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SPRING MEETING, APRIL 23. 2019, 7:00 PM, in the small chapel of St. Andrew’s Church. 306 N. Division.  
Enter through the rear parking lot.  The April meeting of the Old Fourth Ward Neighborhood Association will be 
an informative conversation on planning in Ann Arbor. A discussion panel will include Brett Lenart, Ann Arbor’s 
Planning Manager, Derek Delacourt, the Community Services Administrator, and Alex Milshteyn, a local realtor 
who is currently serving as Chair of the City Planning Commission. Association member Norm Tyler will moder-
ate this “community conversation.”

Panel members first will give their thoughts on the role of planning as a city service, and then participate in an 
open conversation with the audience. We hope this will be a first step in encouraging residents to have greater 
engagement in the master planning process.
 
SPRING PARTY, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2019. 6:30 PM, 120 N. Division St.  Refreshments provided.  Bring a 
dish to share.  If you are on our email list, you will receive a reminder.

The Dr. Moses Gunn House at 712 East Ann

712 EAST ANN TODAY

By SUSAN WINEBERG
When Dr. Moses Gunn arrived in 1846, fresh from his medical studies 
in Geneva, New York, he had an unusual item with him: a cadaver!  
It was important for the study of anatomy and surgery, which were 
Gunn’s specialties, and cadavers were very hard to come by.  Some 
doctors even resorted to grave robbing in the mid-19th century.  Dr. 
Gunn set up residency at a downtown hotel with his wife Jane Terry, 
daughter of a local doctor, who he married in 1848 and taught surgery 
and anatomy from 1846-1849.  In 1848, the University set up a 3-mem-
ber medical department with the advice of Dr. Gunn, who modeled 
it after Geneva College.  In 1850 the UM Medical School, as it was 
then called, opened its doors to 100 students. Two years later the 
school graduated 9 physicians.  Gunn’s work was interrupted by the 
Civil War in which he served as surgeon to the Fifth Michigan Volun-
teer Infantry in 1861. He joined McClellan’s Army of the Potomac and 
cared for wounded soldiers.  He was forced to resign due to ill health 

continued on next page
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712 EAST ANN ca. 1910

and returned to Michigan in 1862.  He eventually moved 
to Chicago and was one of the founders of Rush Medical 
College teaching units in 1883. He died there in 1889.

In 1851, Gunn was well employed and thus emboldened 
to buy himself and his wife a proper house. According to 
a memoir written about him by his wife after his death, 
she and her husband “purchased a roomy house nearly 
completed, with the long pillars in front which suggest-
ed a style of Grecian architecture now almost obsolete.”   
So, we know that by 1851 Greek Revival style architec-
ture was going out of style!  Dr. Gunn had desired an out-
look (i.e., widow’s walk) from which to look out over the 

Huron River Valley.  He got what he had wished for. But 
somehow he felt the need for a bigger city and moved 
to Detroit in 1854.  He remained on the faculty for many 
years, commuting by train to teach his classes in sur-
gery.  He is well remembered by Michigan.  His portrait 
hangs in University Hospital and a lecture is named in 
his honor.

The house, original-
ly at the corner or 
State and Ann, is 
what Professor Emil 
Lorch referred to as 
“domestic” Greek 
Revival, with square 
rather than round 
columns, pilasters 
at the corners, eared 
trim around the win-
dows and doors, a 
fine entablature and 
a pedimented roof 
above the portico.  It 
is said to have been 
built by Andrew 
DeForest who also built Governor Felch’s house which 
stood just to the south of this one when it was on State 
St. The interior is remarkably unaltered, with originals 
doors, windows, plaster ceiling medallions, and trim.  It 
is a classic floor plan for a side entry Greek Revival, with a 
front and back parlor. The stairs are immediately in front 
of you as you enter and upstairs are two large bedrooms 
and a nursery.  Lorch’s class studied the house in 1938 
and consequently drawings exist of the original kitchen 
before it was replaced that same year.  Remarkably, this 
house was moved from the corner of Ann and State to 
its present location in 1898.  One hundred years later, we 
discovered that the columns were not resting on any-
thing and were being held up by the roof instead of the 
other way ‘round!  We immediately shored them up with 
the help of local architect Mark Rueter.  Of course, it has 
been updated for modern uses and has bathrooms on 
both floors.  We also know that a side wing was moved 
to Fuller Street in 1898 when the house was moved.  This 
possibly explains the lack of a dining room.

Before the house was moved, it was the home of Richard 
Hooper, a local brewer, and his family.  One of his daugh-
ters married Levi Barbour, a UM Regent, and I learned 
from his papers that her brother had committed suicide 
in Detroit, but this somehow cast a pall over the house 
as haunted.  Thus, when William H. Payne, Professor of 
the Art and Science of Teaching, saw it he noted that he 
felt no ‘haint’ about it.  Payne’s papers at the Bentley 
Library provided me with my earliest photograph of the 
house.  Sadly, I have not been able to find a photo of it 
before it was moved.

DR. MOSES GUNN

The Dr. Moses Gunn House continued

continued on next page
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Historic Preservation: Expanding the Definition
By ILENE R. TYLER, FAIA, FAPT, LEED AP

In his book titled Why Do Old Places Matter Tom Mayes of the National Trust for Historic Preservation described 
what we mean by historic preservation by articulating continuity, memory, and identity as reasons we preserve. 
Continuity extends our cultural and physical heritage from the past to the present, and into the future; memory 
gives this continuity a cultural imperative; and identity brings not only memory but meaning to the places we 
preserve. The words “historic preservation” are institutionalized in our organizations, associations, national 
legislation, and in numerous university programs—e.g., National Trust for Historic Preservation, Michigan 
Historic Preservation Network, and numerous university “Historic Preservation” degree programs, such as 
the one offered at Eastern Michigan University. 

During the nineteenth century two famous preservationists espoused completely different philosophies of 
preservation: John Ruskin said old buildings should be allowed to age untouched, while the approach of 
Viollet le Duc was to “improve” on their historic character. The appropriate response typically lies somewhere 
in between—allowing changes to historic buildings while still protecting their historic character.

In the mid-twentieth century, laws and standards recognized this complementary approach to preservation. 
In 1977,  the Office of the Secretary of the Interior published the “Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties” to  promote historic preservation  best practices  that protect our nation’s irreplaceable cultural 
resources. The more detailed “Standards for Rehabilitation” provide the basis for review of proposed changes 
in local historic districts, as well as being used to determine whether a property owner’s project is eligible 
to earn tax credits. The Standards are inherently subjective and not prescriptive, and their interpretation is 
provided by the city’s Historic District Commission.

Historic preservation is expanding its role in society. We recognize a need to move beyond the protection 
of individual buildings and districts to an appreciation of culture and memories. The term “intangible 
preservation” represents the need to preserve our non-physical heritage as well as our bricks and mortar. 
Along with this expanded role, we need to consider a broader range of acceptable changes and adaptation of 
properties in historic districts.

Sustainability and historic preservation are often at odds with each other, when in fact there is a common 
purpose to designing for resilience and to protecting our fragile environment. Toward this end, environmentalists 
often refer to “protection of the built environment” as a separate consideration. The inherently sustainable 

After it was moved the house became a rental.  Its first tenant was the beloved librarian Nellie Loving whose job was 
then located on Huron St. where North Quad now stands.  Loving has a branch library named for her and also a room 
at the Downtown Branch.  I think she is one of the ladies standing on the porch in the ca. 1910 photograph.  

In 1945 the house was purchased by orthodontist David James who lived here with his wife Naomi and their two 
daughters Kirsten and Anne.  In 1987 my husband Lars Bjorn and I purchased the house from them and now we are 
trying to beat their record of 42-year occupancy.  Naomi and I served on the Old Fourth Ward Study Committee that 
created our historic district in 1983.  Lars and I are happy to be the stewards of this fantastic house (even though it 
doesn’t have a dishwasher!) and keep it strong for the next owners whoever they may be.

The Dr. Moses Gunn House continued

continued on next page
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Historic Preservation: continued

features of many older buildings, in addition to 
recognizing that “the greenest building is the one 
that is already built,” highlight the contribution of 
all existing buildings to our urban fabric. The cost 
of demolishing buildings to construct something 
new that is touted as more energy efficient does not 
equal sustainable development.

“Think globally, act locally,” applies as much to 
historic preservation, as it does to other forms of 
social activism. This phrase is attributed to a Scottish 
urban planner and social activist, Patrick Geddes, 
who advocated consideration of a wider regional 
environment when making local planning decisions. 
With regard to the environment, he urged people to 
“consider the health of the entire planet and to take 
action in their own communities and cities. Long 
before governments began enforcing environmental 
laws, individuals were coming together to protect 
habitats and the organisms that live within them.” 
Millennials and young professionals embrace this 
concept in their use of a grassroots approach to 
recognizing and protecting diverse communities. 
Through grassroots activism, emerging preservation 
professionals are raising awareness of places that 
matter to more people.

Expanding the definition of historic preservation to 
incorporate this environmental perspective considers 
the sensitive issues of climate change, severe 
weather patterns, sea level rise, and appropriate 
strategies for mitigating damage to our fragile 
historic resources. This requires interdisciplinary 
collaboration and reliance on new skill sets to make 
changes that result in improved resilience in all 
communities.

SIR PATRICK GEDDES

BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES
By JULIE RITTER AND CHRISTINE CROCKETT

On Friday February 21, 2019, The Taubman School of Ar-
chitecture on the UM north Campus sponsored a one-day 
conference called “Building Better Futures:  Innovations 
in Equitable Development.”  (See the whole confer-
ence on this link:  https://taubmancollege.umich.edu/
events/2019/02/22/building-better-futures-innova-
tions-equitable-development

OVERVIEW

Old Fourth Ward Association Board members, Julie Rit-
ter and Chris Crockett, spent the entire day at the event 
listening to city planners and developers from the Unit-
ed States and Canada describe how they approach new 
projects in their communities.  The focus was both on 
affordable housing and maintaining the special sense 

https://taubmancollege.umich.edu/events/2019/02/22/building-better-futures-innovations-equitable-development
https://taubmancollege.umich.edu/events/2019/02/22/building-better-futures-innovations-equitable-development
https://taubmancollege.umich.edu/events/2019/02/22/building-better-futures-innovations-equitable-development


of place in each city.  The agenda was divided into four 
parts:  development, policy, curriculum, and journalism.  
The keynote speaker, Carlo Ratti of MIT, spoke of how a 
city is a network of human behaviors, and, using artifi-
cial intelligence, he has studied how the networks work 
by analyzing cell phone data and garbage movement 
through the sanitation system.  Talking on cell phones 
and what we throw away tell a great deal about a com-
munity.  These behaviors serve as a template for how 
individuals live in their cities.  Interestingly, some critical 
facts emerged:  WIFI has changed how people interact; 
and the more heterogeneous a city is, the more produc-
tive it is.  The importance 
of heterogeneity is enor-
mously consequential giv-
en the increased gap in 
income and equality in the 
American population.   

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
CITIZEN INPUT

Each of more than a dozen 
speakers had a different 
local approach to develop-
ment, but all emphasized 
the importance of “treat-
ing the community as the 
client!”   The enlightened 
and inclusive involvement 
of city planners and developers with their client com-
munities in cities from Brooklyn to Toronto to Detroit 
emanated from a deep respect for both local historic 
preservation as well as the special ambience conferred 
by local life styles.  Before undertaking a new building, 
both planners and developers don’t just hold a meeting; 
they actively seek out residents early in the pre-planning 
stage for input to ensure that the unique character of the 
community is retained.  The citizens are treated as inte-
gral to the long-term success of a project before any ar-
chitect is involved.  The outcome can often take the form 
of a low or mid-rise group of buildings that fit the unique 
character and requirements of the population.  High rise 
structures were not necessarily the only vision.

A MORE INCLUSIVE PLANNING PROCESS NEEDED 
FOR ANN ARBOR

The fresh and energetic approaches conveyed by the 
developers and planners stood as a stark contrast to 
the Ann Arbor experience.  Here in Treetown, develop-
ers seem to do the planning and usually bring in a fin-

ished or nearly complete building concept to which the 
Planning Department, and later, the citizens are asked 
to react.   Residents of Ann Arbor, when confronted with 
a new building, usually are provided with only a “take-
it-or-leave-it” situation with no significant modifications 
possible.  The citizens rarely get to say what they want 
for our city.  Instead, they are told what they will get from 
out-of-town developers.  The speakers at the conference 
exhibited a strong value in the interests of current and 
long-term residents of their cities, where they are en-
gaged as equal partners in the planning process.  They 
also described how the community is actively engaged 

before and during the 
entire development and 
building process.  In Ann 
Arbor, even the Design Re-
view Committee can only 
make non-binding sug-
gestions, which leaves the 
design and planning pro-
cess mostly to outsiders.

In addition to the physi-
cal plans, the speakers at 
the conference described 
a variety of creative fiscal 
approaches to increase af-
fordable housing.   These 
include municipal or state 
bonds, corporate and 

non-profit donations, grants, taxes, and fees, used alone 
or in combination. to raise revenue to underwrite low-
er housing costs.   Ann Arbor traditionally uses premi-
ums for increased floor area ratios (FAR) or donations 
to the affordable housing fund to “incentivize” develop-
ers.  Clearly, there are other methods of addressing af-
fordability which other municipalities have successfully 
tapped.  

Given that the premise of the conference, as outlined by 
Carlo Ratti in his keynote, that a more heterogeneous 
population is a more productive one, and that cities 
have ever increasing disparities in income, it behooves 
Ann Arbor to actively seek planning processes that are 
more inclusive.   At present, it feels that developers call 
the shots, and they almost always build expensive.  A 
healthy city needs residents of varying incomes, inter-
ests, and activities.   

5

AERIAL VIEW OF ANN ARBOR

Building Better Communities: continued
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THE GLEN HOTEL 
By CHRISTINE CROCKETT

A VIEW OF THE GLEN HOTEL

The Glen Hotel is closer to becoming a reality.  At a pub-
lic input session on the evening of Thursday, March 14, 
2019, in the Koessler Room in the Michigan League, 
the hotel developers outlined the latest changes to the 
building planned for Glen Street between Catherine and 
Ann.  Developer Craig Singer and his associates have 
now partnered with the Marriot Hotel “Autograph” col-
lection to facilitate room bookings.  While there will be 
no corporate insignia on the hotel façade, Marriot now 
retains the right to rename the hotel.  They are working 
on a new moniker which will reference Ann Arbor history, 
but no final decision has been made.  

Aside from the name, 
the hotel will be built 
somewhat taller than 
the original plan.  This 
allows for a greener, 
centralized heating, 
cooling, and ventilation 
system to be installed 
between the floors and 
will eliminate both un-
attractive vents on the 
exterior and a noisy 
mechanical penthouse 
on the top of the struc-
ture.  Reduction of car-
bon and noise pollution 
is a welcome feature in this revision.  The modest in-
crease in height will also accommodate raised ceiling 
height in the first-floor lobby and the second-floor meet-
ing/event space.  

The number of valet parking spaces will be reduced, al-
though the total number of parking spaces will still meet 
the Ann Arbor requirement of 235.  The pedestrian lob-
by, restaurant entrances, and fire exit on Glen have also 
been revised to alleviate pedestrian congestion on the 
sidewalk.  While the total number of rooms remains the 
same, the rear façade of the building has been altered to 
allow a different stairwell and window configuration and 
floor-plan changes.

Of paramount interest to the Old Fourth Ward (OFW) is 
the traffic pattern on the portion of Ann Street adjacent 
to the hotel.  Almost all of Ann Street in the OFW is one-
way from Division to Glen.  A short two-way revision by 
the city on the eastern most section of Ann enables ef-
ficient vehicular entrance to the hotel, while it prohibits 
cars from entering the neighborhood beyond that point.  
The Old Fourth Ward Association always looks out for 
pedestrian safety in our neighborhood, and minimizing 
traffic plays a huge role in this.  

Still unresolved for the developers and the neighbor-
hood is how to han-
dle daytime overflow 
parking.  The hotel and 
the general public can 
use most University 
of Michigan parking 
structures in the area 
during evenings and 
weekends, but daytime 
parking is a burden-
some problem all over 
Ann Arbor.  In the event 
of a daytime event or 
conference, the hotel 
might not have suf-
ficient space in their 

underground structure for 
all persons attending.  Of course, the neighborhood is 
parked to capacity every weekday by both residents and 
commuters.  The developers are still working out the de-
tails to facilitate daytime parking issues.  The OFW will 
keep you informed, and the neighborhood will continue 
to work with city council to have all on-street parking 
for residents only.  We believe that this collaboration be-
tween the OFWA and a responsive developer serves as a 
model for how to create a sustainable development that 
benefits the community.
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Community and the Corner Store
By JAIME MAGIERA

Growing up in a Downriver Detroit neighborhood, I was blessed with a lot of options for entertainment and 
interaction with others. There were pizzerias, movie theaters, skating rinks, parks, and the like. Thinking 
back though, one particular place stands out in my mind: the corner store. It was just a few blocks away 
from my house. The store was always bustling with activity, people buying groceries, grabbing a quick 
sandwich, maybe picking up some ice cream or a cold drink on a hot day. 

One thing you could always find at the 
corner store was conversation. The ca-
shier would chat with the customers, 
and customers would chat with each 
other, catching up on the latest news 
in the community. “How’s your fami-
ly? Oh, great! Congratulations!” “Did 
you hear what happened down on 
Rosedale street? I guess they have to 
put in some new water pipes.” “Macki-
nac was really pretty this time of year. 
The weather was perfect!” 

Often, you could make new friends just 
by sharing a smile and a warm hello. 

Moving to Ann Arbor, I was happy to 
find that there is a corner store here. 
People’s Food Co-op. Like the corner 
store of my youth, there’s a strong 
sense of community that permeates 
PFC. Whether sitting down to eat at the 
cafe, or running in to grab an armful of 
groceries, there’s always an opportuni-
ty to catch up on the latest news from 
around town. I’m guaranteed to run 
into old friends and often make new 
ones. In a time where it seems people 
have become more distracted and dis-
tant, it’s comforting knowing that such a place exists in our community. 

With this in mind, I’m extending an invitation to Old Fourth Ward residents to visit the co-op, to experience 
our corner store. Whether you stop in to load up for the week or to grab a quick snack, you’ll find a welcom-
ing space, a sense of community. If you see me, we can share a smile and a warm hello. 



robust local economy

 

216 N. FOURTH AVE. ANN ARBOR • Ph. (734) 994 - 9174 • PEOPLESFOOD.COOP

You help create a

when you shop at the co-op.

NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI

NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI

• Downtown Full Service Grocery Store
• Fresh Local Produce Year Around
• Variety of Wines & Craft Beer
• Hot & Cold Food Bar & Cafe

STORE HOURS
Monday - Saturday Sunday
8am - 10pm 9am - 10pm

100 N State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

734.663.4189
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New Trees Planted in 2018 in the Old Fourth Ward
By SUSAN WINEBERG

City crews were busy this fall planting a total of 112 trees along our residential streets.  
This was part of the Street Planting Plan for FY 2019 and included the area bounded by De-
pot, N. Main, E. Huron and Glen, including State, Division, Ingalls, Thayer and Kingsley as 
well as others.  The city followed our recommendations 
for places to plant trees such as barren spots along 
State St near Ann and Catherine.  They also ground 
down old stumps and replaced dead trees.  Some 
of the species planted by the Crimboli Nursery in 
Canton include paper bark maple (not native), 
yellow maple (native), London Plane tree 
(not native), and Hop Hornbeam (native). 
Also planted were American Elms (are these 
natives making a comeback?), tulip pop-
lars, and Miyabei Maple (not native).  These 
come from an approved list of trees.  If you 
want to see other areas planted for FY2019 
and the approved list of trees, go to 

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/forestry/

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/forestry/


Available at local bookstores and on Amazon
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DRAWING OF THE NEW DETROIT ST/FIFTH AVE. INTERSECTION

Kudos to Susan Pollay and the DDA!
By JEFF AND CHRISTINE COCKETT

In behalf of the Board of the 
Old Fourth Ward Association, 
we would like to acknowledge 
the successful completion of 
the Detroit Street project that 
began in the Spring.  The trucks 
are gone and the barriers were 
finally removed in December.   
It’s time to celebrate a job well 
done!   We know that there will 
be some follow-up brickwork 
in the Spring, but the redesign 
looks great.

Of course, this would not have 
been possible without the excellent planning and oversight that Susan Pollay and the DDA team provided.  They 
provided numerous opportunities for citizen input and kept us updated through Susan’s participation in the Citizen’s 
Advisory Council.  From start to finish, it was a model for how streetscape improvement should be addressed. 

Thank you, Susan.   Ann Arbor is lucky to have you and your team.
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Editor’s note:  Many thanks to Julie Ritter not only for the preparation of this article but for the excellent 
job she has done on the Welcome Letter itself!

One of the annual events that residents of the Old Fourth Ward participate in is the Fall Semester  “Move-out and 
Move-in”. This is a two- or three-week period from the middle of August to early September every year. Many of the 
rental houses and apartments in the entire city, including those in the downtown neighborhoods, “turn over” from 
one set of residents to the next.

Move-out and Move-in entails an enormous amount of work on the part of the residents, on the part of the post office 
(trying to keep track of everyone), on the part of the University (keeping track of people and providing assistance with 
disposing of unwanted items as students leave town), on the part of the City’s Solid Waste and Recycling Department 
(hauling away all kinds of things).  Whew!  What a lot of work! 

And once residents take possession of their new, downtown living spaces, there is so much to figure out and so much 
to be done!

Residents who are not moving also participate because there is a learning curve for new people moving in next door. 
Residents often find themselves having to educate new arrivals about parking rules, weekly trash pickup, all kinds 
of things.

The “Welcome to Downtown Living” informational letter is designed to speed up the understanding of what it means 
to live independently in an urban neighborhood. It is dedicated to making the process easier and smoother for those 
new to downtown living. And for the rest of us.

Places that take donations of used items to resell for charitable fundraising
(including places that will come and pick up heavy furniture, big rugs, etc.)
Locations around town where the University provides bins

Jeff Crockett, the Old Fourth Ward Communications Officer, has worked with the University of Michigan Off-Campus 
Housing Office and the City of Ann Arbor Community Safety Office, to create a dialogue among students, city agen-
cies, and downtown residents. The information in the Welcome Letter will give new neighbors the quality information 
they need to make thoughtful choices when it comes to living downtown.  
 
A complete copy of the Welcome Letter can be found here: http://tylertopics.com/community/old-fourth-ward/ and 
there is also a link on our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/OFWAA2/
 
Students can find useful information about off-campus living at the Office of Off Campus Housing, “Beyond the Diag,” 
https://offcampus.umich.edu/

Welcome to the neighborhood!

OFW Welcome Letter to New Residents
By JULIE RITTER

In the Welcome letter there is information about and contact links for:
1.   Parking
2.   Noise/Parties
3.   Underage Drinking
4.   Fire Safety
5.   Trash, Compost and Recycling
6.   Front Porch Furniture

7.   Where to buy things to furnish your apartment
a.   Hardware Stores (can’t fix it without a tool)
b.   Furniture and Housewares
c.   Resale and Thrift Shops

8.   Where to buy food and supplies downtown
9.   Pets
10.   Move-Out

http://tylertopics.com/community/old-fourth-ward/
https://www.facebook.com/OFWAA2/
https://offcampus.umich.edu/


HOME FIRE PREPAREDNESS 
WITH THE AMERICAN RED CROSS
By Jennifer Torner

11

The American Red Cross is most widely known for blood drives and responses to large-scale 
disasters. However, disasters occur every day, most often in the form of home fires. Nation-
ally, the American Red Cross responds to a home fire every 8 minutes to provide immediate assistance and 
support to individuals and families. In 2018, the local chapter responded to 83 homes fires in Washtenaw 
County, assisting 176 people. There are a number of things you can do to better prepare for a home fire, in-
cluding checking your smoke alarms, creating a home fire escape plan and knowing how and when to use a 
fire extinguisher. 

SMOKE ALARMS
Working smoke alarms can double someone’s chances of survival in the event of a home fire. Therefore, it is 
imperative to ensure that the smoke alarms in your home are functioning properly. Here are some tips about 
maintaining your smoke alarms: 

	 Test your smoke alarms each month.

	 If your alarms require a battery, be sure to change it twice each year. A good way to remember this is 
to do it at the same time you change your clocks for daylight savings.

	 Check when your smoke alarms were installed. Smoke alarms over 10 years old should be replaced.

Are you in need of new smoke alarms? The American Red Cross offers up to three 10-year battery powered 
smoke alarms per home free of charge! Give us a call at 734-971-5300 x229 to set up an appointment. 

HOME FIRE ESCAPE PLANS
Now that you have established that your smoke alarms are in working order, what do you do if they go off? 
This is where a Home Fire Escape Plan comes into play. Planning your escape routes before a fire happens is 
important because you may have less than 2 minutes to evacuate to remain safe. Here are some things to 
remember when creating your Home Fire Escape Plan: 

	 Plan to have two exits from each room in your home. If one of these exits is a window, be sure that 
everyone knows how to open the window. 

	Decide on a meeting place outside of your home so that all members of your household have a safe 
place to go once they have escaped. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
If you have a fire extinguisher in your home, you might be wondering when and how to use it. Most important-
ly, always remember to call 911 and remove anyone in immediate danger before utilizing a fire extinguisher. 
Only fight a fire:
	 If the fire is small and contained.

	 If you are safe from toxic smoke.

	 If you have a means of escape. 

	 If your instincts tell you it’s okay. 

How to use a fire extinguisher, remember the acronym PASS: 

	 Pull the pin to unlock the extinguisher.

	Aim at the base of the fire and stand 6-10 feet away.

	 Squeeze the lever to discharge the agent.

	 Sweep the spray from left to right until the flames are totally extinguished. 

Let’s all prioritize fire safety to protect our homes, our property, ourselves, and our families. 
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October 1st 2018 we were extremely grateful to 
see our friends from the Old Fourth Ward Associa-
tion at the city council meeting, where we were in 
attendance to receive a co-op month proclamation. 
If you’re an avid reader of this wonderful newslet-
ter you may recall Christine and Jeff Crockett’s Fire 
Safety article in the Fall edition. It was wonderful to 
see their fire safety and prevention efforts supported 
with a proclamation for Fire Prevention Week 2018.  

Keeping on that theme, we thought we’d update 
folks on the enormous fire system updates we’ve 
tackled within the last year. We have 21 physical 
structures across Ann Arbor that include fire panels/
detectors/extinguishers, kitchen suppression sys-
tems, exit signage, and emergency lights. Due to a 
change in service providers, we discovered sever-
al deficiencies that were not up to code or our own 
standards. Through switching providers, we updated 
several back end technical items such as: 

•  kitchen suppression revisions (rerouting and 
wiring buildings) 

•  updated all kitchen suppression nozzles 
(replacement of outdated materials)

•  researched and replaced an outdated battery 

brand (increased longevity to ensure batteries 
did not fail in between yearly inspections)

•  upgraded every fire panel battery (reduces 
service calls and waste of community 
resources)

•  rezoned fire panels to appropriate house 
layout (reduces confusion and safety concerns)

In addition to the amount of labor and love poured 
into these updates, our Maintenance Team continues 
to coordinate yearly inspections of fire extinguishers, 
detectors, strobes, and biannual kitchen suppression 
system inspections. Our member-led Facilities Man-
agement Committee worked to create a centralized 
and house-specific Emergency Preparedness Re-
source with a focus on Fire Safety Guidelines and 
Procedures. We look forward to continuing these ef-
forts and including Fire Prevention Week among our 
educational activities during co-op month in October. 
Cheers to sharing and supporting each other to en-
sure safety is a priority within our communities. 

Inter-Cooperative Council Update
By NICK COQUILLARD

Kennedy Care is a home health agency that was humbly founded in Ann 
Arbor and 16 years later now serves families across the state of Michigan. 

800.796.CARE www.kennedycare.com
150 S Fifth Avenue Suite 205 Ann Arbor, MI 48104

We provide home based services to individuals with an array of needs - 
from those needing short term rehabilitation to 24 hour care due to a 

catastrophic injury. 

Please contact us today if you have any questions about who we are 
and how we can serve you.
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Message from Beyond the Diag
By ERIKA ALDRICH

Beyond the Diag is the University of Michigan’s off campus housing program within the Dean of 
Students Office. Beyond the Diag was developed to improve off-campus safety resources, communi-
cation, and education for UM students. The core work of Beyond the Diag is focused on outreach and 
education, off-campus student assistance, and community building. Beyond the Diag aims to edu-
cate off-campus students about the various resources available to them on campus, in the commu-
nity, and offered by the City of Ann Arbor. Additionally, Beyond the Diag is staffed by Neighborhood 
Ambassadors - student employees who live and work within the twelve near-to-campus neighbor-
hoods, host social and educational events throughout the year, serve as resources for on-campus 
information and are able to make referrals to University resources to improve student wellness and 
safety off-campus.  

The events the Neighborhood Ambassadors host serve the campus as well as the city community.  
A few weeks ago, the Community Engagement committee hosted an event at Foundry Lofts for off 
campus students to interface with an officer from AAPD as well as representatives from the Old 
Fourth Ward. Events such as these help strengthen the bond between students and permanent 
residents. If you have any questions about our work or collaboration opportunities, please email us 
at beyondthediag@umich.edu.

SPRING PARTY 2018 PHOTO CREDIT: ILENE TYLER

mailto:beyondthediag@umich.edu
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OFWA Treasurer’s Report
7 March 2019

This report reflects revenue/expenses for the period 09/28/2018 – 03/07/2019 (last report through present). 
The OFWA Fiscal Year runs from 1 January – 31 December. Revenue is derived solely from membership dues 
(individual = $10, family = $20, corporate = $50, sustaining = ≥ $100); expenses relate to the annual neigh-
borhood party (2018 = $1,225.64), newsletter production/printing, membership mailings (envelopes, printing, 
postage), & required nonprofit tax filings ($20.00).

To date (03/07), FY2019 revenue is $50.00 & expenses are $0.00 (anticipating Spring Newsletter printing 
~$440.00).  Our current balance is $2,217.58.

Of note, & with particular acknowledgement for the efforts of our Membership officer, Elleanor Crown, sus-
taining memberships in FY2018 include:  

•	 Ann Arbor Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) / Susan Pollay

•	 Catherine Ann Development Company 

•	 Dan & Marianne Clauw

•	 Dennis Dahlmann / Dahlmann Properties 

•	 Thomas Ewing / Hashen Sohtun

•	 Hobbs & Black Associates, Inc.

•	 Steve Kaplan / Chelsea Cummiford

•	 Morningside Group

•	 Arthur Nusbaum

•	 Zack Mintzias

•	 Susan Wineberg / Lars Bjorn

Please note the Treasurer’s address:
OFWA / c/o Bethany Osborne
625 North Fourth Avenue, #2

Ann Arbor MI  48104

Membership payment options include a Square link also accessible via the Ann Arbor Old 
Fourth Ward Historic Association Facebook Page in addition to the current check or point-

of-service credit card scan (via Square Reader).

Respectfully submitted,

Bethany Osborne – Treasurer

https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association
https://www.facebook.com/OFWAA2/
https://www.facebook.com/OFWAA2/
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2019 Old Fourth Association Membership Dues
Individuals ($10) Family ($20)  Business ($50) Donor level ($100)

Date: _____________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City plus Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount sent: _______________________________

PLEASE SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION ALONG WITH THIS FORM 

TO:

OFWA/ c/o Bethany Osborne 

625 North Fourth Avenue, #2 

Ann Arbor MI 48104

If you have not yet paid your 2019 membership dues, please do so soon.  
 Your support is important to us and makes it possible for us to publish 

this newsletter and host the annual spring party.

Membership Categories:
Individual – $10 

Family – $20 

Corporate – $50 

Sustaining – $100 

Other – Any amount chosen

Memberships may be paid via check and mailed to the attention of the Treasurer, OFWA (Bethany Os-

borne / Treasurer, OFWA, 625 North Fourth Avenue, #2, Ann Arbor MI  48104); paid in person (via check or 

credit card) at the community meetings or party; or paid online via our Facebook page “Donate” button 

or directly, https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association.

http://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association


CONTACT INFORMATION

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Christine Crockett, President
 christinecrockett8@gmail.com 
Ray Detter, Vice-President
 rdetter@umich.edu 
Bethany Osborne, Treasurer
 bosborneusa@gmail.com 
Jeff Crockett, Communications Officer
 jeffcrockett8@gmail.com 
Ilene Tyler Publicity Director
 ilene.tyler@gmail.com 
Susan Wineberg, Historic Preservation Officer
 swines@umich.edu 
Elleanor Crown, Membership Officer, Newsletter Editor  
     ecrown@umich.edu

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION BOARD
Lars Bjorn lbjorn@umich.edu 
Nick Coquillard coquill@umich.edu 
Steve Kaplan asherdanielkaplan@gmail.com 
David Kennedy david@kennedycare.com
Julie Ritter ritter.julie@gmail.com

CITY OF ANN ARBOR
Go to https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contactus.
aspx

A2 FIX IT!
Reporting a problem just got easier than ever with 
A2 Fix It, a website (see link below) now available to 
document, report and resolve all sorts of problems, 
e.g. trash pickup, violations of community standards, 
burned out lights, potholes, vegetation over growth, 
etc.  Use the link below to enter a report from your 
computer. 

http://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-a-
Problem.aspx

1st Ward Council Reps:
Anne Bannister  abannister@a2gov.org
Jeff Hayner   jhayner@a2gov.org

Ann Arbor GIS Maps and Resources:
https://www.a2gov.org/services/GIS/Pages/default.
aspx

Old Fourth Ward Association
506 E. Kingsley St.
Ann Arbor MI 48104

mailto:christinecrockett8@gmail.com
mailto:rdetter@umich.edu
mailto:bosborneusa@gmail.com
mailto:jeffcrockett8@gmail.com
mailto:swines@umich.edu
mailto:lbjorn@umich.edu
mailto:coquill@umich.edu
mailto:asherdanielkaplan@gmail.com
mailto:ritter.julie@gmail.com
https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contactus.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contactus.aspx
http://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-a-Problem.aspx
http://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-a-Problem.aspx
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mailto:?subject=
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