owning their
own cooperative houses threatened, the members of
the ICC, voted in 1943 to purchase the first house. It was
called A.K. Stevens. In 1944, the ICC was formally incorporated as a non-profit organization and established
its first Board of Directors.
Today, in addition to the Central Office and the Education Center, the ICC consists of 16 houses located
on both the central and north campuses of U of M. It
serves over 500 members, who with the assistance of a small staff, own and operate their houses and the
cooperative as a whole.
OWEN CO-OP, 1017 OAKLAND, ca. 1930s - 1940s

On the weekend of October 18-20, 2019, we are remembering and celebrating the 1944 Incorporation of the
ICC—that pivotal moment in our history which allowed the ICC to purchase it’s first house and continue over
time to provide affordable housing for thousands of students/members.

PALMER, FIRST WOMEN’S CO-OP, 1939

2019 SPRING/SUMMER BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Inter-Cooperative Council Update
Old Fourth Ward Historic District
By NICK COQUILLARD
October 1st 2018 we were extremely grateful to
see our friends from the Old Fourth Ward Association at the city council meeting, where we were in
attendance to receive a co-op month proclamation.
If you’re an avid reader of this wonderful newsletter you may recall Christine and Jeff Crockett’s Fire
Safety article in the Fall edition. It was wonderful to
see their fire safety and prevention efforts supported
with a proclamation for Fire Prevention Week 2018.

brand (increased longevity to ensure batteries
did not fail in between yearly inspections)
• upgraded every fire panel battery (reduces
service calls and waste of community
resources)
• rezoned fire panels to appropriate house
layout (reduces confusion and safety concerns)

Keeping on that theme, we thought we’d update
folks on the enormous fire system updates we’ve
tackled within the last year. We have 21 physical
structures across Ann Arbor that include fire panels/
detectors/extinguishers, kitchen suppression systems, exit signage, and emergency lights. Due to a
change in service providers, we discovered several deficiencies that were not up to code or our own
standards. Through switching providers, we updated
several back end technical items such as:

In addition to the amount of labor and love poured
into these updates, our Maintenance Team continues
to coordinate yearly inspections of fire extinguishers,
detectors, strobes, and biannual kitchen suppression
system inspections. Our member-led Facilities Management Committee worked to create a centralized
and house-specific Emergency Preparedness Resource with a focus on Fire Safety Guidelines and
Procedures. We look forward to continuing these efforts and including Fire Prevention Week among our
educational activities during co-op month in October.
Cheers to sharing and supporting each other to ensure safety is a priority within our communities.

• kitchen suppression revisions (rerouting and
wiring buildings)
• updated all kitchen suppression nozzles
(replacement of outdated materials)
• researched and replaced an outdated battery

Kennedy Care is a home health agency that was humbly founded in Ann
Arbor and 16 years later now serves families across the state of Michigan.
We provide home based services to individuals with an array of needs from those needing short term rehabilitation to 24 hour care due to a
catastrophic injury.
Please contact us today if you have any questions about who we are
and how we can serve you.
800.796.CARE www.kennedycare.com
150 S Fifth Avenue Suite 205 Ann Arbor, MI 48104
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Neighborhood Watch Program
By SUSAN CASEY, NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH COORDINATOR
The Ann Arbor Police Department partners with residents of the city through the Neighborhood Watch Program in
order to reduce crime in our community and to maintain communication. You can read details of the program and
find an application to serve as a Block Captain here:
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/city-clerk/A2CA/Documents/Neighborhood%20Watch%20Introduction%20
and%20Application.pdf
If you are interested in becoming involved in Neighborhood Watch, please contact the Ann Arbor Police Neighborhood Watch Coordinator, Susan Casey. The Ann Arbor Police will be hosting Neighborhood Watch meetings on a
quarterly basis.
Sgt. Corey Mills is the supervisor in charge of the unit. Officer Doug Martelle and Officer Brett Paddock are also in
the Community Engagement Unit. Sgt. Mills and Officers Martelle and Paddock provide Active Shooter training
for churches, business and residents throughout the city. They also provide other safety training and help resolve
issues and conflicts throughout the community.
The Ann Arbor Police Department has a new Chief, Michael Cox, who comes to us from the Boston PD. Chief Cox will
be present at various Neighborhood Watch meetings throughout the year.
Contact Information:
-

PSS Susan Casey – NW Coordinator, scasey@a2gov.org, 734-794-6900 ext. 49526.

-

Sgt. Corey Mills – cmills@a2gov.org, 734-794-6900 ext. 49112.

-

Officer Doug Martelle – dmartelle@a2gov.org, 734-794-6900 ext. 49438.

-

Officer Brett Paddock – bpaddock@a2gov.org. 734-794-6900 ext. 49434.

Available at local bookstores and on Amazon
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OFWA Treasurer’s Report
16 SEPTEMBER 2019
This report reflects revenue/expenses for the period 03/07/2019 – 09/16/2019 (last report through present). The
OFWA Fiscal Year runs from 1 January – 31 December. Revenue is derived solely from membership dues (individual
= $10, family = $20, corporate = $50, sustaining ≥ $100); expenses relate to the annual neighborhood party (2019 =
$1256.79), newsletter production/printing, membership mailings (envelopes, printing, postage), & required nonprofit
tax filings ($20.00).
To date (09/16), FY2019 revenue is $1904.09 & expenses are $1818.93 (anticipating Fall Newsletter printing ~$440.00).
Our current balance is $2517.25.
Of note, & with particular acknowledgement for the efforts of our Membership officer, Elleanor Crown, sustaining
memberships in FY2019 include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority
(DDA) / Susan Pollay
Cameron Holdings
Catherine Ann Development Company
Elleanor Crown
Dennis Dahlmann / Dahlmann Properties
Thomas Ewing and Hashen Sohtun
Michigan Rental

Morningside Group
Arthur Nusbaum
Zack Mintzias
The Treasure Mart
Ilene and Norm Tyler
Sandra Weimert
Susan Wineberg and Lars Bjorn

Please note the Treasurer’s address:
OFWA / c/o Bethany Osborne
625 North Fourth Avenue, #2
Ann Arbor MI 48104
Membership payment options include a Square link also accessible via the Ann Arbor Old
Fourth Ward Historic Association Facebook page in addition to the current check or pointof-service credit card scan (via Square Reader).
Respectfully submitted,
Bethany Osborne – Treasurer
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2019 Old Fourth Association Membership Dues
Individuals ($10) Family ($20) Business ($50) Donor level ($100)
Date: _____________________________________
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
City plus Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________
Contact Phone: _________________________________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________________________________
Amount sent: _______________________________
PLEASE SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION ALONG WITH THIS FORM
TO:
OFWA/ c/o Bethany Osborne
625 North Fourth Avenue, #2
Ann Arbor MI 48104

If you have not yet paid your 2019 membership dues, please do so soon.
Your support is important to us and makes it possible for us to publish
this newsletter and host the annual spring party.

Membership Categories:
Individual – $10

Family – $20
Corporate – $50
Sustaining – $100
Other – Any amount chosen
Memberships may be paid via check and mailed to the attention of the Treasurer, OFWA (Bethany Osborne / Treasurer, OFWA, 625 North Fourth Avenue, #2, Ann Arbor MI 48104); paid in person (via check or
credit card) at the community meetings or party; or paid online via our Facebook page “Donate” button
or directly, https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association.
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Old Fourth Ward Association
506 E. Kingsley St.
Ann Arbor MI 48104

CONTACT INFORMATION
OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Christine Crockett, President
christinecrockett8@gmail.com
Ray Detter, Vice-President
rdetter@umich.edu
Bethany Osborne, Treasurer
bosborneusa@gmail.com
Jeff Crockett, Communications Officer
jeffcrockett8@gmail.com
Ilene Tyler Publicity Director
ilene.tyler@gmail.com
Susan Wineberg, Historic Preservation Officer
swines@umich.edu
Elleanor Crown, Membership Officer, Newsletter Editor
ecrown@umich.edu
OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION BOARD
Lars Bjorn lbjorn@umich.edu
Nick Coquillard coquill@umich.edu
Steve Kaplan asherdanielkaplan@gmail.com
David Kennedy david@kennedycare.com
Julie Ritter ritter.julie@gmail.com
CITY OF ANN ARBOR
Go to https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contactus.
https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contactus.aspx
aspx

A2 FIX IT!
Reporting a problem just got easier than ever with
A2 Fix It, a website (see link below) now available to
document, report and resolve all sorts of problems,
e.g. trash pickup, violations of community standards,
burned out lights, potholes, vegetation over growth,
etc. Use the link below to enter a report from your
computer.
http://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-aProblem.aspx

1st Ward Council Reps:
Anne Bannister abannister@a2gov.org
Jeff Hayner jhayner@a2gov.org
Ann Arbor GIS Maps and Resources:
https://www.a2gov.org/services/GIS/Pages/default.
aspx

