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Due: 25 October 2016 
Assignment No. 3: Part I. DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY 

This assignment involves completion of basic research on the history of the property, and a field 
survey of existing conditions at the property. 

HSR Part I. A. and B. of the Developmental History is typically a stand-alone effort that results 
from readings and research about the property being documented. Historic information should be 
embedded in the report. During this part of the class you should make use of the following 
resources available online at URL: http://tylertopics.com/ilene/articles.html 
 

Reed, “Documentation of Historic Structures,” 1982, pp. 19-22. 
Spiers, “Architectural Investigation and Analysis for Historic Structure Reports, 

1982, pp. 23-30  
Woodcock, “Reading Buildings Instead of Books: HSR as Learning Tools,” 1997, 

pp. 37-38 

HSR Part I. C. is a summary of Existing Conditions personally observed at the site that is 
presented as a concise narrative illustrated with contemporary photos. Photos should be 
numbered (as Figure Nos.) and captioned relative to the text. Essential photos should be 
embedded in the body of your report, with additional photos and photo logs included in the 
Appendix.  
The information in Part I. is the foundation on which Part II. will be written next. 

 
Complete the following: 

• Write your Historical Background and Context statements, per the template outline. 

• Create a narrative Building Chronology (Episodes) for your building.  

• Create a Timeline or linear chronological list that will become a component of your 
Appendix (item no. 4) 

• Summarize existing conditions at your property. 

• Include relevant photographs keyed (as Figure Nos.) to your text. 

Evaluation of this exercise will be “for credit” and not for a letter grade.  
Completing the assignment as described will earn base credit.  

Including a polished chronology and balanced historical narrative will earn credit +.  
Lateness or information that is incomplete will earn credit -. 

 


