
OLD FOURTH WARD 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (OFWA)

NEWSLETTER
Fall 2018

1

FALL MEETING, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2018, 7:00 PM, in the small chapel of St. Andrew’s Church. 306 N. 
Division.  Enter through the rear parking lot.  The theme of the meeting is Candidates Night.  First Ward Council 
Candidates, Jeff Hayner and Ryan Hughes, will present their positions on issues and take questions from the 
audience.  As you know, the downtown neighborhoods in Ann Arbor face many challenges, including a rapid 
growth of development, parking, traffic, historic preservation and much more.  Our representation on city council 
is critical as we confront these challenges.

The annual spring party held on June 6, 2018, in the backyards of Ray Detter and Ilene and Norm Tyler was 
bigger than ever.  More than 300 OFWA members, guests, and friends from AA city government and business 
enjoyed great company, beautiful weather, and delicious picnic food.  Be on the lookout for an announcement 
about the date for spring 2019.

By David Kennedy
Last fall, when I wrote to introduce myself as a new OFWA 
board member, I went on a brief tangent about the original 
owner of my home at 218 North Division.

We decided to save the story of John Maynard and his great con-
tribution to Ann Arbor, which has been largely overlooked for 
the last 181 years, for this issue. Many ambitious, progressive 

John Maynard, An Unassuming Hero
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246743 Spring Fourth Ward Newsletter.indd   1 10/18/18   10:29 AM



citizens were instrumental in bringing the University of Michi-
gan to Ann Arbor but, in my opinion, John’s selflessness in this 
effort was unmatched.

John W. Maynard was born in Massachusetts in 1813 and his 
parents were some of the earliest settlers in Pittsfield Town-
ship having arrived in the area the same year as the founders 
of Ann Arbor - 1824. An interesting side note is that his father 
Ezra was responsible for clearing the land where Cobblestone 
Farm sits today and the rear wing of the home was the origi-
nal Maynard homestead. This structure is considered the old-
est home in Ann Arbor with the rest of Cobblestone being built 
around this original home in 1844.  John and his siblings were 
deeply involved in local business, politics, land development, 
and the planning of the city. John’s childhood friend and even-
tual brother-in-law was James Allen who was the brother of 
our city’s founder John Allen.

John Maynard’s success came from his ownership of the first 
dry goods store in a blossoming town. His store was initially 
located in John Allen’s block house at the northwest corner of 
Main & Huron Streets and subsequently moved to the north-
east corner of Main & Ann Streets. The store was brilliantly 
called “Maynard’s”. He also had the privilege of being an early 
landowner which proved to be of immense financial benefit 
to many early pioneers. He was not one of the members of 
the well-known Ann Arbor Land Company that gifted the 40 
acres to the University of Michigan to entice the move to Ann 
Arbor in 1837. Those original four men were Morgan, Thayer, 
Brown, and John’s older brother William Maynard. However, 
John owned 146 acres of land in the second ward. 

According to an article in the Ann Arbor Argus written Decem-
ber 5th, 1896 “All these men (from the Ann Arbor Land Com-
pany) were willing to deed the land to the university with the 
exception of W.S. Maynard, who would do it only on the con-
dition that his brother would deed to him half of the 146 acres 
in the second ward, which, he said, would be his share of the 
gift.”

The article goes on to say that John’s lawyer pleaded with him 
not to agree to his brother’s terms but John disregarded the 
legal advice and went ahead with the request. The cost of that 
land to John was initially $2,000 and when the article was 

written in 1896, the gift to his brother was worth nearly half a 
million dollars.

This story is not only documented in this article about his 60th 
wedding anniversary but also in his obituary and other histor-
ical accounts of early Ann Arbor.

John’s brother William Maynard was a more prominent figure 
in early Ann Arbor. He served as the village president (1836, 
1839) and as mayor (1856, 65). He also owned a grocery, drug, 
and dry goods store and constructed an extravagant home 
with lush gardens that encompassed the northwest block of 
Main Street & William Street. Sadly, though William’s desire 
for the attention and apparent selfishness were masking larg-
er issues of severe depression and mental illness that lead him 
to commit suicide while he was still mayor in 1866. His suicide 
note included his struggles with “the evil one” (Satan).  At the 
time of his death he was the wealthiest man in Ann Arbor.

Like most relationships between siblings, John likely 
knew his brother well and did not allow his brother’s 
issues to thwart the promise of this city. 

I feel that John was very different from his brother and 
we should all be thankful for that. His good judgment 
and commitment to the greater good over self-inter-
est are characteristics of a man truly worth honoring. 
We see this steadiness throughout his life including 
his small wedding ceremony at the house next door to 
mine (which is now where 208 North Division stands), 
his 60 years of a faithful marriage, his diligent manage-
ment of his business for nearly 70 years, the open-door 
policy he extended to nearly everyone in the commu-
nity, his acceptance of boarders even though he was 
already a wealthy man, and his parenting of amazing, 
accomplished children.

There is much more I could share about John, but I’ll con-
clude by saying that much of the identity of this city is 
formed around the fact that we are a university town.  

John Maynard, An Unassuming Hero continued

MICHIGAN ARGUS  DEC. 17, 1875

ANN ARBOR ARGUS. DEC. 5, 1896
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By Jeff Crockett
A Personal Account

My wife, Christine, and I were watching television one evening in early May when we were alerted by our next-door 
neighbor that there was a trash can fire in the parking lot close to two cars and her house. She asked if we had a 
fire extinguisher. Under the sink, I located one that  hadn’t been used in over 30 years.   Fortunately, it worked, and I 
managed to retard the fire. Then, after I used a hose from the side of our house to further slow down the fire, the fire 
department arrived and put out the fire completely.  Fortunately, a passerby had seen the fire from the front sidewalk, 
alerted the neighbors and called the fire department.  That was a very close call.  We learned that the fire was caused 
by two of the tenants who put used charcoal into the trash can and went into the house.  They were not aware that the 
coals were still warm.

The Fire Extinguisher Issue
This experience convinced us that all houses should have fire extinguishers.  But, we were surprised that they are not 
required in rental properties.  First Ward Council Rep Ann Bannister kindly arranged an info session  on July 24 with the 
Fire Chief for herself, Chris and me.  Chief Kennedy said that he is opposed to  fire extinguishers in student rental hous-
ing for two reasons.   First, a fire extinguisher might tempt a student to stay in a burning house  which could jeopardize 
that student’s safety.  Secondly, fire extinguishers are not mandated in the Michigan Building Code with which Ann 
Arbor government wants to maintain consistency. 

As we talked, several related issues emerged.  One is that smoke detectors are required in all rental units, however 
they may be monitored by the management only once every two years at the time of the mandatory inspection of the 
property.

The recommendation is that batteries be changed at least once a year and there are many times when the batteries 
begin to fail and the detector begins to beep while the tenants are away. Someone calls the fire department which 
then makes an expensive trip to the property. That happened last year in the house next door to us. 

When it all boils down to essentials, the underlying problem is a lack of awareness among students about fire safety 
issues.  For example, the students next door were not aware of safe practices for outdoor grills. Tenants who don’t 
change their smoke alarm batteries are often not even aware of the age of the batteries in their apartment  We then 
proposed that  fire safety plans should be mandated, because they could be used to educate tenants about what to do 
in the event of a fire and remind students about the need to check smoke alarms.   Each house or building is different, 
and the egress routes are different. 

Fire safety plans would cost very little to create and share with tenants.  Jeff and Chris found several online articles 
that describe safety plans and how they can save lives.  Chief Kennedy informed us  that fire safety plans cannot be 
mandated, because they are not required by the state building code.   Jeff countered that there must be some way to 
get around this obstacle.   Jeff and Chris both felt that doing nothing was unacceptable.   Anne agreed.

 FIRE SAFETY IN THE OLD FOURTH WARD
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John Maynard, An Unassuming Hero continued
There is much more I could share about John, but I’ll conclude by saying that much of the identity of this city is formed 
around the fact that we are a university town. We are a unique, accomplished, enlightened community because many 
of us came here in pursuit of self-improvement and new knowledge not only for our own benefit but for the greater 
good of all. That’s what makes Ann Arbor a special place and a community that so many aspire to join. We can all 
consider ourselves blessed for being here. And we can thank John Maynard for his selflessness that facilitated locat-
ing the University of Michigan here and therefore making this the place it is today.
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Action Plan
All agreed that the promotion of fire safety could be significantly improved.   Chief Kennedy pointed out that the Fire 
Department website (see https://www.a2gov.org/departments/fire/Pages/fire-education.aspx) has a number of fire ed-
ucational articles, including several on grills. 

Since Fire Safety month is in October, all agreed to propose that the City Council declare October to be Fire Safety month 
in Ann Arbor.   Chief Kennedy agreed to draft the wording.  Anne agreed to sponsor the resolution and suggested the 
staff member Leesha Turner-Tolbert, supervisor of rental inspections, should be included in the creation of the procla-
mation and life-saving guidelines.  Jeff and Chris agree to speak at Citizen Comments in a council meeting when the 
proclamation is introduced. All agreed that neighborhood associations could play a valuable role in spreading fire safety 
information.  Jeff further suggested engaging the University of Michigan Beyond the Diag program, the Inter Coopera-
tive Council and the local apartment association to get the word out.  No one wants to wait for a death from a house or 
apartment fire to improve the outreach on fire safety.

Jeff and Chris, on behalf of the Old Fourth Ward Association, would like to thank Anne Bannister for advocating for im-
proved fire safety and setting up the meeting with Chief Kennedy. They also thank Chief Kennedy for meeting with us 
and helping to develop this action plan.

    FIRE SAFETY IN THE OLD FOURTH WARD continued

By Susan Wineberg

[Once war was declared between the North and the South, the 
women of Ann Arbor organized to form what were known as 
Soldiers Aid Societies. These were to provide aid, both mone-
tary and in-kind, for the soldiers fighting for the cause. Many 
events occurred in our neighborhood and involved members 
of the Old Fourth Ward.  This information comes from a reprint 
of a pamphlet, “History of the Soldiers’ Aid Society of Ann Ar-
bor, Michigan,” Reprinted 2018 in India. Originally published c. 
1865, which describes in great detail the organization of our 
local group, minutes of meetings, descriptions of fund-raisers, 
and lists of members.  Following are a series of quotations and 
a brief summary of that pamphlet. S.W.]

“During the winter of 1860-61, the US of A began to be dis-
turbed by indications of an approaching war. First, South Car-
olina, then ten more slave States...adopted ordinances of se-
cession. No really overt act was committed till April 13, 1861, on 
which day Fort Sumter, situated at the entrance of Charleston 
harbor, was fired upon, and the flag of the Union shot down. 
On the 14th, Col. Anderson, who was in command, was obliged 
to evacuate the Fort, and the Slave-holders’ Rebellion was ful-
ly inaugurated.”

Lincoln called for soldiers to volunteer for 3 months and 
75,000 “noble men” eagerly responded. The Barry Guards, a 
volunteer company from Ann Arbor, were among them.  But 
this volunteer army was a new idea and getting supplies to 
them proved difficult. However, the women of the North orga-
nized to send supplies to the Medical Corps, consisting mostly 
of lint, a medical product used to dress wounds, and bandag-
es.  It was a heroic effort but was not well organized. 

Hence, societies began to form organizations with titles such 
as Women’s Central Association of Relief of New York. “They 
were advised by one minister that they needed to go to Wash-
ington to find out what the government could and couldn’t 
do. After consultation with the Secretary of War, they began 
to form the “Sanitary Commission of the United States.”  This 
was not received favorably at first and even Lincoln called it a 
‘fifth wheel of the military coach.”  But they persisted!  “What 
woman wills, Heaven wills” was their motto. On the 13th of 
June, the official sanction of President Lincoln was given, and 
against the suspicions of the local groups, they realized that 
they had to be united by one national organization.  

THE ANN ARBOR SANITARY COMMISSION 

ROGERS HALL (BUILDING IN THE CENTER) IN THE EARLY 20TH CEN-
TURY.  STURGIS COLLECTION, BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY, UNI-
VERSITY OF MICHIGAN
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“The women having at length found a practical method of 
manifesting their patriotism, and the sympathy which they felt 
for the hardships of the soldiers, and know also, what things 
were immediately necessary to the army, set themselves to 
work with a zeal and energy rarely exhibited by men.” Tran-
porting items to central places became a serious problem…but 
the jealousy of State toward State, which the National Govern-
ment had been unable to control, was at length overcome by 
the Sanitary Commission, inspired and directed by the spirit of 
philanthropy. 

“At a social gathering at the residence of George Danforth [at 
the NE corner of Ann and Fifth Ave., now a parking  lot] on 
November 10, 1861, the war was the engrossing topic of con-
versation. …Gloom filled the hearts of many.”   But they  de-
cided they had to act and notices of the organization of the 
Sanitary  Commission were given through newspapers. With 
Dr. Tappan [president of the University] it was decided to call 
a meeting at Rogers’ Hall [the former AA Observer Building at 
the south end of the Farmers Market, still standing today], to 
organize a Soldiers’ Aid Society.  The following officers were 
chosen: President- Mrs. Sibyl Lawrence [at Lawrence and Divi-
sion St];  First Vice President-Mrs. Dr. Wells [NE corner of Ann 
and Division; still standing]; Second VP-Mrs.  Alpheus Felch 
[100  block of N. State, now radically  altered]; Third VP-Mrs. 
Volney Chapin [NE corner Ann and Fourth Ave, still standing]; 
Secretary-Miss  M.L. Ormsby (lower  town?); Treasurer- Miss 
Marianne Cullen [Division between Detroit and North, 514 N. 
Division today, a different  house].   Mrs. Lawrence  remained 
President for the entire four years of the war.  186 people joined 
the Society at the cost of 25 cents. Later it was changed to 10 
cents per month. The Society met in Rogers’ Hall for 16 weeks 
with Mr. Moses Rogers (his house still stands at 123 N. Divi-
sion) giving the use of the Hall. Later they met in private hous-
es—most in the Old Fourth Ward! (Mrs. Lawrence, Mrs. Douglas 
on Huron; Mrs. Volney Chapin on Ann, Mrs. J. F. Royce on Ann; 
Mrs. Henriques on  E. Huron, Mrs. Loomis on Catherine  and 
Mrs. Henry Welles on Division.)  Sometimes they met in the 
basement of the Presbyterian Church which was at  the SW 
corner of Huron and Division.

A long list follows of exact amounts of cotton flannel drawers, 
cotton drawers, second hand drawers, knit drawers, cotton 
flannel shirts, cotton shirts, second hand shirts, flannel shirts, 
woolen socks, cotton socks, mittens, slippers, handkerchiefs, 
napkins, pillow sacks, pillows, feathers pillows, husk pillows, 
sheets, bed sacks, hair pillows, feather cushions, ring pads, 
eye shades, night caps, Housewives (huzzifs, sewing kits), 
dried apples, dried currants, whortleberries, strawberries and 
blackberries, jars of currant jelly, apple jelly, quince jelly and 
others, jugs of tomatoes, fried cakes, dried peaches, dried 
pumpkin, vinegar, sage, corn starch, cocoa, raspberry vinegar, 
sugar, maple sugar. soap, currant wine, pieplant wine; tapioca, 
sauerkraut, potatoes, onions, tin cups, tin plates, spittoons, 
tobacco, wormwood, checker-boards…valued at over $4,000.

A serious effort was made to help with clothing as volunteers 
left in the summer with hardly any winter clothes.  Then scurvy 
became a problem. Mr. Buchoz lent his building (now the site 
of the Community High parking lot) for the making of pickled 
potatoes and onions. Terrible conditions were known at Libby 
Prison in Richmond, VA and were addressed by the ladies.

Lectures were also given to raise money. Dr. Tappan delivered 
one as did Dr. Palmer and Prof. Ten Brook of the university.  
Socials were held at Solon Cook’s hotel (now the site on Huron 

of Courthouse Square) and music was furnished free by the 
Minnis Band.  Soon after Moses Rogers gave the use of his Hall 
for another society. Several more socials were held, some at 
members’ homes. One such social in 1863 at Rogers’ Hall was 
an “Old Folks’ Festival” which involved old fashioned clothes 
and powdered wigs. 

Another was held at Hangsterfer’s Hall on Main St (now site 
of BD Mongolian Bar B Q) with many attending from the sur-
rounding townships. The Misses Porter required special men-
tion for their ice cream! There was a lot of singing in old fash-
ioned costume much of which expressed ardent patriotism.

On May 1, 1865, the Society had a party at Rogers’ Hall to raise 
funds for the last great Sanitary Fair at Chicago. The enter-
tainment involved the crowning of a May Queen and Tableaux. 
Miss Flora Jewett, one of Ann Arbor’s fairest daughters, was 
Queen…Dr. Haven, President of the University, crowned the 
Queen…” the freshness of early youth, wreathed with spring 
flowers, their countenances radiant with hope and gladness, 
presented a picture that will long remain in the memories of 
those present, almost as a vision of Fairy Land.”  

One of the saddest moments was when news of the death of 
Edward Corselius at Gettysburg was reported to his mother...”
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MOSES ROGERS HALL, 201 CATHERINE STREET, FROM THE HEAD-
LIGHT,  A PUBLICATION OF THE RAILROAD, 1896.  TODD & MAY, 
WHICH OCCUPIED THE BUILDING AT THAT TIME, WAS AN UNDER-
WEAR MANUFACTURER.

THE ANN ARBOR SANITARY COMMISSION continued 
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by Elleanor Crown
A couple of months ago, Chris Crockett brought to my 
attention a real estate listing for a group of Ann Arbor 
properties that would make “perfect Airbnb investments.”  
One of those homes is in Water Hill, highly valued for its 
proximity to downtown, its residential quality, and its 
sense of community.  Of the nine originally listed, six have 
been taken down, probably sold, and only three remain.  
Another local agent has a similar site with listings in the 
new or under-construction condominiums on North 1st 
and West Kingsley.  There is also a unit in The Mark, the 
upscale development at 318 W. Liberty that includes only 
seven units.  If you had paid top dollar for a home in a 
place like that, would you want for a neighbor a proper-
ty that might alternate between “unoccupied” and “party 
house”?  Although from different agencies, both listings 
use the same graphic, presumably supplied by Airbnb it-
self.

Airdna is a site that provides information and assistance 
to people who want to invest in short-term rental units, 
especially those who want to be absentee owners of out-
of-state properties.  In March, 2017, it published an article 
comparing investment opportunities in Venice, CA, and 
Ann Arbor.  Ann Arbor is touted as “Low house prices, less 
competition, higher return on investment.”  (http://blog.
airdna.co/investing-in-airbnb-out-of-state/)

Cities all over the world are beginning to recognize the 
problems inherent in the uncontrolled proliferation of 
short-term rentals like Airbnb.  One of the issues is regula-
tions.  How do you ensure the well-being of thousands of 
guests who are renting properties or parts of properties?  
Airbnb runs background checks on owners or renters only 
if they have enough information.  There are new categories 
of rentals some of which include inspection by an Airbnb 
representative, but this is far from universal.  Of course, the 
hotel and hospitality industries consider short-term rent-
als to be unfair competition from a growing segment of 
the market that is not required to meet the regulations 

to which they are obligated.  The state of Michigan does 
collect a 6% use tax from Airbnb for rentals of 30 days or 
less.

In a Jan. 11, 2018 update of a 2015  MLive article (https://
www.mlive.com/business/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2015/07/
hotel_development_in_ann_arbor.html) there are just 
under 4,600 hotel rooms in the county and the occupan-
cy rate averages 68%.  That would mean that an average 
three month period would see about 287,776 rooms rent-
ed.  

According to an Oct. 23, 2017, report from the same source, 
(https://www.mlive.com/business/index.ssf/2017/10/
these_top_20_airbnb_cities_in.html) Ann Arbor was third 
among cities in Michigan for number of Airbnb arrivals in 
July through Sept. of that year with 8,665.  The only cities 
with more were Detroit and Traverse City.

There are, of course, no statistics that would give us a 
firm number for the average length of stay or the average 
number of bedrooms for an “arrival,” but, just to get an 
idea, let’s assume that the stay averages 4 nights, which 
is conservative based on some things I’ve read, and that 
the number of bedrooms averages 2.5.  That would give 
us 86,650 room-nights, I suppose we could call them.  
That’s a big share of the hospitality market.  So we can 
understand why the hotel industry is defensive about this 
development. What we in the community should prob-
ably concern ourselves with is the potential inflation of 
property prices and loss of a sense of community that 
accompany the transformation from residential to this 
kind of use. We have already seen how prices in the area 
have skyrocketed as a result of its popularity for rental in-
vestments. People we know who would love to join us as 
permanent neighbors have been priced out of the market.  
We all know that owner occupants are far more likely than 
landlords to make the changes and improvements to their 
property that enhance the neighborhood for everyone.  
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she had laid her son on her country’s altar; she could do no 
more. Noble son of a heroic mother!”

The pamphlet ends with an accounting of monies received and 
spent and a list of all members names in an Appendix.  Many 

of those names are familiar to us still, as they live on through 
the names of our parks, our streets and our schools.  It is so-
bering to be reminded of their sacrifice.

Is Airbnb a Threat to Ann Arbor? 

THE ANN ARBOR SANITARY COMMISSION continued 
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OFW residents already live with the reality that many of 
our neighbors will be around no more than one year.  It is a 
no-brainer to grasp the fact that a property is occupied for 
a few days at a time, often packed with visitors who have 
come to party, and empty otherwise adds nothing to the 
community in which it is located.

Cities large and small all over the US and Europe have 
taken a variety of measures to control the growth of Airb-
nb-type rentals.  In London, Airbnb has limited its own 
listings to a maximum of 90 days/year for any property.  
In Los Angeles, all short-term rentals are currently illegal, 
but that is so hard to enforce that they are considering 
making it legal for up to 120 days/year with the provision 
that it could be extended with the approval of nearby 
neighbors or “proof” that it would not adversely affect 
the neighborhood.  (How could you “prove” that?)  San 
Francisco passed laws in 2014 that reduced Airbnb listings 
from around 10,000 to about 5,500.  They have now set a 
limit of 90 days/year and require a stringent registration 
process that has reduced them further to about 3000.

Boston just passed an ordinance that is an amended ver-
sion of one filed in May which bans using websites like 
Airbnb or HomeAway to rent out units the owners do not 
live in.  The city administration insists that “these so-
called “investor units” take up valuable housing stock in 
the city.” (http://www.wbur.org/bostonomix/2018/06/13/
airbnb-boston-council-proposal-vote)

There is an ordinance proposed in Cincinnati that “would 
require landlords seeking to rent entire buildings on sites 
like Airbnb for less than 30 days to get a city license, allow 
city inspections and apply for yearly renewals, and to rent 
those buildings for less than 90 days out of a calendar 
year.” (https://www.citybeat.com/news/blog/20996131/
proposed-ordinance-would-put-limits-on-wholebuild-
ing-shortterm-rentals-through-sites-like-airbnb)

Seattle has limited the number of units any person can 
rent out this way to two, requires registration of the owner 
and the platform on which the property is rented and tax-
es the owner for each night.  (https://www.thestranger.
com/slog/2017/12/11/25622344/city-council-passes-lim-
its-on-airbnb-units-and-other-short-term-rentals) 

The list goes on.  There seem to be no two exactly alike, 
but you can find examples from cities of all sizes which 
are beginning to realize that the uncontrolled expan-
sion of short-term rentals threatens neighborhoods, de-
pletes the pool of available residential housing, and in-
flates property values.  An interesting story filed in May 
by CNBC reports the lengths to which some of the short-

term rental platforms will go to skirt the regulations in 
force in Miami Beach where certain parts of the city are 
off limits to them.  It quotes the Mayor as saying “We’re 
seeing commercialized, predatory companies that are 
trying to commercialize our residential communities 
in ways that are damaging to our citizens and our 
res-idents and our quality of life…It is predatory.”  

Most of the people with whom I have talked share 
with me support for the property owners who take 
advantage of this practice during times like significant 
athletic events and Art Fair.  Some go through the 
inconvenience of mov-ing young families out of their 
homes in order to generate funds that make it possible 
for them to own and maintain historic properties.  As 
long as the renters do not produce noise or parking 
problems, no one seems to oppose this practice.

One of the big threats in Michigan is pending 
legislation (House bill 4503 and Senate bill 329) that 
would ban the use of zoning laws to restrict Airbnb-
type rentals.   This, of course, would mean that cities 
could not enact their own regulations if they use 
zoning laws to define the re-strictions.  We should be 
sure our senators and represen-tatives are aware of the 
consequences of passing these measures and we 
should encourage our city government to consider fair 
and reasonable ways to protect our neigh-borhoods from 
the encroachment of excessive short-term rental 
investment.  

continuedIs Airbnb a Threat to Ann Arbor? 
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At the beginning of her first term, Jennifer Granholm signed 
into law the historic tax credits, assisting many property own-
ers in the  Old Fourth Ward Historic District, as well as other 
historic districts in Ann Arbor and Michigan, in the restoration 
and preservation of their historic houses and other buildings. 
While millions of dollars were pumped into local economies 
in the state, these targeted tax credits came under fire when 
Rick Snyder assumed the office of governor in 2011.  His base 
wanted them gone. Soon the Michigan historic preservation 
tax credits were history as Snyder catered to his base constit-
uency who had always objected to these credits,  No one ever 
argued that they weren’t good for the economy, or that they 
didn’t achieve the good that was intended: the revitalization 
and preservation of Michigan’s   historic structures.   It was 
quite simply a political issue that preservationists were going 
to lose under his watch. (Here’s a brief history from the Michi-
gan Historic Preservation Network: 

http://www.mhpn.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/06.10.2011.pdf

However, preservationists, under the leadership of Nancy Fi-
negood and the Michigan Historic Preservation Network, were 
not going to give up on the tax credits.  In the last two years 
both the Michigan House and the Senate have passed 

bills to re-institute the tax credit program.  This is a rare and 
welcomed   bipartisan effort, sponsored and championed by 
both Republicans and Democrats.  But, one final step remains: 
persuading Gov. Rick Snyder to sign the bill before the end of 
the year.  And you can help. Contact Gov. Snyder (who, by the 
way, lives in a historic Main Street Historic District  Ann Arbor 
loft renovated under the Granholm tax credit program) and 
urge him to sign the recently passed bill into law.   You can 
express your opinion by email to governorsoffice@michigan.
gov, or you can send a snail mail to Governor Rick Snyder, 
P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, Michigan 48909, or you can phone 
him at 517-373-3400 or 517-335-7858 (Constituent Services). 
Here is Governor Snyder’s official web page which you can 
also use in expressing your support for restoring the Michi-
gan Historic Tax Credit Program. https://www.michigan.gov/
snyder/0,4668,7-277-57827-267869--,00.html.

In addition, please  support the ongoing work of the Michigan 
Historic Preservation Network by becoming a member (https://
www.mhpn.org/join-mhpn/join-us-now/) and by using the 
Amazon Smile Program which will direct 3% or your purchase 
to the MHPN whenever you buy something through Amazon. 
(https://www.mhpn.org/join-mhpn/amazon-smile/).

A BRIEF PROGRESS REPORT ON FIFTH AND DETROIT

DDA’s Maura Thomson reports confidently in the September  
DDA newsletter that the work on North Fifth  and Detroit 
will be finished by the end of the 2018 construction season—
some time in November—including plaza furniture, work on 
the Community High plaza on the east side of Fifth, and on 
Detroit between Kingsley and Fifth. 

This summer, on the west side of Fifth Avenue and on Detroit 
Street between Catherine and Fifth, workers have accom-
plished repairs and improvements to the water main, storm 
sewer, conduit, paving, historic brick restoration, tree grates, 
lamp posts, and constructed a new plaza at the Farmers Mar-
ket—among other things.

We should all give thanks to nearby businesses and residents 
for their patience  throughout this  project. Also, don’t forget 
that the DDA is covering all parking fees in the Ann Ashley 
parking structure on Saturdays until 3pm. 

Please continue to shop, eat, and play in Kerrytown in the fall 
months. Let’s support our local businesses!

The Michigan Historic Tax Credits
by Chris Crockett 

100 N State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

734.663.4189
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by Rey Detter 
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by Chris Crockett
It’s been months since the Ann Arbor City Council ap-
proved the long-contested Glen Hotel slated to be built 
on the west side of Glen Street between Ann and Cather-
ine.  The Old Fourth Ward Association (OFWA) contested, 
and ultimately lost, in opposing the project before the 
Historic District Commission (HDC) when the developers 
won an “Order to Proceed” by claiming that the HDC had 
to approve the hotel due to contaminated soil at the site 
which required immediate mitigation.   It was expected 
that construction would likely begin in short order, since 
the investors presented a scenario in which they claimed 
that the need for remediation was urgent.  That was two 
years ago.  The site has been sitting vacant, the putative 
poisoned soil undisturbed by man or machine. 

While the  months passed without groundbreaking, no 
one had a clue about when the excavation would begin.  
There was a curious lack of information whenever the 
OFWA asked municipal departments about the status of 
the building.  It seemed that employees at city hall had 
no more information than the neighbors about the fu-
ture hotel.   It was all a mystery.

Finally, as President, I wrote an email and then tele-
phoned Craig Singer, the OFWA contact for the devel-
opment team, to try to get an update.  He assured the 
OFWA that they were working on the myriad specs and 
blueprints which spell out the countless details needed 
by the builders. Craig talked about how they were work-
ing out the complex relationships within the structure 
related to the successful function of the hotel:  location 
of the elevators, housekeeping and utility spaces, the 
design of the restaurant and eating spaces, mechanicals, 

hospitality and event areas, and much more.   Their in-
tention is to finish this process and to bid out the project 
by the end of the year. 

If all goes according to plan, the developers expect to 
break ground during the first quarter of 2019.  They an-
ticipate construction to take 12-18 months.   Some mem-
bers of the OFWA who have building and architectural 
experience feel this is an unrealistic and very optimistic 
timeline.  The hotel will sit on top of a four story, under-
ground parking structure which will require considerable 
excavation even before the footings and foundation are 
laid.  They cautioned that the hotel could require as long 
as thirty months before it is open, far more than the de-
velopers estimate. 

One critical issue remains to be clarified:  the Ann Street 
entrance to the hotel.  The Old Fourth Ward Association 
was assured by City Council that Ann Street would be-
come two-way only for the distance needed to permit 
cars to enter and exit the hotel parking.   This would 
limit traffic to and from the hotel and respect the resi-
dential quality of the neighborhood.   The details were 
to be worked out with the A2 Traffic engineer Luke Liu.  
The exact configuration of the entrance cannot be veri-
fied until we can see the actual blueprints for the hotel, 
which are not yet available at City Hall.  Norm Tyler has 
contacted the Planning Department and has not secured 
an answer from Luke Liu who has oversight of the traf-
fic issues related to the project.   The OFWA will report 
new developments on the hotel through  email and in 
the next newsletter. 

Glen Hotel Update

Available at local bookstores and on Amazon

9
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   Musical Notes
    by Ilene Tyler

Where can you go in our neighborhood to hear 
live music? I asked that question and was reward-
ed with several great options, worth sharing in 
our biannual newsletter.

The musical heart of Ann Arbor’s Old Fourth 
Ward and Kerrytown neighborhoods is Kerry-
town Concert House. As it says on their web site, 
the Kerrytown Concert House (KCH) “…is where 
magic happens in the arts.” An intimate 110-seat 
venue and gallery space, KCH is home to diverse 
offerings in every genre of music and frequently 
changing exhibits by local artists. As a non-profit 
organization focused on community engagement, 
KCH is an affordable venue for use by the commu-
nity, educators, students, and artists.

In August, we attended a concert of lyrical jazz 
performed by these three excellent musicians in 
this perfect setting. In addition to enjoying the 
fine music, and the attractive venue, we noted 
how the evening reinforced in our minds some of 
the reasons we appreciate our neighborhood, and 
the quality of life we enjoy: 

1. Easy access to great music, building on the 
reputation of KCH as a desirable destination for 
patrons, performers, and artists.

2. Walkable destination, in fact, easier to walk 
than to worry about where to park. Ample parking 
is available in the evenings, however, across the 
street in the Kerrytown parking lots. 

3. Community and a sense of sharing this gem 
of a venue with those who appreciate the musical 
journey.

       
        
        
In addition to KCH, other neighborhood venues 
also offer excellent and diverse musical entertain-
ment. St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church hosts the 
Academy of Early Music in a series of six concerts 
featuring Renaissance and Baroque, as well as 
early Classical, music. Their 2018-2019 season 
opens on October 5th and runs through March 
29th next year.

More casual musical experiences can be found at 
several local eateries. The Detroit Street Filling 
Station hosts regular Wednesday evening hot jazz 
and Thursday evening bluegrass, plus Sunday 
brunch jazz programs and special events.

\aut \ Bar in Braun Court has three entertainment 
options listed on their web site: Live Jazz Tues-
days, Women’s Music Wednesdays, and Story-
telling and Trivia on Thursday evenings. Events 
change with the seasons, and programming 
should be confirmed before setting out for the 
evening.

KCH, AUGUST 1, 2018, MUSICIANS LEFT TO RIGHT: JANELLE REICH-
MAN, BRIAN SEEGER, AND CINDY SCOTT (PHOTO ILENE TYLER)

\AUT\ BAR PLAZA AT NIGHT (PHOTO ILENE TYLER)

10
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REVISION OF THE ANN ARBOR SIGN ORDINANCE
by Jeff Crockett

THE OLD FOURTH WARD AND DOWNTOWN DDA INITIATIVES

The Sign Ordinance is being revised in Ann Arbor.  Gif-

fels-Webster Engineers were hired to work with Chris Cheng 

in the Planning Department to help revise the ordinance and 

the revision process started in late 2017.   Recently, Gif-

fels-Webster released a preliminary draft of changes, which 

the Board of Directors of the Old Fourth Ward Association 

has had a chance to review.   We have provided input into the 

draft document of the sign ordinance revision.    

        

  

As the proposed ordinance states, signs impact the charac-

ter and quality of an area. Any Ann Arbor residents who live 

in areas with high numbers of students in residential areas 

understand the problem with large and unattractive signs 

on rental housing.  In particular, signs in an historic district 

should not interfere with the historic architectural features. 
Two examples of inappropriate signage are pictured below.

ADVERTISING BANNERMULTIPLE SIGNS

In the first picture, there are five signs, greatly interfering with 
the architectural features of the house.  In the second, there 

are two rental signs, one a large banner, which stands in stark 
contrast to features of the front exterior.  

By Ray Detter
During the last few years, members of the Old Fourth 
Ward, and the Downtown Area Citizens Advisory Council 
have taken the opportunity to work with the DDA on the 
re-creation of the South University and the Kerrytown 
streetscapes. More recently, some of us have partici-
pated in DDA opportunities to provide input into “Safe 
Streets” Workshop efforts to recreate Ashley and First as 
two-way streets, William Street as a bicycle route from 
South State Street to Third, and redesign of Huron from 
Third to Division.

At this year’s CAC July meeting in City Hall, members 
and Old Fourth Ward guests were joined by DDA Director 
Susan Pollay and Capital Projects Manager Amber Mill-
er--as well as representatives from Smith Group, JJ&R, 
to provide a visual presentation of these “Safe Street” 
proposed changes. 

Everyone present was convinced that we should strongly 
support the DDA resolution in favor of proposed changes. 

On First and Ashley, restore two-way traffic, add pro-
tected bike lanes, and improve pedestrian amenities. 
On William Street from South State Street, develop an 
east-west protected bike lane--all of this with the inten-
tion of eventually connecting to the Treeline. On Huron 
Street from Division to Chapin, improve pedestrian ame-
nities—including lighting, lighting, trees and landscape, 
and enhanced crosswalks, improved and safer traffic or-
ganization and consideration of non-rush hour on-street 
parking.

We had unanimous agreement of all those present that 
these changes are going to be of transformative bene-
fit to our downtown, the DDA, the Old Fourth Ward, the 
Downtown Area CAC and the entire community.  Let’s 
continue championing projects that prioritize pedestrian 
safety and comfort and advance the city commitment to 
Vision Zero.
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Over the years, as we walk the neighborhood, we have seen numerous examples large, unattractive signs, both per-
manent and temporary.  When we have seen signs grossly inappropriate to the historic features of a house, we have 
reported them to Jill Thacher, Historic Historic Coordinator and to A2Fixit.  The fact that we see so many inappropriate 
signs means to us that the ordinance has been too loosely worded and that we do not have enough enforcement staff.  
The good news is that there are examples of appropriate signage on rental properties in the Old Fourth wardt. 

In both these cases, the signs are three square feet or less and do not disturb the overall view of the primary historic 
features of the houses.  They are positioned close to the front door, above the door in the first photo and beside the door 
in the second. 

We advocate the following regulations in regard to the new sign ordinance as it pertains to the Old Fourth Ward Historic 
District:

• ALL signs should be a maximum of 3 square ft., positioned within four feet of the front door,    
and made of durable all-weather materials.

• All residential properties should be limited to one exterior sign.

• NO signs on lawns. 

• Banners and signs made out of wood should be prohibited.

• There should be no grandfathering of current non-conforming signs.

We feel that compliance with these guidelines will contribute to the ambiance and beauty of our neighborhood and of 
all of Ann Arbor.  

SIGN AT THE SIDE OF THE DOORSIGN ABOVE THE DOOR

REVISION OF THE ANN ARBOR SIGN ORDINANCE continued 
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Hello all of our neighbors!  For this newsletter, the ICC shares data about us related to YOU!  Have a great Fall!  

-Your friends at the ICC.  

ICC & OFW by the numbers 

•   5 co-ops across 6 Houses

 •   Stephan T. Vail

 •   MichMinnies

 •   Coretta Scott King

 •   Benjamin Linder

 •   Ruths’

•   107 co-opers a year 

•   1 Old Fourth Ward Board Member 

•   1853-1901 Building dates

•   2 Historic Preservation Awards (Below are the Ann Arbor Historic District Commission Citations.)

2006 Awarded to: Inter Cooperative Council (ICC) For: 711 Catherine Street The ICC at UM is one of the biggest holders 
of historic homes in downtown neighborhoods and last year focused on the complete renovation of the Linder Co-op. 
With the approval of the HDC, they replaced the windows with more energy efficient ones, removed asphalt siding, re-
placed the clapboard with Hardie plank and restored the late 19th century porch. Built in 1894 in the Second Empire style 
(note the Mansard roof) with elaborate turned porch posts and cutouts, this house was originally a boarding house but 
quickly became the Phi Chi fraternity. This medical fraternity was prominently featured in the 1896 Ann Arbor Headlight 
magazine. It became Linder Co-Op in 1989. We applaud the ICC’s commitment to the rehabilitation of its 19 homes in the 
downtown. This building is in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District.

2011 Awarded to: Inter-Cooperative Council For: Robert Bunker House (now Ruths’)- 1901 321 North Thayer Originally built 
by Law Professor Robert Bunker, it was later a boarding house run by Clara Dauner from 1916-1959. Usually there were 10 
boarders according to UM Student Directories from the 1920s. In the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, their home since 
1993, and faced with a building that was riddled with dry rot, the ICC hired preservation architect Elisabeth Knibbe to help 
them rehabilitate. Without the craftsmanship of Clark Home Improvement, Inc. this project would not have been a success. 
This Colonial Revival house has many nice details which were restored as well, including window trim and roof detailing. 
The HDC approved the replacement of the wood siding with fiber-cement siding while maintaining its original detailing and 
appearance.
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   ICC Updates
by Nick Coquillard

ICC Houses in the Old Fourth Ward

Coretta Scott King  803 E. Kingsley St.

Benjamin Linder  711 Catherine St.

 MichMinnies  307-315 North State St.

Ruths’  321 N. Thayer St. 

Stephan T. Vail 602 Lawrence St. 
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OFWA Treasurer’s Report
28 September 2018

Bethany Osbourne, Treasurer

This report reflects revenue/expenses for the period 01/01/2018 – 09/28/2018. The OFWA Fiscal Year runs from 1 January – 31 
December. Revenue is derived solely from membership dues (individual = $10, family = $20, corporate = $50, sustaining =  ≥ 
$100); expenses relate to the annual neighborhood party (2018 = $1,225.64), newsletter production/printing, membership mail-
ings (envelopes, printing, postage), & required nonprofit tax filings ($20.00).

To date (09/17), FY2018 revenue is $1216.76 & expenses are $1674.28.  Our current balance is $2,131.77 (pending FA 2018 news-
letter printing, ~ $395.00).
Of note, & with particular acknowledgement for the efforts of our Membership officer, Elleanor Crown, sustaining memberships 
in FY2018 include:  
• Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority (DDA) / Susan Pollay
• Catherine Ann Development Company 
• Dan & Marianne Clauw
• Dennis Dahlmann / Dahlmann Properties 
• Steve Kaplan / Chelsea Cummiford
• Arthur Nusbaum
• Zack Mintzias

Please note the Treasurer’s address:
OFWA / c/o Bethany Osborne
625 North Fourth Avenue, #2
Ann Arbor MI  48104
We are excited to announce that membership payment options now include a Square link also accessible via the Ann Arbor Old Fourth 
Ward Historic Association Facebook page in addition to the current check or point-of-service credit card scan (via Square Reader).

Dear Old Fourth Ward Community,
On behalf of the Dean of Students Office at UM, I want 
to thank you for your continued partnership to be proac-
tive in working with our off-campus students! Beyond the 
Diag, UM’s off-campus housing program within the Dean 
of Students Office, is committed to helping off-campus 
students navigate living independently, building positive 
neighbor relations, and being safe and responsible cit-
izens. Follow Beyond the Diag on Facebook.com/UMBe-
yondtheDiag to see what we’re up to this year!

For this newsletter, I’d like to highlight another program 
within the Dean of Students Office organization, the 
Blavin Scholarship and Program. The Blavin Scholarship 
and Program provides students who have experienced 
time in foster care with comprehensive support in navi-
gating and maximizing their college experience as they 
pursue a bachelor’s degree at the University of Michigan. 
Overcoming obstacles and achieving dreams, the Blavin 
Scholars Program has a 95% retention and graduation 
rate and has graduated 30 scholars. 

The Blavin Scholars Program has supported a total of 84 
students since Fall 2009 and this year the program is cel-
ebrating an enrollment of 39 Blavin Scholars! 

One Blavin Scholar shared, “The Blavin Scholars Program 
offered an enormous amount of resources. The program 
covered a lot of areas where I needed support such as 
mentorship, financial resources, learning how to navigate 
Michigan, and having strong guidance.” You can learn 
more about the incredible program and volunteer oppor-
tunities by visiting the website blavinscholars.umich.edu 
or Facebook.com/BlavinScholarsUmich

Finally, with the Michigan Union undergoing an $85.2 
million dollar renovation, the Dean of Students Office has 
been temporarily relocated. If you need to find us or refer 
a student to us, we are now located at 609 Tappan Ave in 
the Tappan Auxiliary Building until winter 2020.

Wishing you a happy fall season! Go Blue!

Molly Haduch

Beyond the Diag Program Manager

MESSAGE FROM BEYOND THE DIAG
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2018 Old Fourth Association Membership Dues

Individuals ($10) Family ($20)  Business ($50) Donor level ($100)

Date: _____________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City plus Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount sent: _______________________________

PLEASE SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION ALONG WITH THIS FORM 

TO:

OFWA/ c/o Bethany Osborne 

625 North Fourth Avenue, #2 

Ann Arbor MI 48104

If you have not yet paid your 2018 membership dues, please do so soon.  Your support is important to us and 
makes it possible for us to publish this newsletter and host the annual spring party.

Membership Categories:

Individual – $10 

Family – $20 

Corporate – $50 

Sustaining – $100 

Other – Any amount chosen

Memberships may be paid via check and mailed to the attention of the Treasurer, OFWA (Bethany 

Osborne / Treasurer, OFWA, 625 North Fourth Avenue, #2, Ann Arbor MI  48104); paid in person 

(via check or credit card) at the community meetings or party; or paid online via our Facebook 

page “Donate” button or directly, https://squareup.com/store/old-fourth-ward-association.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Christine Crockett, President
 christinecrockett8@gmail.com 
Ray Detter, Vice-President
 rdetter@umich.edu 
Bethany Osborne, Treasurer
 bosborneusa@gmail.com 
Jeff Crockett, Communications Officer
 jeffcrockett8@gmail.com 
Ilene Tyler Publicity Director
 ilene.tyler@gmail.com 
Susan Wineberg, Historic Preservation Officer
 swines@umich.edu 
Elleanor Crown, Membership Officer, Newsletter Editor 
     ecrown@umich.edu

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION BOARD
Lars Bjorn lbjorn@umich.edu 
Nick Coquillard coquill@umich.edu 
Steve Kaplan asherdanielkaplan@gmail.com 
David Kennedy david@kennedycare.com
Julie Ritter ritter.julie@gmail.com

CITY OF ANN ARBOR
Go to  https://www.a2gov.org/contact/pages/contac-
tus.aspx

A2 FIX IT!
Reporting a problem just got easier than ever with 
A2 Fix It, a website (see link below) now available to 
document, report and resolve all sorts of problems, 
e.g. trash pickup, violations of community standards,
burned out lights, potholes, vegetation over growth,
etc.  Use the link below to enter a report from your
computer.

http://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-a-
Problem.aspx

Old Fourth Ward Association
506 E. Kingsley St.
Ann Arbor MI 48104
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