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SPRING MEETING, April 26, 2016, 7:00 PM, in the small chapel of St. Andrew’s Church, 306 N. Divi-
sion, enter through rear parking lot.   Main Topics: Council Candidate Statements and Q & A; Historic 
District Update with Ellen Ramsburgh, Tom Stulberg and Jill Thacher 

SPRING PARTY, June 8, 120 N. Division, Starting at 6:30 PM • Refreshments provided; Bring a dish 
to share

THE GLEN HOTEL SAGA
Christine Crockett & Ray Detter
Development is hot right now in Ann Arbor, a persistent 
trend for years in college towns across the country. 
While we have endured the erection of the grotesque 
413 E. Huron building, an address outside the Old 
Fourth Ward Historic District, the specter of a proposed 
“boutique” hotel development within the boundaries of 
our historic neighborhood emerged last year. The long 
vacant block of Glen Street between Ann and Catherine 
Streets was purchased by a group of investors from Bir-
mingham from the bankrupt Joseph Freed Company of 
Chicago with the intention of constructing a hotel in an 
area which has long been residential. The previously ap-
proved and highly contested nine story building which 
was never built received the zoning of PUD Residential 
(Planned Unit Development, Residential). Even though 
the OFWA opposed the height, massing, and design of 
the Freed structure, the HDC was ultimately coerced 
into approving it. Still, it was residential, not commer-
cial. Unfortunately, there is now a distinct possibility a 
so-called Glen Hotel will be built. 

The Glen Hotel was turned down by the Ann Arbor His-
toric District Commission (HDC) when it was first pre-

sented. It seemed that the Old Fourth Ward had pre-
vailed. However, the developers then filed an appeal 
to the HDC based on a rarely used clause in the law 
called an “Order to Proceed.” They claimed that the site 
of their project was highly contaminated due to the 
former Glen-Ann Gas Station and an even earlier dry 
cleaner which sat on the property. As with all gas sta-
tions, when it was demolished there still remained pet-
rochemical pollution in the soil. They claimed that this 
contamination posed an imminent and severe threat to 
everyone who might be in the vicinity, and, therefore, 
the rejected hotel must be approved by the HDC to save 
all those who might come close to the site from a se-
rious health hazard. Residents of the OFW were flab-

2015 SPRING PARTY

continued on page 10
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COMMUNICATION OFFICER’S REPORT
Jeff Crockett
During the past year, many of us have reported viola-
tions to Community Standards in regard to trash, snow 
and ice removal, over grown vegetation, and items left 
on front extensions. We felt it was important to open a 
channel of communication with the Community Stan-
dards Department.  Toward that end, on July 22, 2015, 
a meeting was held with Lt. Bush (A2 Police Section 
Commander) and Jessie Rogers (Supervisor) and the 

following OFWA members, Elleanor Crown, Julie Ritter, 
Jeff Crockett, Chris Crockett, John Ellison, and George 
Gaston. The goal was to better understand the current 
ordinances and appropriate actions to take in report-
ing violations. During the meeting, we asked a series of 
questions about trash, grass & vegetation, and debris 
left on front extensions. The following represents the 
highlights of what we learned.

TRASH CANS
1.  Report violations to a2gov.org/a2fixit. The A2 Fix It app can also be used.

2.  The landlord is ultimately responsible for taking trash cans to and from the curb. The landlord will receive the 
ticket if it is not done. 

3.  Landlords are not required to provide a copy of the trash can ordinance.

4.  The handbook, Rights and Duties of Tenants, is distributed to tenants by their landlords as required by City 
Charter, sections 19.7 to 19.13. Note: The Landlord/Tenant Handbook is available in the Clerk’s Office. 

5.  In responding to the A2fixit, please keep in mind that there are a limited number of staff to address the issues. 
Patience is appreciated, especially during a snow/ice storm. The staff will do their very best to address the is-
sue/problem.

6.  The A2 Fixit Communications Specialist is Mr. Robert Kellar. rkellar@a2gov.org 734-794-6000 ext. 41524.  Con-
tact Mr. Kellar for questions and tech support.

7.  In Rights and Duties of Tenants handbook, Section XII COMMON SENSE OBLIGATIONS AND DUTIES OF THE 
TENANT, there is no provision for putting out and back trash cans. 

8.  To access information about Trash/Recycling/Compost, go to http://www.a2gov.org/departments/field-opera-
tions/trash-recycling/Pages/default.aspx

9.  Putting a sticker on trash cans summarizing the ordinance is not practical. Stickers fall off and are not weath-
er proof. Each recycle container has a picture on the lid of what may be placed into the container; this is done 
during the manufacturing process with a hot stamp method.

10.  AAPD does not have a data base of landlords. Contact the City Assessors for this information. Web Site: http://
www.a2gov.org/departments/finance-admin-services/assessing/Pages/OnLineDisclamier.aspx

GRASS AND VEGETATION 
Council Member Sabra Briere helped to rewrite Chapter 
40 in Title III of the city code, which pertains to vegeta-
tion on private property and extensions. According to 
Sabra, “these changes are the result of work with the 
police, the City Attorney’s office, landscapers and gar-
deners, the road-design folks (Systems Planning) and 
input from physically limited people and the pedestrian 
task force.”

 A first reading of these changes was held June 1, 2015, 
a public hearing was held on June 15 and the amend-
ment was passed on October 5, 2015. The amended or-
dinance can be seen at: http://goo.gl/r0xlWE

REVISITING THE SIGN ORDINANCE
Sometime in the early fall, Michigan Rental leasing 
signs started appearing all over town on 4 by 4 or 6 
by 6 posts anchored in the ground. These permanent 
signs were clearly in violation of the sign ordinance 
in Chapter 61 of the City Code (See https://goo.gl/l4s-
5Jg). A number of us expressed our concern to our City 
Council Reps, Sabra Briere and Sumi Kailasapathy and 
to the Zoning official for the City, Matt Forster. We then 
discussed the sign issue with Jill Thacher, the Historic 
District Coordinator. As it turns out, Jill indicated that 
a recent Supreme Court decision has invalidated some 
of the provisions of the sign ordinance. The ruling in-
dicated that ordinances cannot control what is printed 

continued on next page
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on signs, but they can dictate the size and placement 
of signs. She would like the City to hire a consultant 
to help rewrite the sign ordinance and has resolved to 
engage the Historic District Commission to update the 
guidelines for signs on historic houses. Consultant fund-
ing requires Council approval. Jeff recently send a letter 
to all Council Reps and spoke at the March 21 Council 
Meeting advocating for Council funding of a consultant 

and an opportunity for citizen input into the revision of 
the sign ordinance. Jeff encourages other OFWA mem-
bers to express support for Consultant funding to Coun-
cil representatives. Given that most students are locat-
ing housing opportunities online, rental signage on any 
property is less relevant today and negatively impacts 
the beautification of neighborhoods.

Communication Officer’s Report continued

Recognition to 
Our Sponsors

We are grateful to all of you who supported the OFWA with your membership dues.  Special recog-
nition goes to the following Sponsors who contributed $100 or more in 2015:

1.  Eugenia Pantely, owner of the The Broken 
Egg

2.  Bette Marvin, from Cameron Holdings – 
Kerrytown, LLC

3.  Craig Singer of Catherine Ann Development 
Company, LLC

4.  Dan & Marianne Clauw

5.  Clair Dahl

6. Dennis Dahlmann of Dahlmann Properties

7.  Amy Iannone from Hobbs & Black 
Associates

8. Nancy Hunt

9. Dan Williams from Maven Development

10. Gustav & Miriam Meier

11. Joe & Carol Morrow
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Council Update
Sabra Briere
I hope this is the first in a series of short pieces 
explaining zoning and development around our 
community.  Zoning is a complex series of rules, 
and sometimes it’s like painting a landscape with 
a 3-inch wide brush - maybe we get the color right, 
but we aren’t clear on the details.  Getting to those 
details - well, that’s what I’ve been trying to under-
stand and what I hope to explain.  That’s because 
our City is changing - and we’re not uniformly happy 
about that.  I was recently asked whether the City 
Council should slow down change.  Sadly, the an-
swer seems to be NO.  For most of us, the change 
we are unhappy about is new development.  There 
are other changes, though, that affect our commu-
nity and, ultimately, can also affect development.

EMPLOYMENT

In recent years, there’s been a significant increase in 
employment opportunities in Ann Arbor.  Not only 
did the University add thousands of new jobs, but 
several new companies have started and more have 
expanded.  Many of these new jobs are in the down-
town; others are on the north side of town.  In turn, 
these jobs create an opportunity for other types 
of entrepreneurs to provide retail and service jobs 
(shops, personal services, restaurants, etc.).

TRAFFIC

All of these employment opportunities mean more 
people are coming into Ann Arbor - either to live 
or to work.  The actual population of the City has 
grown by more than 4000 people in the past 4 
years.  Many of these new residents bring a car or 
two, and they all drive on the streets.  Whether we 
think about local street traffic or rush hour, getting 
around town has become more difficult. Those who 
live outside the City and drive into work add to the 
congestion and to our frustration.

STUDENTS

The University of Michigan has also added to the 
population by increasing the number of new stu-
dents admitted - and who come.   The absolute 
number of students attending the University has 
increased from 40025 in 2006 to 43625 in 2014 - an 
increase of nearly 4000 new students in 8 years.  
(Most of these students may be counted in the over-
all increase in population in the City, but it’s worth 
highlighting the student population because of the 
changes in the downtown skyline.

THE DOWN-SIDE TO CHANGE

This combination - more residents, more students, 
and more traffic - has resulted in more develop-
ment.  Somehow, even as we welcomed the em-
ployment opportunities, we don’t care for the effect 
that employment has on our community

Over the past decade, more tall buildings have been 
built in Ann Arbor than in any previous decade.  The 
City changed the zoning downtown to increase the 
number of ‘by right’ development opportunities 
and to encourage more residential buildings.  And 
the City got what it wanted.  Now we see what that 
means, many more people question whether we 
should have wanted these things at all.  And some 
of us support the concept (and the effect) of more 
people living downtown, but hate the resulting 
building design and loss of open space.  

Those things - building design and loss of open 
space - are things we can find a way to address with 
zoning.  We simply must be clear-eyed enough to 
see the worst possible outcomes of zoning chang-
es. Returning to evaluate the zoning - as the City 
has recently done - means that we have not liked 
the results of all the hard work that has gone on so 
far.

continued on next page
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THE UP-SIDE TO CHANGE

There are some bright spots around development 
and zoning right now.  Several of the new(ish) resi-
dential properties aimed at students were not fully 
rented last Fall.  That indicates - as predicted - that 
the demand for (primarily) student-only housing 
has probably peaked.  As the University re-opens 
its renovated dormitories, we may see more com-
petition from landlords to actually provide quality 
rental units at lower prices.

We may also see some of the (primarily) student-on-
ly high rises market their locations to some of the 
new downtown and University employees.  In many 
ways, that would be a good thing.  And of course, 
having now demonstrated to banks that there may 

be a viable population of non-student residents 
who want to live downtown and near-downtown, 
we may see any newly-proposed developments in-
tend to serve the empty-nest, young-professional, 
and workforce housing markets that will keep our 
downtown lively and improve the retail and service 
business atmosphere.

To get there, though, we really need to continue to 
take a hard look at our Master Planning documents 
and our downtown and near-downtown zoning.  Be-
cause what makes Ann Arbor a great place to live is 
our sense of place - our respect for tree-lined streets 
and 19th century housing patterns, even as we em-
brace the 21st century’s technology.

OFW Joins Facebook
Ilene Tyler
In May 2012 our historic neighborhood association 
joined the digital world of Facebook.  Currently, Chris 
Crockett and Norman and Ilene Tyler are Administrators 
of the page, but anyone can post or share items. If you 
use Facebook, please visit the site and “Like” us. As of 
1/13/2016, we have a total of 165 “likes.” Visits to the site 
usually spike after posting something, anything, so an 
increase in use will increase our visibility to the outside 
world.

Typically, announcements are posted about the annual 
downtown backyard picnic, then followed up by sharing 
photos of the event. This year we had the bonus of hav-
ing MLive reporter Ryan Stanton post our photos on the 
MLive bulletin board, which were then shared on our 
Facebook page. Facebook was also used to alert people 
to critical issues and votes on Council. We hope to see 

page use increase with more neighbors and citizens fol-
lowing the Old Fourth Ward. 

Personal news of relevance to the Old Fourth Ward 
can also be shared on Facebook. Norm and Ilene Tyler 
posted an announcement of their book, Greek Reviv-
al in America: Tracing its architectural roots to ancient 
Athens, being released last November. Release of Su-
san Wineberg and Patrick McCauley’s book, Historic 
Ann Arbor: An Architectural Guide Historic Ann Arbor: 
An Architectural Guide, could also be posted here. There 
are many more items of interest to our members that 
could be shared on Facebook. This is just a beginning 
and only one of several options for publicizing neigh-
borhood events and what we do individually for our 
community.

Council Update continued
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION UPDATES
Susan Wineberg
OFW RESIDENTS WIN PRESTIGIOUS REHABILITATION AWARD
On June 1, 2015, the Ann Arbor Historic District Commission recognized superior examples of preservation and 
rehabilitation at a presentation at City Hall before live cameras. Seventeen awards were presented by Mayor Chris 
Taylor.   Daniel and Marianne Clauw won a Rehabilitation Award for their conversion of a student rental into a sus-
tainable state- of-the-art single family home.  With the help of Michael Mahon of Adaptive Building Solutions, they 
took the former rental at 514 Lawrence and constructed a new house within the shell of the old.  They rebuilt a porch 
on the front using a 1908 Sanborn (Insurance) Map, and added a sunroom and two story garage.    A geothermal 
HVAC system and other environmentally sensitive design approaches yielded a LEED Gold Certification, the first for 
a 19th century house in a historic district in the U.S!  All these improvements had to be approved by the HDC.  In a 
statement released before the ceremony, the Clauws thanked Jill Thacher of the HDC for her help and also told a 
funny story.  Shortly after purchasing the house they met the student tenants on a front stoop littered with ciga-
rette butts and one of them said “You’re going to live here?”  Oh yes, indeed.

TWO HOUSES LOST TO DEMOLITION BY UNIVERSITY
In the summer of 2014, without any prior notification, the University demolished two buildings within the Old 
Fourth Ward Historic District.  Being the University of Michigan, they are legally allowed to do this, but morally we 
feel they owe the community a heads up. The first building, the George Dock House at 1014 Cornwell, was built in 
1894 and had a fantastic view from its steep bluff overlooking Glen Avenue and the Huron River.  The house was 
described in my book Historic Buildings Ann Arbor Michigan Historic Buildings Ann Arbor Michigan (1992) and in 
my recent book Historic Ann Arbor: An Architectural Guide Historic Ann Arbor: An Architectural Guide (2014). George 
Dock was a prominent physician at the UM Hospital. It was a fraternity for 25 years, and later a tourist home (pre-
cursor to the bed and breakfast idea) and a home the foreign students attending UM. The house was a fine example 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Elleanor Crown 
One of the goals of the new officers and board of direc-
tors of the OFWA is to assemble as much information 
as possible about the owners and managers of residen-
tial property in the Old Fourth Ward.  We are working 
with some materials provided by the city and with infor-
mation available online.  It can be a tedious process, but 
it’s underway.  We would also like to identify long- and 
short-term renters in the OFW.  

Another project is to involve more commercial enter-
prises in the efforts of the association.  We have distrib-
uted flyers to many local businesses and you will see 
those who have supported the OFWA acknowledged in 
this newsletter.  

Membership is open to anyone who supports the goals 
of the OFWA whether they are owner-occupants who 
live in the OFW, renters, businesses in or near the OFW, 
or just interested friends.  We want the input of as 

many people as possible who have an interest in our 
neighborhood.  

Here’s what each of you can do:

•  Talk with your neighbors about the OFWA.  Share 
the membership form with them, or send me their 
contact information and I will be happy to get in 
touch with them (You can reach me at ecrown@
umich.edu or 734-761-8337.)

•  Let the local businesses where you shop know that 
you are a member of the OFWA and encourage 
them to join and support the association.  

•  If you can give some time to help with the research 
to identify owner and managers, let me know and 
we can discuss your interests and our needs. 

continued on next page
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of the Queen Anne style of architecture with towers and turrets and an asymmetrical design from top to bottom. It 
even had a decorative weather vane at the peak of the turret!

The second building demolished was at 1021 E. Huron and was part of a row of historic houses owned by the Uni-
versity between Fletcher and Glen (three still remain).  It was built in 1892 and was the home of Andrew Oswald, his 
wife Martha S. Oswald, his sister Miss Clara Oswald a physician, and his children.  The house was grand in its time 
period but later was covered with asbestos shingle which hid the glorious original building. The interior was spec-
tacular with stained glass windows, built-in benches of fine wood, fireplaces with tiled fronts and many beautiful 
examples of the woodworkers ‘art.

President Christine Crockett and Vice President Ray Detter spoke at a Historic District Commission meeting regard-
ing this tragedy in November of 2014.   They appealed to the commission to pass a resolution urging the UM to 
provide adequate notice to the Ann Arbor community prior to demolition of historically protected or significant his-
toric buildings.  Early notification would allow a team from the Preservation Alliance to document the structures.  In 
December it was announced that Jill Thacher and Wendy Rampson of the Planning Department would be meeting 
with their counterpart at UM to discuss the issue.  No further information has been forthcoming. 

Historic Preservation Updates continued

NEW FENCE AT 218 N. DIVISION
Owner David Kennedy has recre-
ated a wooden picket fence at 218 
N. Division based on an old pho-
tograph provided by Susan Wine-
berg. The house was built in 1844 
by John W. Maynard, whose fam-
ily arrived in 1824 and built what 
is now the rear section of Cobble-
stone Farm. His brother William 
S. Maynard was a land developer, 
attorney, Regent of the Universi-
ty, three term mayor and name-
sake of Maynard Street.  Kennedy 
hopes to protect his children and 
animals, keep people from cut-
ting through the property, and 
enhance the historic nature of the 
house.

Using dry stacked limestone 
block for the edge of the prop-
erty, Kennedy is having his crew 
use cedar to create the posts and 
balusters of the fence, though 
these balusters do not extend up 
through the top rail and end in a 
point as one thinks most picket 
fences should. Ornamental copper will cap the posts.   Note that the photograph dates to before 1908 when 
the house was remodeled with the porch seen there today.
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEIGHBORS … INTER-COOPERATIVE COUNCIL (ICC)
Nick Coquillard, ICC General Manager and OFW Board member
I would first like to give thanks for all you as neighbors 
and friends of the Old Fourth Ward Association as I and 
the entire Inter-Cooperative Council (ICC) membership 
feel truly honored to be a part of this group of passion-
ate, remarkable, caring people.  Your great energy is 
palpable and we, as your partner-neighbors, stand com-
mitted to making this area one of the best in Michigan.

I represent the ICC members in writing this report and 
share their passion for the cooperative and affordable 
housing movement.  The ICC owns and maintains six 
houses in and around the OWFA neighborhood:  King, 
Ruth’s, Linder, Michigan, Minnie’s, and Vail.

In this report to our friends, in my first year on the 
OWFA Board, I aim to share a bit about our history and 
communicate some of our goals for the upcoming year.

Our history dates back to August 1932 when we started 
as the Michigan Socialist House to provide housing at 
“actual” cost.  Several cooperative houses and an eating 
co-op opened in the 1930s.  Local advocates created the 
Campus Cooperative Council to secure better coopera-
tion among the existing cooperatives.

In the 1940s the ICC members ratified its first consti-
tution (1941) and incorporated (1944).  Several houses 
were sold and closed – in part due to many members 
being called to serve in World War II.  The 1950s found 
the hiring of the first ICC executive secretary, Luther Bu-
chele who led a strong effort to keep the ICC financially 
strong and alive as World War II ended and the Korean 
War began.  

In the 1960s the ICC expanded by buying several houses 
and by receiving a $1.24 million HUD grant which al-
lowed it to build its North Campus co-ops (near U-M’s 
Bates Dorm and now called Escher), home to between 
160-200 members since it opened in 1970.  

The staff expanded and reorganized and the team of-

fered more centralized administrative services in the 
1970s-1980’s.  The ICC office moved from the Student 
Activities Building to the Michigan Union.  The ICC also 
purchased several houses, expanding its membership 
from 200 to 540 in the early 1970s.  Jim Jones replaced 
Luther Buchele as Executive Director.  Sheila Ritter, Eric 
Lipson and I have followed in Jim’s footsteps as General 
Managers over the next three decades.

The 1990s and 2000s established the ICC as a core re-
gional affordable housing option for more than 550 
members – mostly students from the University of 
Michigan and to a lesser extent from Eastern Michigan 
University and Washtenaw Community College.  Our 
office moved to its current location at 337 E. William 
in the mid-1990s. The ICC stands today as a 501(c)(3) fi-
nancially stable nonprofit, investing and supporting co-
ops across the country.  We grow daily toward one goal 
of becoming a true learning organization and constant-
ly consider how we can offer housing to more students 
who otherwise couldn’t attend our area colleges.  We 
work each day committed to maintaining our houses 
and properties, partnering with the Ann Arbor commu-
nity, and supporting the remarkable future leaders who 
make up our membership.  Our Board of Directors con-
sists of ICC members and espouses the ICC Vision to 
provide an affordable living community in which equal 
and educated members work together to further the 
cooperative movement.  

I welcome connections with any of you – and please 
come visit us at the ICC.  I’d love to take you on a tour 
and/or welcome your committee or group to use our 
Education Center at 1510-1520 Hill Street (near the U-M 
painted rock) which is open to anyone to schedule.    

We live every day to help students live cooperatively, 
build leadership skills, and to maximize their educa-
tional experience at the ICC, and we thank all of you for 
your support and friendship.  
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TREES PLANTED IN THE OFW BY CITY OF ANN ARBOR AND DEAN FUND
Susan Wineberg
In 1964, the City of Ann Arbor created the Dean Fund, an endowment for city trees begun with a $2million donation 
by Elizabeth Russell Dean, daughter of a 19th century merchant.  The first project was the creation of what is now 
the Dean Promenade---trees in planters along South Main from William to Huron. The fund is overseen by a board 
of citizen trustees working in cooperation with the City Forestry Division.  Throughout the years, the Fund has fi-
nanced many special tree plantings throughout the city.

The Old Fourth Ward Association has partnered with the Dean Fund and the Forestry Department since 1988.  In 
our October 1987 newsletter, I reported that we could soon expect the city to begin planting trees.  In the summer 
of 1988, during the worst drought in 50 years, the city (Dean Fund) planted 18 red oaks on N. State and other trees 
on Ingalls, Ann, Thayer, Lawrence and Kingsley. Many of these grace our streets today despite harsh weather con-
ditions and brutal winters.

Still, our trees continued to die and our absentee landlord situation meant that many were not replaced.  The 
Forestry Department had been undergoing funding cutbacks and drastic money shortages due to the Ash Borer 
invasion in 2006 which decimated 10,000 trees and the Great Recession of 2008.  So in 2009, we approached the 
Dean Fund again and they responded again with trees on many streets, mainly east of State St.  Brown and white 
signs along these streets indicate where Dean Fund trees have been planted.

By 2014, it was again becoming obvious that more trees needed to be planted. Old mature trees were dying for 
various reasons and stumps were not being ground down nor trees replaced.  Another list of 35 addresses where 
we needed trees to be planted was submitted to the Dean Fund in March 2014.  By now the city had developed a 
new plan for tree planting across the city called the Urban and Community Forest Management Plan and informed 
us that the city would be planting 190 trees within the area bounded by N. Division, N. State, E. Huron and High 
Streets.  Many trees were planted and they immediately made our streets look better. We are very grateful to the 
Forestry Department and the Dean Fund for helping the OFWA with its beautification efforts.

If you feel you need a tree now and want to plant one yourself, go to the city’s website and look at the Resident 
Tree Planting Program.  You need to use a pre-authorized nursery (there are 9 right now), identify a location, get 
a forestry permit, pick an authorized tree species, and wait for Forestry Staff to approve.  If you do it yourself, you 
pay for the contractor and the tree.  You can also take this as a charitable donation of up to $1,000 (you will need 
a donation letter from the city).

You can also request a tree be planted in front of your house or anywhere in the city.  You do not need to be a prop-
erty owner!  They will take it under advisement.   Historic districts do have a priority for the Dean Fund. Contact 
Kerry Gray at kgray@a2gov.org. or customerservice@z2gov.org or call 734-794-6320.

100 N State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

734.663.4189
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bergasted as one HDC member flipped his vote. The 
HDC approved the Order to Proceed on a 4-2 vote.  One 
member who initially voted against the project was ab-
sent. 

The Glen Hotel investors, with their army of lawyers 
and consultants, argued vehemently about the dangers 
of the pollution and promised that they would erect 
a fence to protect the public. The neighborhood was 
amazed that they attached such urgency with their ho-
tel rescue plan for a place that had remained untouched 
and totally open for years. Surely the city itself would 
have mitigated the hazard and encircled the property 
with a barrier long ago if the public were truly endan-
gered. After months of delay, the fence was only recent-
ly installed. Nothing further has been heard or seen of 
the Glen Hotel or its investors since their narrow win. 
The next step would normally be a presentation to the 
Ann Arbor Planning Commission to win their approv-
al. Not a word about that yet. The hearing before the 
PC would be another opportunity for the OFW to make 

our arguments against this project and to try to shape 
it into something better for the community. Our posi-
tion before the HDC is that a residential project would 
be the best choice for the neighborhood. Ann Arbor 
doesn’t need another hotel and certainly not one in a 
residential area. This is supported by the 2009 Ann Ar-
bor Downtown Plan which stressed the need to protect 
the livability of the residentially zoned neighborhoods 
adjacent to the downtown. Even the DDA Renewal Plan 
of 2003 stated that “Maintaining and strengthening the 
traditional residential character of the near-downtown 
neighborhoods is essential for the economic and social 
sustainability of downtown Ann Arbor.”

This is not a finished matter. Despite what happens 
with the Glen Hotel, the Notice to Proceed needs to be 
better understood by stakeholders. The HDC was clear-
ly caught by surprise and, based on the conversation of 
the Commissioners before the vote, members had dif-
ferent interpretations of the Notice’s provisions. We’ll 
keep you all posted as we learn more.

THE GLEN HOTEL SAGA
Christine Crockett & Ray Detter

continued from page 1
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2016 Old Fourth Association Membership Dues
Individuals ($10) Family ($20)  Business ($50) Donor level ($100)

Date: _____________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City plus Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount sent: _______________________________

PLEASE SEND CHECK MADE OUT TO OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION ALONG WITH THIS FORM TO:

Bethany Osborne 
% Old Fourth Ward Association 
PO Box 4297 
Ann Arbor MI 48106 



CONTACT INFORMATION
OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Christine Crockett, President  
       christinecrockett8@gmail.com
Ray Detter, Vice-President 
       rdetter@umich.edu
Bethany Osborne, Treasurer 
       bosborneusa@gmail.com
Jeff Crockett, Communications Officer
       jeffcrockett8@gmail.com
Ilene Tyler Publicity Director
       ilene.tyler@gmail.com
Susan Wineberg, Historic Preservation Officer 
       swines@umich.edu
Elleanor Crown, Membership Officer
       ecrown@umich.edu

OLD FOURTH WARD ASSOCIATION BOARD
Lars Bjorn lbjorn@umich.edu
Nick Coquillard coquill@umich.edu
Steve Kaplan asherdanielkaplan@gmail.com
Leslie Perkins gm@peoplesfood.coop
Julie Ritter ritter.julie@gmail.com

CITY OF ANN ARBOR
Go to http://www.a2gov.org/contact/Pages/contactus.
aspx

A2 FIX IT!
Reporting a problem just got easier than ever with 
A2 Fix It, a website (see link below) now available to 
document, report and resolve all sorts of problems, 
e.g. trash pickup, violations of community standards, 
burned out lights, potholes, vegetation over growth, 
etc.  Use the link below to enter a report from your 
computer. 

http://www.a2gov.org/services/Pages/Report-a-
Problem.aspx

Old Fourth Ward Association
506 E. Kingsley St.
Ann Arbor MI 48104


